Another epic 
performance! 

Les Miserables Is latest blockbuster 
to use county as perfect Him location ' 

See Inside 
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Promise of 
extra PCSOs 
slammed as 
‘policing on 
the cheap’ 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

TRUMPETED plans by the new Po¬ 
lice and Crime Commissioner to boost 
Kent’s frontline police force by 100 
posts have been described as a “smoke 
screen” by critics. 

PCC Ann Barnes unveiled proposals 
this week to bring in 60 police commu¬ 
nity supporter officers (PCSOs), 20 po¬ 
lice constables and 18 custody attend¬ 
ants in June. 

While her statement was greeted 
with optimism, some questioned why so 
many were PCSO posts and condemned 
the word “boost”. 

Kent Police must reduce its head- 
count by 500 officers and 1,000 civilian 
staff over four years to save £50m. This 
latest plan would see the reductions 
drop to 480 and 962 respectively. 

And many question the real value 


of PCSOs, who while in uniform do not 
have the same levels of power as regular 
officers. Critics consider them ‘policing 
on the cheap’. 

Medway councillor and the defeated 
Tory candidate in the PCC race, Craig 
Mackinlay, called it a smoke screen. 

He said: “It’s trying to be sold as an 
increase, when it isn’t. This isn’t treat¬ 
ing the public with the respect they 
deserve. If it does stop the loss of some 
frontline policing in Kent then that is a 
good thing. 

“Frankly, I think this is just trimming 
the edges.” 

Mr Mackinlay said, had he been suc¬ 
cessful in his campaign for the PCC post, 
he would have looked to divert money 
towards police constable recruits, par¬ 
ticularly in the wake of the Government 
cut in the starting salary to £19,000. 

He added: “As much as I like PCSOs, 
Continued on page 2 



FAITH IN THE WOODS 

SONGBIRD: Pop star Paloma Faith to play gig at Bedgebury Pinetum - SEE INSIDE 


EMPLOYMENT 

Wanted: One 
court jester 

HERE'S a position that doesn’t 
come around very often in this 
day and age; court jester. 

Popular tourist attraction 
Leeds Castle is advertising 
to hire a fool to entertain the 
crowds during the Easter and 
summer holidays. 

Skills needed are juggling 
and joke-telling. PAGE 3 


BUDGET 

KCC warns of 
more job cuts 

CHIEFS at Kent County Council 
are facing up to having to make 
more staff redundant after it 
confirmed it would have to find 
an additional £34m in the wake 
of Government cuts. 

It means the axe could fall 
on as many as 150 jobs later 
this year. 

Full details inside. PAGE 5 


HISTORY 

Remembering 
tragedy at sea 

THIS week marks the anniver¬ 
sary of a maritime tragedy off 
the Kent coast which cost the 
Lives of nearly 300 people. 

It was 140 years ago when 
a boat was the victim of a hit 
and run during a storm which 
claimed the Lives of men, 
women and children. Amazing 
full story inside. PAGE 25 



plus we price match Call us TODAY to book your vehicle in 


Exhausts. Brakes, Tyres, 


£ CALL Trinity on 01795 599877 or Bapchild on 598309 to book now 


PMlfPwlif 


Tribune Drive • Trinity Trading Estate • Sittingbourne 
London Road • Bapchild • Sittingbourne 


See our main 
servicing 
advertisement 
inside this wm — 
newspaper 


Terms and conditions apply 





















2 I week ending January 20, 2013 


KWE 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


News 


Download your FREE Kent News iPhone and iPad App 


INSIDE 

■ News .2-31 

■ Comment/Feedback 32-33 

■ Kent Remembered .34 

INSIDE 



■ Interview .37 

■ Food and Drink .38-39 


■ LEISURE 

Attractions, events, stage, 
exhibitions, theatre, arts, 

.40-42 

■ Business. 46-47 

■ Training and careers... .48 

■ Driving. 41-55 

■ Jobs & Notices. 56-61 

■ Sport. 62-63 


‘I believe this move is 
so significant it stands 
out as a national first’ 


Continued from front page 

they haven’t got the full powers of a police consta¬ 
ble and they’re not as respected on the street.” 

PCC Mrs Barnes, however, said people in Kent 
had consistently told her they wanted greater 
police visibility and that this was answering to 
their needs. 

Mike Roberts, secretary of the Kent Police 
Federation, which represents rank-and-file offic¬ 
ers, said any additional police officer posts was 
“good news”. 

He admitted, however, that “in an ideal world” 
this would involve all the posts being for police 
constables and not PCSOs. 

“We support the additions by Ann Barnes to 
reduce the impact of the devastating cuts,” he 
said. 

“We would prefer, however, no PCSOs and 
perhaps 35 police constables, but we have to 
be realistic. Police constables have extensive 
powers and skills, and they are a bigger cost than 
PCSOs.” 

He added: “The public see a police officer and 
they know what they can do, what powers they 
have, but it is less clear what a PCSO can do.” 


Mrs Barnes said the proposal for 100 more 
posts equated to a £2.79 a year increase to the 
police precept on the average household council 
tax bill - some 5p a week. 

She has launched a consultation asking the 
public whether or not they would be willing to 
pay that to fund the policing posts. 

She said: “We stand on the threshold of deliv¬ 
ering more than 100 posts for less than a ‘cop¬ 
per’ a day. I believe this move is so significant 
that it stands out as a national first. 

“This is the first investment for a number of years 
in visible policing, which is what people want.” 

Mrs Barnes said the community’s number one 
priority is greater police visibility. 

“For the last two years it’s been cuts, cuts, 
cuts,” she said. 

“This is actually investing in our police serv¬ 
ice. We’ll be boosting the number of officers we 
have on our streets; boosting visible policing. 

“It is a mix of PCSOs and PCs. 

“Police constables are often off having to do 
other things and dealing with other crimes and 
so PCSOs provide that visible policing in commu¬ 
nities. And while the new custody attendants 



LEADING 
LIGHT: PCC 

Ann Barnes 
said this move 
of increasing 
the number of 
PCSOs goes 
towards her 
number one 
priority of 
greater police 
visibility 


are dealing with offenders, the PCs can get back 
out on the streets.” 

Mrs Barnes, who stressed that Kent has one of 
the lowest council tax precepts in the country, 
said the PCSOs and PCs would be on the streets 
in June if plans are given the nod. 

Chief Constable Ian Learmonth welcomed the 
consultation. 

He said: “We deliver a first-class service, and 
these new roles will strengthen the frontline.” 

See www.kent-pcc.gov.uk to respond to the 
consultation. 

■ What do you think of the proposals? Share 
you views. Write to: The Editor, KOS, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford TN25 
6SS or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk, 



TODAY: Sun and a few snow showers. 
Cold again with Light winds. Max temp -1 
to 2C (30-36F). TONIGHT: CLoudy. Win¬ 
try showers. Min temp -2 to 1C (28-34F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 04.54 5.7 17.39 5.3 

Margate 05.42 4.1 18.33 3.9 

St Mary’s 10.54 4.4 23.36 4.3 

WEEK AHEAD 

^2? Monday Max 3C Min -1C 

6$> Tuesday Max 3C Min -2C 

Wednesday Max 2C Min -3C 

Thursday Max 4C Min -3C 

Friday Max 4C Min -3C 

^Saturday Max4C Min-1C 
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BAD MOVE: Margate was voted a top place in the world to visit 


TOURISM 

Airline withdraws ‘tasteless’ 
advert lampooning Margate 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

BUDGET airline company easyjet has apologised 
and withdrawn a marketing campaign which 
poked fun at the seaside town of Margate. 

Fuming residents accused the company of be¬ 
ing “tasteless” with its advert which stated: “This 
year, end up in Malaga, not Margate”. 

Incensed councillors, traders and residents 
launched a Twitter campaign called Love Mar¬ 
gate, which began trending soon after. 

Just days later easyjet apologised and con¬ 
firmed it had withdrawn the advert. 

Councillor and Margate resident Will Scobie 
defended his home town. 


He said: “Margate is a fantastic town for peo¬ 
ple to visit. 

“We’ve just been named as one of the top 10 
places in the world to visit; we’ve got exciting lo¬ 
cal shops that you can’t find anywhere else; the 
new Turner Contemporary art gallery and an air 
show this summer, easyjet picked the wrong 
place to insult with their campaign.” 

The airline confirmed it had stopped running 
the advert. 

In a statement it said: “There was no intended 
criticism of the town but, of course, we apologise 
to any residents of Margate who have been of¬ 
fended by the campaign. 

“easyjet has taken the decision to cease run¬ 
ning the ads.” 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

Top of the range ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door, superb product maintenance free. 

Totally secure and fully guaranteed. 

RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 



TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR 
WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 


TEL: 01622 765993 


INC VAT & FITTED FREE!!* 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 


MAIDSTONE • CANTERBURY 
CROYDON • COLCHESTER 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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EMPLOYMENT 


It’s no joke - Leeds Castle advertise 
for court jester to entertain visitors 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

THERE are not many jobs - unlikely to be any in 
fact - where you’d be paid to lark around. 

That is until now... 

For bosses at one of Kent’s most prestigious at¬ 
tractions are on the hunt for a happy-go-lucky 
person; someone who can tell jokes, turn cart¬ 
wheels, juggle and generally make a fool of 
themselves to get a giggle out of visitors. 

Yes, the jester is back. And so determined are 
staff at Leeds Castle to find the perfect candidate, 
they are asking that only happy people apply. 

The former royal palace near Maidstone is look¬ 
ing to reintroduce the historic tradition of 
the Tudor kings by appointing 
their own joker to entertain the 
masses this summer. 

Applicants must be able to 
chat with visitors, teach basic 
circus skills and perform tricks. 

If they also have an interest in 
history and can speak foreign 
languages, even better. 

Chief executive of Leeds Castle, 

Victoria Wallace, said: “The principle 
of appointing a jester is just as it was in 
Henry VIII’s time. When the royal court 
visited the castle, there were about as 
many people in their retinue as we see 
visiting on a sunny weekend. 

“Having someone whose job it is to 
make visitors laugh can’t be a bad thing.” 

Candidates will be put through their paces 
in the interview process, with all applicants 
invited to perform throughout half term to 
visitors, who will then choose their favourite. 




HAVING A LAUGH: Candidates for the jester job will be invited to perform at half-term in February 


The jester will then receive his or her official 
appointment in time for the Easter holidays. 

A spokesman for Leeds Castle said the success¬ 
ful ‘fool’ will be paid £8.75 per hour and will be 
required to work 30 hours a week between mid- 
March and mid-September. 

The job advert states: “We are looking for a 
jester who is proficient at juggling, tumbling 
or other gymnastic skills. You will need to be 
funny with a comprehensive repertoire of jokes 
and patter, rather than just one ‘act’, and most 
importantly be able to judge an audience and de¬ 
liver entertainment at an appropriate level.” 


A jester, or fool as they were also 
known, was a historical 
person employed to 
entertain a ruler in medieval 
times. 

Many courts throughout English 
history employed these professional 
fools, who performed music, tricks, 
riddles and acrobatics. 

But when Charles I was 
overthrown in the civil war in the 
17th century the jester was never 
reinstated and became extinct. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


**No end to cold snap 

WEATFIER forecasters are predicting no 
immediate end to the icy blast which brought ice 
and snow throughout much of this week. 

Temperatures fell below zero as the icy blast 
swept across the county, prompting appeals to 
ensure elderly relatives and neighbours were 
checked up on to ensure they were coping with 
the conditions. 

For the latest weather news for the county, 
log on to our website - www.kentnews.co.uk. 

Motorists pay the price 

POLICE say a total of 211 motorists were 
arrested as part of its Christmas anti-drink and 
drug driving campaign. 

All failed roadside breath tests after being 
stopped between December 1 and January 1. In 
total, officers carried out 682 breath tests 
throughout the month. 

In one case, a Thanet man, 47, was found 
more than five times over the legal limit. He was 
banned from driving for more than two years. 

^Paloma Faith tour date 

CRITICALLY acclaimed chart star Paloma Faith 
has confirmed she will be performing a one-off 
open air show in the county this summer. 

The star will perform at Bedgebury Pinetum 
on June 21 as part of the Foresty Commission’s 
popular Forest Live concert series. A day later, 
American superstars Blondie perform. 

The singer is currently promoting her latest 
album, Fall to Grace. It has been nominated in 
the Best Album category in next month's Brit 
Awards. 

Tickets are on sale now. 


Picture: ADY KERRY 



IN THE SADDLE: Sir Chris was joined by hundreds of fans at Gravesend's Cyclopark this week 
SPORT 

Testing time suits Olympic star 


SIX-times Olympic gold medallist Sir 
Chris Hoy heaped praise on a leading 
Kent cycle venue when he paid a special 
visit on Wednesday. 

The cycling legend applauded Graves¬ 
end’s Cyclopark as he tested out his new 


range of bikes with hundreds of fans getting 
the chance to cycle alongside their hero. 

Sir Chris said: “This is a great facility 
and the closed road circuit was perfect for 
our testing with plenty of twists and turns 
to get a feel for the bikes’ handling.” 


Carpets - Vinyls - Laminates - Rugs 




r Carpets 


407 Footacray Road. New Eltham. SEO 3UL 

O pa rung times Mon - Tust * Wod * Fn - Sal 10am * 4pm 

Fitting and delivery are FREE a minimum spend applies 

Measuring undertaken when time cannot be supplied 
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COUNCIL 


KCC dips into reserves 
cuts put pressure on 150 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

MORE jobs look set to be axed 
at County Hall as council chiefs 
are forced to find an additional 
£34 million in the wake of cen¬ 
tral government cuts. 

It pushes the amount of sav¬ 
ings needed at Kent County 
Council for 2013/2014 up to 
£94m, instead of the anticipat¬ 
ed £60m gap set out in au¬ 
tumn’s draft plan. 

Leader Paul Carter said there 
could be as many as 150 extra 
job cuts later this year as he 
unveiled the budget proposals 
on Wednesday. 

Three years ago, KCC set out 
plans to save £340m over four 
years, which included some 
1,500 posts being scrapped. 
This is now closer to 1,600. 

Cllr Carter warned there 
could be more still to come, but 
said the council was working 
hard year-on-year to protect 
frontline services. 

Pressed on whether services 
would remain unscathed with 
less staff and the subsequent 
additional pressures on the re¬ 
maining workforce, he stressed 
that “innovative” measures 
were being taken. 

“The jobs will come out of 
back office staff and middle 
management,” he said. 

Cllr Carter said money kept 
in reserves as a fall-back was 
also being dipped into to help 
fill the spending gap. The draft 
budget had detailed plans to 
use £6m of this, but he said an 
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SAVINGS: From Left: Cllr Paul Carter has announced up to 150 job 
cuts at the council while Cllr John Simmonds admitted times are 
tight. Labour's Cllr Leslie Christie has slammed the proposals 


additional £3m is now needed, 
admitting it was a concern. 

But despite the huge savings 
needed, Cllr Carter has con¬ 
firmed a council tax freeze. 

“We are doing all we can to 
freeze council tax for the third 
successive year, despite mas¬ 
sive reductions in government 
grant allocation to fund local 
government services,” he said. 

“Year-on-year, we are show¬ 
ing how innovation and integ¬ 
rity - brought together by 
elected councillors and experi¬ 
enced staff - can give us ways 
to look after the bills and pro¬ 
tect services. 

“So we need to deal with our 
own circumstances with intel¬ 
ligence and common sense. In 
the spirit of that attitude, we 
have already worked hard to 
find more than £2 50m of sav¬ 
ings over three years. 

“I’m proud of what we have 
achieved and pleased we can 
continue to keep the burden on 
residents as low as possible.” 

The additional £34m sav¬ 
ings revealed in the proposed 


budget was due to a cut in 
grants from central Govern¬ 
ment amounting to 9.5 per 
cent - £ 13m short of the reduc¬ 
tion estimated by KCC. 

Finance cabinet member 
John Simmonds said there 
could be even more changes 
made by the Government. He 
stressed that some £2 50m had 
already been saved of the 
£340m savings needed over 
the four years and that they 
were on target. But he admit¬ 
ted times were tough. 

“We are having to do a lot of 
things differently and this has 
meant staff have had to work a 
lot harder,” he said. 

Adult social care is being hit 
hard with a five per cent cut, 
amounting to £18m, and re¬ 
ductions in staffing costs will 
amount to £llm. Children’s 
services also look set to see a 
big chunk of its funding cut. 

Medway Council will publish 
its budget proposals at the be¬ 
ginning of February. It will go 
to cabinet on February 12 and 
to full council later that month. 


Children’s services show first 
steps towards improvement 


VULNERABLE children are being better 
cared for following a major overhaul of chil¬ 
dren's safeguarding services by Kent County 
Council, according to Ofsted inspectors. 

County Flail chiefs said there had been a 
"massive effort" by staff and members and 
significant investment - amounting to around 
£20 million - to turn things around following 
a damning Ofsted report in 2010. 

It had found KCC’s child protection 
"inadequate" and in the worst cases, children 
had been left at significant risk of harm. 

Some 2,700 vulnerable children were found 
to be without a social worker. 

But the latest report following an unan¬ 
nounced inspection at the end of last year 
deemed safeguarding services "adequate", 
showing a great improvement. During the 
inspection, a random sample of around 200 
children found that none had been ‘left at risk 
of, or suffering from, significant harm'. 

The report said the service was judged 
"adequate", meaning it was meeting the 
minimum requirements. 


Ofsted said: "Senior leaders within the 
council, supported by strong and well- 
informed political leadership, have delivered 
a significantly improved response at the point 
of referral to children's social care services. 

“In consequence, children who are at risk 
of harm are protected by effective initial 
screening and prompt subsequent action." 

But improvements are still needed, with 
weaknesses in planning for children in need, 
as well as getting the right help for those not 
at risk but needing extra help. 

They also said it was important to make 
sure social workers do not stop help for 
children too early and that managers need to 
get better at checking the quality of work 
done by staff and give them regular feedback 

Ofsted highlighted the high rate of children 
going back into the care system and needing 
repeat child protection plans. 

Cabinet member for specialist children's 
services, Jenny Whittle, said while the report 
recognised the work done to raise standards, 
KCC was only "part of the way along the road". 


funding 
more jobs 


ANGER AT MORE CUTS 


Labour county councillor Leslie Christie 
called the job cuts "dreadful". 

"These are probably 150 low paid 
workers, probably part time," he said. 

"I can't believe KCC can say it's cutting 
1,600 jobs but not affecting frontline 
services. Yes, they're not cutting social 
workers, but they're cutting their support 
staff which means social workers will have 
to take on extra work, putting them under 
more pressure, impacting frontline services. 

“I would've started with talking to the 
Government to try and convince them there 
needed to be a more sensible way of 
tackling this rather than just slash and burn. 

"I would consult with the public on 
whether or not they would prefer to accept 
a small increase in the precept to help 
maintain important services, such as those 
for the elderly and children. 

"I think Paul Carter announcing that KCC 
is freezing council tax for a third year is a 
very populist thing to say. 

"If people would like to see a 5p a week 
increase and keep important services then 
they should be able to say so." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


^ Roads cash boost 

COUNTY Hall chiefs have confirmed there will 
be a further £6.2 million of Government money 
invested into Kent's roads. 

The cash - £4m for the forthcoming financial 
year and £2.2m for 2014/15 - was announced by 
transport secretary Patrick McLoughlin as part 
of a nationwide road funding package. 

KCC's Bryan Sweetland said: "This is 
welcome funding that dovetails with the 
new approach to maintaining our roads." 

^Funding up for grabs 

BUSINESSES are being urged to bid for Govern¬ 
ment cash Loans as a new round of the Regional 
Growth Fund opened this week. 

Business minister and Sevenoaks MP Michael 
Fallon encouraged firms to apply for some of the 
£350 million on offer while on a visit to Hythe. 

Mr Fallon said: "Jobs are being created, 
money is being invested and the fund is making 
a difference. This additional round will help keep 
the momentum going." 

^Leadership changes 

MIDKENT College is on the hunt for a new prin¬ 
cipal following changes to the structure of the 
organisation's senior leadership. 

Stephen Grix will relinquish the position he 
has held since 2005 at the end of the current 
academic year, but will continue as chief 
executive on a part-time basis. The two roles 
will merge in 2015. 

For details, see our recruitment section. 



Mercedes-Benz 


Our new Online Van Service Advisor is now live at Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 

Offering a fast and convenient way to get a quote or request a booking for your 
next Mercedes-Benz Van Service or repair 

www.mercedes-benzvanservicing.co.uk/sparshatts 
It’s available 24/7 online, with no hidden charges, the prices are for fixed price 
repairs, so its quick and upfront to get a quotes. 
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Online No obligation Quote Convenient First-class Service QR Code 



Of course you can still call us or drop in to get your quote or make your booking, just call 

0844 396 1122 : Ashford : Dartford : Sittingbourne : Tunbridge Wells 
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All installations are carried out by our own 
skilled window fitters, who have all attended 
and passed the course to meet the British 
Standard Institute requirements for the 
installation of windows and doors. The latest 
testimonials to the quality of our installations 
are updated daily on our website. 


KM98320 
BPF 362/2 
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Windows. Doors & Conservatories 


These are just a few of the testimonials we have received in the last month! 


CALL 

FREE 


0800 50 50 70 


Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co.uk 


13th December 2012 

Mr Kelly, Mitcham 

Very pleased with the installation. 

Mr Willson, Rochester 

Very pleased with the end result. 

The fitters were excellent. They were 
very professional and worked hard 
in the two days they were on site to 
complete the job. Thank you. 

Mrs Warham, Broadstairs 

The men came, worked hard on the 
FSG it was freezing cold. I was pleased 
with the workmanship especially in 
such unpleasant weather. 

Mrs Ralph, Sittingbourne 

Very polite and 
hardworking. 

Ms Wyles, Deal 

The young man that came to install 
my Britelite Window and doors was 
prompt, very polite and didn't stop 
once for a drink although they were 
offered. I was very impressed with his 
working standards. 

Mrs Webb, Teston 

Next year we intend replacing the 
back window. Therefore we will be in 
touch with you than. 

Jo Lane, Biggin Hill 

Our fitters were friendly and efficient 
and tidy. Our sales rep again was 
friendly informative and didn't start 
at silly prices. Nice man. Very pleased 
with windows. 


11th December 2012 

Mr Adams, Crowborough 

First class job, very satisfied 

Mrs Cooper, Edenbridge 

Very friendly and efficient. 

Mr Pegg, Cliftonville 

Extremely efficient, courteous and 
helpful fitting team. My unfortunate 
disability was well acknowledged. 


10th December 2012 

Mr Trigg, Chatham 

Very good work, nice 
bunch of lads, any 
issues were dealt with 
and put right; kept 
dirt and noise to a 
minimum. Very fast 
work. 

Mr Guerra, Putney 

This is the second time the fitter has 
installed windows for me. On both 
occasions his work has been top 
quality and he is very professional in 
his attitude and work. 

Mrs Scoon, Middlesex 

I was pleased with the service from start 
to finish. The initial person who gave 
the quote and the teams who worked 
on the porch and conservatories. All 
professional and knowledgeable and 
the manner in which they conducted 
themselves will ensure we use Britelite 
again in the future. 


Mr & Mrs Mower, Maidstone 

A 1st class job from a 1st class 
company! A super job, lovely 
workman who were professional and 
took pride in their work. Excellent 
windows and doors which have 
transformed our home. The office 
staff have also been efficient with 
good communication. Many Thanks. 

Mrs Newbury, Hatfield 

We were very impressed with the 
service we were provided with from 
the sales representative coming 
to quote for windows through to 
installation I must say the fitters were 
very tidy, professional and helpful 


27th November 2012 

Miss Stapleton, Erith 

It's the second time 
we have used Britelite 
and once again very 
pleased with results. 
Your team friendly 
quick and efficient 
and work done to 
a high standard. All 
areas cleaned well 
when finished. 

Mrs Contreas, Ramsgate 

Fitter very efficient, cleaned and tidied 
afterwards. Friendly manner. 

Mr 8c Mrs Styles, Epsom 

The fitters were charming helpful, 
polite and tidy a pleasure to have in 
ones house. 

26th November 2012 

Mr & Mrs Mattock, Sittingbourne 

Both my Dad and Mother in law had 
your doors and windows fitted and 
were very pleased with them. Apart 
from supplying quality products at a 
very reasonable price, we were 
particularly pleased by the sales reps 
no pressure quote. There was no sign 
today to get this price technique, 
which I think most people really dis¬ 
like. I am happy to recommend your 
product. 

Mr & Mrs Mattock, Sittingbourne I 

am very satisfied with the base team. 
They were friendly and worked with 
enthusiasm throughout the base work. 
Top team very friendly work tirelessly 
throughout the days that they worked 
completing the conservatory. 

P.Hookham, Bromley 

Very highly 
recommended 
workmen excellent 
and very neat and 
tidy 

Mr O'Brien, Rochester 

The whole process was quick and easy 
from start to finish, the installation 
team did a very good job putting in 
the windows the workmanship was 
A++ would recommend to anybody. 


Mr Manwaring, Hildenborough 

Excellent workers good attention to 
detail, no hesitation in recommending 
Britelite. Conservatory is everything 
we hoped for. 

Mr Skinner, Tonbridge 

The sales rep turned up when he 
said he would. He was friendly and 
pleasant to deal with. The office staff 
were friendly and efficient every time 
we contacted them. The installers 
arrived in time, they were friendly, 
did a great job and left the property 
tidy. I can't recommend Britelite highly 
enough. 

Mr & Mrs Schmidt, Forest Row 

On time, fast, efficient. 

Ms Stockwell, Cobham 

Very nice, company - helpful without 
trying to do a hard sell. I felt people 
were honest and straight forward. 


3rd December 2012 

Mrs Bertelsen, Dover 

Excellent workers, got on with the 
jobs directly they arrived. Very 
pleasant to talk to. Left rooms 
very tidy and clean when they left. 
Recommended. 

Mr Akhurst, Rainham 

A very good job done, 
fitter left it clean and 
tidy very pleased with 
the new door could 
not ask for better 
service. 

Mr & Mrs Little, Rochester 

Fitter were very approachable for 
questions and gave 100% to their 
work which showed in the end result. 


29th November 2012 

Mr & Mrs Godden, Deal 

After having all our windows replaced 
by Britelite and being so pleased 
with both product and workmanship, 
we decided to have a new front 
door, which has also reached our 
full expectations of the quality and 
installations from Britelite. No mess, 
no fuss, from installers who were very 
friendly and polite, clean and tidy. 
Thank you again. 


28th November 2012 

Miss Todd, Hounslow 

Tidied up beautifully. 

Mr San, Hayes 

The fitting team very good at their 
job. Would recommend to others for 
future work. 




BRITEUTE'S 




Transform your home, SAVE MONEY on your heating 
bills with BRITEUTE'S energy efficient windows! 
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Mrs Vocking, Chertsey 

The workmen were very polite and 
tidy. Everything was covered up when 
they were working and they left the 
place tidy and did the job well on first 
glance. 


7th December 2012 

Mr & Mrs Ahmed, Tunbridge Wells 

Fitters are very good 
and overall everything 
is excellent. Keep your 
standards and service 
same like this. 

6th December 2012 

Mrs Joel, Uckfield 

Beautiful windows, fantastic quality. 
Thank you. 


Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co.uk 


Mr Boardman, Ashford 

I must comment on the standard of 
the installation team as excellent, 
very clean and tidy and we are most 
pleased with the end result. 


30th November 2012 


Ms Arnold, Sidcup 

We're really pleased with our new 
porch doors and windows. Service 
from the whole team was excellent. 
The fitters were very tidy and cleaned 
up after themselves. The whole 
experience was very good. Would 
definitely use you again when we 
want our windows done. 


Mr McGibbon, Rainham 

Excellent experience all round. 
Good advice, friendly and helpful 
staff. 


Mr 8c Mrs Betts, Watford 

First class job done by very friendly 
professional fitter. Excellent at 
cleaning up afterwards, beautiful 
windows and doors. We wouldn't 
hesitate to use Britelite again and 
recommend you to friends and family. 
Thank you. 


Mr 8c Mrs Aldridge, Maidstone 

The wife and I are 
more than pleased 
with the work done 
on the door and 
windows. The two 
workers were very 
good, they left the 
place tidy. I would 
recommend your firm 
to anyone. 
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CELEBRITY 

The village hall play that inspired 
an Oscar-nominated leading lady 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

WATCHING her mother on stage in 
an amateur production in a small 
village hall in Kent proved to be one 
of the major inspirations for Oscar- 
nominated actress Naomi Watts. 

The 44-year-old Hollywood star 
- up for an Academy Award for her 
role in Asian tsunami film The Im¬ 
possible - was born and raised in 
Shoreham, near Sevenoaks. 

Growing up, she went to the local 
school and even took part in pro¬ 
ductions staged by the amateur 
dramatic society. 

And she still has followers in the 
village - who say they are delighted 
at the success which has seen her 
take major roles in films including 
Peter Jackson’s King Kong, and 
David Lynch’s Mulholland Drive. 
She is also set to star as Princess Di¬ 
ana in a forthcoming bio-pic. 

Kate Britton is currently presi¬ 
dent of the Shoreham Players - a 
group to which the actress’ mother 
belonged and which organised her 
stage debut. 



TALENT: Naomi Watts stars in The Impossible 


FROM KENT TO HOLLYWOOD 


Naomi was bom on September 28,1967. Her parents 
divorced when the future star was just four years old 
and mum Myfanwy Looked after her and brother Ben on 
her own. But the couple had a reconciliation before the 
tragic death of Naomi's father, Peter Watts, in 1976 of a 
suspected drug overdose. 

The remaining family members relocated to Angelsey 
before leaving for Australia when Naomi was 14-years- 
old. She started appearing in Australian TV shows 
before moving to the USA and getting her first film roles. 


She said: “My son, David, 
went to school at the village 
primary with Naomi. Her 
mother, Myfanwy, or Miv as 
she was always known, 
played Eliza Doolittle in a 
production of Pygmalion the 
players put on at Shoreham 
Village Hall. By all accounts 
she was extremely good. 

“Apparently that was one 
of the inspirations for Naomi 
wanting to become an ac¬ 
tress. 

“Then there was an old 



fashioned music hall style event 
the players staged in the village 
hall and Naomi was in the chil¬ 
dren’s chorus - that would 
have been in the 1970s.” 

Naomi, then aged five, was 
fascinated by her mother’s cos¬ 
tumes and change of voice. 
Throughout the show she 
waved at her mother, but got 
\ no response apart from a 
brief wave. 

The Shoreham Players 
got back in touch with the 
family when celebrating a 


major landmark. 

Mrs Britton said: “We celebrated 
our 80th anniversary in 2004. We 
had a big party and decided to try 
and get in touch with Naomi, who 
was just starting to make it big. 

“It was Miv who got back to us, 
saying she had very happy memo¬ 
ries of being part of the players. 

“There’s a feeling of pride in the 
village at what Naomi has achieved 
and it is fantastic news that she has 
been nominated for an Oscar.” 

The Academy Awards will be 
presented on February 24. 


r i 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


^Teen 'made up’ attack 

A TEENAGER has been fined for wasting police 
time after falsely claiming he had been robbed 
at knifepoint - even self-harming to make the 
claim more realistic. 

More than 10 officers were called out in the 
early hours of Tuesday morning to Baxendale 
Court in Ashford. But officers became suspicious 
when the 19-year-old "victim" gave inconsistent 
accounts of what had happened. He then 
admitted he had made it up and was fined £80. 

^Oast house in blaze 

FIRE crews tackled a blaze in a converted oast 
house in the village of Chilham on Tuesday 
night, which left one man needing hospital 
treatment for inhaling smoke. 

The fire broke out in a two-storey converted 
oast house in Canterbury Road and took over an 
hour to extinguish. It is believed the fire started 
in a chimney and then spread to the main 
building. The oast house had been converted 
into a private property. 

Nightmare on the A2 

MOTORISTS faced huge delays after a car trans¬ 
porter overtuned on the A2 near Gravesend - 
and spilled its load over the carriageway. 

Tailbacks stretched back four miles and the 
road was partially closed for hours as recovery 
of the vehicles took place. 

Two people were injured in the incident. The 
Lorry driver has serious, but not Life threatening, 
injuries and a motorist suffered minor injuries. 



Winter 

Savings 

f? B 

It* ■ 


HYPNOS 




The Trio Guest Bed 

This Trio bed is designed as a space saving 
solution. Other mattress options available, 
e.g. Single size with mattresses 

Was £941 Now £649 


HYPNOS 


Diamond Latex Superior 

The Sealy ‘Diamond Latex Superior’ features a Micro Quilted mattress, topped with a deep 
layer of Innergetic Latex. Available both as a standard divan set and drawer divan set, with a 
choice of size options. 

Double size divan set Was £1188 Now £699 


C arkes 


sale 




price 

match 


✓ 


Pillow Top Silk 

Available as a standard non-drawer or 
optional drawer divan set. 
e.g. Double size 4 drawer set 

Was £1739 Now £1199 


Big Brands, Big Savings 

Clarkes www.clarkesthebedexperts.co.uk 

The Bed Experts Sandling Road, Maidstone Tel. 01622 753073 see website for details 
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EDUCATION 

Teaching how to spot warning signs in a 
bid to prevent repeat of drowning tragedy 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

THE former headteacher of an 11- 
year-old boy, drowned by his de¬ 
pressed mother, has urged teaching 
staff to play a greater role in spotting 
children at risk of abuse or neglect. 

David Craggs, of plush public school 
Gad’s Hill in Higham - set in the 
former home of Charles Dickens - 
stressed that while schools were doing 
a good job, tragic cases such as that of 
James Taylor highlighted the need for 
greater safeguarding, particularly 
with deep cuts being seen across coun¬ 
cils and support services. 

Tragic James had been a pupil at 
Gad’s for just seven weeks before be¬ 
ing removed and placed in Wilming¬ 
ton Grammar School in Dartford. 

It is understood his mother was 
struggling financially before drugging 
and drowning her son in the bath at 
their home in New Ash Green in 
2008. She was detained indefinitely 
in a psychiatric hospital under the 
Mental Health Act. 

Explained Mr Cragg: “We had James 


TRAGEDY: 

James Taylor, 
Left, was 
drowned by 
his mother. 
Headteacher 
David Craggs, 
right, wants to 
prevent such 
incidents from 
happening 


at our school for six or seven weeks; 
he would have been in Year 11 now. 

“We didn’t notice anything to 
suggest a problem. Reports, after 
his death, said the mother was having 
money problems and that’s likely to 
be why she took James away from our 
school. 

“There was nothing obvious to sug¬ 
gest something was going to happen. 

“What happened to James very 
much made the issue stand out for us. 

“It shows these things can happen 
anywhere. If it happens in what is 
seen as a nice, independent school like 



Gad’s. It can happen across the board.” 

Mr Craggs said most schools do a 
good job identifying and supporting 
children recognised as vulnerable and 
at risk. But he said more needs to 


be done as cuts to councils are felt. 

“This is why after the Christmas 
break, all staff at Gad’s completed fur¬ 
ther in-depth child protection training 
to assist in ensuring our pupils are 
safe both at school and at home,” he 
said. “This included kitchen, mainte¬ 
nance and cleaning staff. We don’t 
know who’s going to see what. They 
might see something in the car park 
before schools starts. 

“I’m sure we’re not perfect, but 
we’re very much at the forefront.” 

Mr Craggs, who has been head of 
the school for 13 years, said the Jim¬ 
my Savile scandal highlighted prob¬ 
lems within institutions. 

“The underlying message from this 
case is that too frequently people don’t 
do anything,” he said. 

“They don’t report it. The British 
Medical Association did some research 
a few years ago with health care work¬ 
ers, which found that the natural 
thing for people to do is to explain 
things away and not face up to the un¬ 
palatable truth that teachers or par¬ 
ents could be abusing a child. 

“Often institutions seek to defend 


their own people. It seems the BBC 
was trying to do that with Jimmy 
Savile. I think schools are better than 
most institutions; society and other 
organisations are trying to catch up.” 

When asked whether there was a 
danger of false accusations and inno¬ 
cent people being targeted, Mr Craggs 
admitted this was a risk. 

“There is a danger that teachers or 
parents are accused of things they 
haven’t done,” he said. 

“Eighty-five per cent of accusations 
against teaching professionals are 
seen to be malicious. But there is still 
that 15 per cent who have been guilty 
of wrongdoing. 

“The process has to be vigilant and 
open, and fair and quick. It can have a 
huge impact on a person’s life but 
you’ve got to get to the bottom of 
what’s going on. 

“It’s a difficult thing to tackle. It 
means having to deal with parents 
or a carer who is potentially being 
accused of child abuse. But if it’s 
not dealt with, it might be allowing 
abuse to carry on which will destroy a 
child’s life.” 



MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 

Canterbury-based company specialising in accidents at work, 
medical negligence, head injuries and car/motorcycle accidents. 



Contact in now 
Tfelep+tone 



01227 768374 

Email: 

14 Rose Lane, Canterbury 
«wr,(irin|«f«fwnafinjijry4ajuk 




Girlings 


NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 


Divorce, personal injury, 
the annoying neighbour 
an unpaid bill. It's dispute, 
dispute, dispute. 

Makes you long for a 
nice bit of conveyancing. 

Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and as a lawyer 
I deal a lot with people's problems. For the 
most part, my clients are grateful for the 
help I can give. Because I never forget 
that while it's my job, it's often the most 
important thing that's happened to them. 

And, actually, that goes for conveyancing too. 

RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 


RECOGNISING VICTIMS 


Schools across the UK are 
obliged to train their staff every 
three years in being alert to the 
signs and how to react. 

They must also have a 
designated child protection 
officer. 

Teachers have to report signs 
of abuse, but Mr Craggs said 


while physical abuse is easier 
to spot, emotional abuse and 
neglect is harder. 

He said the school is also on 
the lookout for signs of trauma 
caused by domestic abuse or 
divorce. 

“Children can get dragged into 
being pawns in the parent's war." 


CRIME 


Robbery in broad daylight 


A 50-year-old businessman was 
robbed of nearly £8,000 in a broad 
daylight raid. 

Police are now appealing for 
witnesses to the crime which took 
place at around 10.20am on 
January 14 in Cavour Road, 
Sheerness. 

The victim was carrying £7,891 


in a plastic bag concealed in his 
jacket as he walked from his place 
of business. 

He was apporached by two men 
who demanded the cash before 
they ran off down Invicta Road and 
then Galway Road. 

Anyone with information should 
call police on 101. 
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DC 


Implant Centres 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 

The ultimate 
alternative to 
dentures 


No more loose, missing or 
false teeth - because now there's 

Smile-ln-A-Day! 


Award Winning Dental ImplantTreatment 


If you've lost confidence because of dentures, or loose or missing teeth, the advanced 
Smile In A Day technique from TDC is the answer. 


Before 


Dentures or loose or 
missing teeth means lack 
of confidence, reluctance 
to smile, inability to eat 
properly and enjoy food. 



Well give you a natural smile with smooth,even teeth using a method that takes less time and 
causes less pain and discomfort than conventional treatment. We don't use dentures, plates, 
crowns or caps. Instead, we employ a technologically-advanced technique which provides a 
permanent solution so you can talk, smile, laugh and eat with absolute confidence. 

How can we give you all this in just one day? Because our General Dental Council registered 
specialists* use a pioneering system that is both tried and tested. And because we've refined our 
skills to become as efficient as possible. 


After 


Smile In A Day gives you 
back your confidence with 
a beaming, natural smile - 
and lets you eat and enjoy 
whatever you want. 



TDC Harley Street Clinic 


77 Harley Street, London W1G 8QN 


Call today to see how Smile In A Day 

• A permanent, natural smile 

• The ability to enjoy food again 
Confidence when you meet people 

• An end to shame and embarrassment 


:an give you all this: 

Extremely high success rate 

Superior skill levels from registered specialists 

Full guarantee on all work 

Choice of easy payment options 


TDC Folkestone Clinic 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BE 


TDC Peterborough Clinic 


3rd Floor Market Chambers, Cathedral Square, 
Peterborough PEI 1XW 


Call today to arrange your free, no obligation consultation. 


0800 041 3011 

Visit our website for more information: www.smileinaday.co.uk 


WtNtJfch 
# •• 


Read more testimonials from our happy 
customers on our website. 

"Wow. Thank you so, so much. 
I love my new smile." 

Sally Ann, Smile In A Day patient. 



r 


00 





Let Smile In A Day bring back your smile. 


*Our surgeons are all specialist Periodontists or Maxillofacial surgeons. **lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 
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forever Qreen ^Jawns 

/\rtificiaf Grass Specialists 

Email: sales@forevergreenlawns.co.uk 



Free Phone: 0800 668 1958 • Tel: 01732 323122 



• No More Mowing • 

• No More Brown Spots • 

• No More Muddy Kids • 

• No More Muddy Paw Prints • 


Just sit back & relax 
Usable all year round 
Child & Pet Friendly 
No Fuss, No Hassle, 
No Worries 


• Free Samples • 

• Free Site Survey & Quotations • 

• Full Supply & Installation Service • 
Supply only service for the DIY Enthusiast 




Any Shape, Any Size, Any Where 



9 LIFE CHANGING STEPS 
TO ACHIEVE A PERFECT 
ALL YEAR ROUND 
LOOKING LAWN. 

Step I. Decide to change that 
over grown lawn & call us. 

Step 2. Cut & remove existing turf. 
With a turf cutter 
Step 3. Level & compact area 
ready for aggregates. 

Step 4. Insert a treated timber 
edge to secure grass too. 

Step 5. Compact area with 
crushed limestone. 

Step 6. Screed, level & compact 
with sharp sand. 

Step 7. Lay a heavy duty 
geo-textile weed membrane. 

Step 8. Secure Artificial Grass 
onto timber edge. 

Step 9. Sit back, relax, 

& enjoy your Forever 
Green Lawn. 

Supply only or full 
installation service. 
Suppliers & Installers of 
top quality Artificial Grass. 


www.forevergreenlawns.co.uk 
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DEVELOPMENT 


Is nightmare traffic enough to 
drive restaurant chain away? 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

WHILE town centres struggle against the seem¬ 
ingly endless collapse of major high street names, 
retail estates show no signs of slowing down. 

Free parking right outside the shop of choice, 
and stores bigger than a town centre could ever 
support, are two things making them the new 
retail hubs of our towns and cities. 

But for one former industrial estate, an explo¬ 
sion in major stores locating to its confines over 
the last decade has resulted in a traffic issue 
which threatens to grind a large part of the bor¬ 
ough to a standstill. 

Welcome to Tunbridge Wells’ North Farm. 

It already has outlets for the likes of super¬ 
stores Asda, Currys/PC World, a John Lewis at 
home and Marks & Spencer, in addition to a mul¬ 
tiplex cinema. 

And looming on the horizon is chicken restau¬ 
rant Nando’s - keen to establish itself at the cen¬ 
tre of the booming retail site. An application for a 
325sq-m restaurant has gone before council 
chiefs, creating 30 jobs and nestling next to Toys 
R Us on the Great Lodge Retail Park. 

But with no additional car parking spaces, it is 
feared the additional pressure could prove too 
much for the estate. 

The question concerned locals are asking now, 
is whether the extra traffic is reason enough to 
scupper the application? 

Greg Clark, the local Conservative MP, has 
long been concerned about the issue - especially 
over its impact on the town centre. 

He said: “We have one of the most beautiful 
town centres in the country and I would like to 
keep people in that area. 

“Visitors should visit the town centre rather 
than a former industrial estate.” 

Nando’s has provided a detailed transport re¬ 
port along with their planning application. 

But while Kent County Council says it is look¬ 
ing at improvements to the road network in the 
area, it warns they “won’t happen overnight”. 

County councillor and former Tunbrige Wells 
council leader, Roy Bullock, said: “It has changed 
over the past 10 years and is now a victim of its 
own success. It is a very prosperous estate, but 
the roads do now need to be sorted out. 

“The area is basically several significant devel¬ 
opments and they are quite separate, which 




Fri 21st June 

BEDGEBURY 

PINETUM 

NR TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 

03000 680400 
www.forestry.gov.uk/music 



NOW ON THE MENU: Nando's has applied for a spot on North Farm, but will the A21 jam the bid? 


means people drive from one to the other which 
adds to traffic movements. The secret is to get 
some interconnected links between the business¬ 
es. The council can also extract money from the 
developer to help pay for those improvements. 

“Everyone needs to make a contribution to 
help, but we need land to make the road dualling 
system work. We are working on it.” 

Alan McDermott, portfolio holder for planning 
and transportation for the borough council add¬ 
ed: “The council is continuing to work with KCC 
to progress the preliminary plans to improve the 
road infrastructure at North Farm. 

“We have recently received a planning 
application for a Nando’s restaurant and traffic 
will be a key issue in determining this applica¬ 
tion. Because the application is current, we 



Loch Long Hotel 


Loch Lomond National Park stb**-* 


This 6 day coach break staying at our 
Loch Long Hotel includes a “Ceilidh Night’ 
(Kay-lee), when you will enjoy typical 
Scottish entertainment with foot tapping 
music provided by accordionists, pipers 
and highland dancers. There will be an 
excursion everyday including the Oban, 
Edinburgh, Fort William, Glencoe, Rannoch 
Moor, Inveraray & a cruise on Loch Lomond. 

Tour includes: 

5 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions_ 

Pickup from Gillingham, 
Chatham, Rochester, 
Strood, Gravesend, 
Northfleet, Dartford, 
Birchanger Services 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 


All for just 


£189 

per person 


I 


Your special 
coach departs 
Monday 25th 
March 


are unable to comment further at this stage.” 

Councillors will be looking at the application 
on February 15 after the public consultation 
ended last week. 

■ What do you think? Share your opinion - 
email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or write 
to The Editor, KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Road, 
Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS. 


Boiler breakdown? 


You can hire 

The British Gas Team 


Our team of 
professional 
engineers will fix 
your boiler fast, 
and you’ll get: 



A competitive fixed-price quote 
Parts and labour included* 

All work guaranteed for 
12 months 


For a one-off boiler repair call 

0800 000 999 * 

quoting X846 


You don’t even need to be a British Gas customer, 
so save the number in your phone today. 


British Gas 

britishgas.co.uk Looking after your world 


* Terms and conditions apply. For further information visit 
britishgas.co.uk/999 t Prices for households within the M25 
vary. Subject to availability t Calls may be monitored and/or 
recorded for quality assurance and compliance purposes. 



North Farm's problems are, in no small part, 
due to becoming a victim of its own success. 

With Limited space in the town centre, and 
the opportunity to buy big sites capable of 
tapping into the Lucrative west Kent market, 
the Lure is obvious. 

Yet the estate backs onto the A21 - a 
bottleneck for travel between the town and 
nearby Pembury - and is often used as a 
cut-through by motorists Looking to get 
across town. They tend to all converge on 
the estate, which equates to traffic chaos. 

Meetings between the borough and 
county council have taken place in a bid to 
find solutions, which include road and 
junction widening, and potentially making 
some roads one-way. 

A key issue is also the dualling of the A21 
- a campaign for which has raged for years. 



Half price 

day trip 




i 23 




Hurry! 

Offer ends 20 February 


Call now! 


0844 335 1647 

eurotunnel.com/dayoffer 


* Valid on Tuesday 19, Wednesday FOLKESTONE - CALAIS 

20 and Thursday 21 February 2013. 

Subject to availability. Offer can be 
withdrawn at any time without prior 
notice.Terms and Conditions apply. 
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CRIME 


JUSTICE 


Cleaner jailed 
for burglary 

A WINDOW cleaner who 
burgled a woman's home in 
Laddingford in broad daylight 
has been jailed for two years 
and 10 months. 

Josh Allen, 21, of Loose 
Road, Maidstone, had knocked 
on a door but when there was 
no answer entered the house. 
He was discovered in the 
kitchen by the shocked 
homeowner. He fled but was 
identified and arrested. 


FIRE 

Dishwashers 
spark blazes 

FAULTY dishwashers have 
been blamed for two fires in 
the space of 24 hours. 

Fire crews were called to a 
kitchen fire in Sundridge, near 
Sevenoaks, on Wednesday 
morning - and another house in 
Tunbridge Wells the same day. 

Both blazes are believed to 
have been sparked by electri¬ 
cal faults with dishwashers. 

No-one was hurt in either 
incident. 


MP’s appeal for a law change to ensure 
criminals get the sentence they deserve 


CASESTUDY 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

A TORY backbencher is calling for a 
change in the law which would allow 
prosecution teams more powers to chal¬ 
lenge “unduly lenient” sentences im¬ 
posed on criminals. 

Dartford MP Gareth Johnson argues 
that while defence teams can automati¬ 
cally appeal any sentence given to the 
offender that they feel has been too 
tough, the prosecution is not granted 
the same privilege. 

He says the current appeals process 
“inherently favours” the rights of the of¬ 
fender over the victim. 

Only in the most serious of cases, 
those heard in crown court, can the 
prosecution team appeal what they be¬ 
lieve is a too lenient sentence. 

This power does not stretch to some 
sexual offences or serious assault cases, 
public order matters, burglary or dan¬ 
gerous driving. It means a person con¬ 
victed of a serous assault could receive 
little more than a slap on the wrist, but 
the prosecution is unable to appeal for a 
harsher sentence. 

Mr Johnson, who is a lawyer, will 
present a 10-minute rule bill in the 


As an example, Gareth Johnson 
highlighted the case of a 17-year-old 
boy with Asperger's Syndrome, a 
type of autism, who was viciously 
beaten by three thugs. 

He was kicked, repeatedly 
punched, beaten with a tennis racket, 
scratched with sandpaper and his 
head stamped on. He was thrown 
down a hill, pelted with dog mess 
and forced to drink alcohol until he 
passed out. 

His attackers pleaded guilty to 
assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm and common assault. 


House of Commons on Tuesday, high¬ 
lighting the need to balance the system. 

“Under current UK criminal proce¬ 
dure, defence teams can appeal any 
sentence they feel has been too tough,” 
he said. “This ability is automatic against 
sentences given at the magistrates’ court 
or youth court or through leave of a 
judge against crown court sentences. 

“Conversely the prosecution cannot 
appeal at all against unduly lenient sen- 


But a judge, despite describing the 
attack as "grotesque", handed out 
community service orders and three- 
month curfews as 'an intensive 
alternative to custody'. 

A large number of requests were 
made for an appeal of what were 
believed to be “unduly lenient" 
sentences. 

But as the current system only 
applies to certain offences, and these 
particular offences did not fall within 
the scheme, they could not be 
referred to the Court of Appeal for 
review. 


fences where they are imposed in the 
magistrates’ court or youth court and 
only for a handful of offences when sen¬ 
tencing takes place in the crown court. 

“Currently, it is only the most serious 
of cases that can be appealed by the 
prosecution. This includes rape, murder 
and serious robbery. 

“In some cases the sentence can be 
substantially changed on appeal, fur¬ 
ther supporting the argument that this 



TAKING ACTION: MP Gareth Johnson 


right should be available to the prosecu¬ 
tion in far more cases.” 

He added: “It also allows courts to be 
as lenient as they like without redress, 
yet subject to appeal if they are robust. 
My bill is designed to balance the scales 
and ensure sentencing can be chal¬ 
lenged for both victims and offenders.” 

The 10-minute rule bill is one of the 
ways a backbench MP can introduce 
legislation. 


OPEN SUNDAY 
10-4 
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SAVINGS! 

Why not give 
your home a 
full makeover! 



i.40 

ilOO 


£2 


HOUSE CLEARANCE 

CHEAPER THAN THE REST AND ALL FOR A GOOD CA US E 
. Landlords, tenants £ homebuyers 
Furnish your home for under £500 with good quality 
furniture £ electricals fi help fight heart disease V 
& save lives too! 


• Suites • Lounge Furniture • Dining Tables • Coffee 
Tables -Beds, Bedroom Furniture • TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi's 
• Washing Machines • Fridges • Dishwashers 


We need your donations of furniture 
& electrical items. 
10-11 High Street, 
Maidstone, Kent. ME141HT 
British Moon Maidstone: 0844 417 9226 

1 Sittingbourne: 0844 499 4168 

Opening Times: 

1 Monday-Saturday 9.30am-5.00pm 

1 * 1 Registered Charity Number 225971 Sunday 10 - 4pif1 

*Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers and mobiles may vary **We can reclaim 28p in every £1 raised from 
the sale of your donation from the HMRC. Occasionally we are unable to accept an item that is offered to us for reasons of safety and quality. 



The Fireplace 


A Family Run Business 



*Wood & Multi Fuel Stoves * Marble, Wood & Stone Fire Surrounds 
* Bespoke Fire Surrounds * Gas & Electric Fires * Chimney Lining 
* Full Installation Service * Gas Fire & Boiler Servicing 



Visit Our Showroom 
2 Castle Court, Castle Road, 

Eurolink Industrial Estate 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 - www.the-fireplace.net 
Opening Times: Monday-Friday 9-4, Saturday 10-4 






























www.kentnews.co.uk 


week ending January 20, 2013 I 13 



Established 1981 

gMipcm* 

Over 52,000 customers! 



DD-U0 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


January Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 




WINDOWS 


WNDOWS 


WNDOWS 



7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,378 .2 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 


OFF All 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


w 

Celebrating over 32 years 
of beautiful windows... 

Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 





Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Si manias 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
29th 
January 




AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

CQC Open 6 days a week V b5eni2iso-i 

1 Uv 1 ! * UiPU Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com 
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ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE 
CONSTRUCTION 


MASSIVE 

SALE NOW ON 

BIG SAVINGS ON EVERY CABIN 




FREE PACKAGE 
UPGRADE 


FREE ROOF 
INSULATION 


FREE LAMINATE 
FLOORING 

FREE HOME SITE 
VISITS 


FREE INSTANT 
QUOTATIONS 

FREE BESPOKE 
SERVICE 


FREE WARRANTY 


Come and see our new ALL INCLUSIVE 
PACKAGE DEALS on log cabins at 


* NO HIDDEN EXTRAS all packages include vat, delivery, installation, roof coverings, fixings, door & window furniture 

* SUPERIOR QUALITY COMPONENTS thicker walls, roof & floor boards, premium quality windows & doors 
■ FREE SITE SURVEYS & ESTIMATES - from our friendly, experienced staff 

* NO PRESSURE SELLING - we don't need to, our product sells itself 
' FULL BACK UP SERVICE - unparalleled warranty & after service 

* MADE TO MEASURE SERVICE AVAILABLE - we can fully design, manufacture and build your log cabin to your pecifications 


available with...internal rooms/laminate flooring/double glazing/insulation/electrics/climate control 


Call us for a free colour brochure 
or a no obligation quotation on 


0845 45 99 444 


Johnsons Nursery 
Old ThanetWay, 
near McDonalds, Chestfield, 
Whitstable CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks TNI4 7AD 
01959 533466 


Notcutts Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
Newham Court Village 
Maidstone ME 14 5LH 
01622 730777 


www. j ohnsonsgardenbuildings .co. uk 
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PARANORMAL 

Book reveals the dark side to historic spa town 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

JUST weeks after we revealed the 
remarakble tale of how Kent’s Big- 
foot had been reported roaming the 
Common in Tunbridge Wells, now 
comes a book devoted to examining 
the town’s spooky history. 

And it includes reports of a ghast¬ 
ly dragon, said to once haunt Ang- 
ley Park, spectral horsemen, phan¬ 
tom smugglers, ghostly children, 
and even hell hounds. 

Local ghost expert Neil Arnold 
has already penned books on a host 
of Kent towns, among them Maid¬ 
stone, Chatham, Rochester and 
Ashford. 

Now the royal town gets the 
treatment as he delves into tales of 
ghosts and ghouls. 

Mr Arnold, from Chatham, said: 
“This is a dark ride to the other 
side. 

“This book goes in search of 
things that go bump in the night, 
with stories of creepy castles, 
haunted old pubs and a trip through 
the Pantiles; one of Kent’s most 
haunted locations.” 

Included are tourist attractions 
like Sissinghurst Castle, Scotney 
Castle and Bayham Abbey. And 



BIGFOOT A BIG HIT 


When we reported in 
November of a sighting of a 
Bigfoot on Tunbridge Weds 
common, the story quickly 
caught fire and spread across 
the national press. 

Dubbed the Kentish 
Apeman, it is claimed he 
towers eight foot tall, is 
covered in hair and has red 
demonic eyes. 

He was spotted last year - 
in a sighting similar to one 
nearly 70 years ago on the 
same spot. 

See http://bit.ly/WBMKlg 
to read the story which 
started it all. 


there are numerous tales from 
Rusthall, Groombridge, Lamber- 
hurst and Hawkenbury too. 

The author added: “I was keen to 
collate stories no-one else knew 
about, and then shed light on so- 
called local, yet classic, tales. 

“I delve into the Pantiles, which 
is rumoured to harbour around 10 
ghosts, but I also looked at the more 
bizarre legends such as the dragon 


said to once i nh abit Angley Park 
and feast on men who had mis¬ 
treated their lovers.” 

But he openly admits, he remains 
to be convinced that ghosts are real. 

He adds: “I am not a huge believ¬ 
er in ghosts but feel it necessary to 
have mystery in our lives, and sadly 
ghostly tales are usually only con¬ 
fined to Halloween or to be told 
around a roaring log fire at Christ¬ 


mas. All my books create a creepy 
atmosphere with tales of phantom 
horsemen, ghostly children, and 
phantasmal women. Tunbridge 
Wells has so many stories like that. 

“I spent a lot of time scouring 
dusty archives, and some creaky 
old wooden buildings in search of 
obscure ghostly tales.” 

The book is published by The His¬ 
tory Press, priced £9.99. 



REVEALED: Neil Arnold outside Groombridge 
Place, left is Scotney Castle. Both are haunted. 




V* 
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1 BATHROOM 


I ’ if* i 

Vn . 

PRICES TAILORED 

FOR YOU. 


? \ ( 

, * \ 

1-3 Iron Bar Lane Off Burgate 

Canterbury Kent CT1 2HN 

Tel 01227 459525 

bathrooms by ^ 

R i P P ies 0 

'r 

/ 

Award winning showrooms nationwide 

www.ripples.ltd.uk 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Status Quo set to storm the castle 
again for outdoor summer show 



RETURN VISIT: Tickets to see Status Quo perform are expected to sell out fast 


DEATH 

Witness appeal 
as dog walker 
dies following 
motorbike crash 

A 61-year-old man, knocked down as 
he crossed the road while walking his 
dog, has died from his injuries. 

The victim had been walking his pet 
on Whitstable Road in Faversham, 
near the recreation ground, on the 
evening of December 7, 2012, when 
he was hit by a Honda motorcycle. 

He was taken to the Royal London 
Hospital suffering from a severe head 
injury, but died on Tuesday. 

The incident happened at around 
9.20pm and police are keen to hear 
from anyone who may have seen the 
incident or the events leading up to it. 

Investigating officer, Detective 
Constable David Holmes, said: "I 
would urge anyone with information 
about this collision, particularly in the 
moments leading up to it, to come 
forward and contact Kent Police." 

The rider of the motorcycle has 
co-operated with the police. 

Police say the victim's family 
have asked for his name not to 
be published. 

Witnesses to the collision who have 
not already come forward are asked 
to contact the Serious Collision 
Investigation Unit on 01622 798538. 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant. co.uk 

STATUS Quo will be returning to 
Medway this summer after confirm¬ 
ing a date on their upcoming world 
tour. 

The rockers, currently celebrating 
50 years in the industry, will perform 
as headliners for one of the Castle 
Concerts in Rochester on July 17. 

The band - featuring founding 
members Francis Rossi and Rick Par- 
fitt - last performed at the Castle Gar¬ 
dens in 2010 to a sell-out crowd. 

Tickets for this year’s show go on 
sale on Monday, January 21. 

The date forms part of a string of big 
name shows which have become a 
key date in the county’s live music 
calendar. 

Last year, the Castle Concerts fea¬ 
tured the likes of Jools Holland, Steps 
and the double-bill of soul stars Billy 
Ocean and Alexander O’Neal. 

Medway Council’s portfolio holder 
for community services, Howard 
Doe, said: “Status Quo remain one 
of the most popular acts ever to per¬ 
form at the concerts and they always 


create an amazing atmosphere in the 
Castle Gardens. 

“Tickets always sell out fast, so I 
would remind anyone hoping to go 
along not to leave it too late.” 


This year’s line up also includes the 
popular Castle Proms on Saturday, 
July 20, which features the Royal 
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra and 
special guests performing a rousing 


world-wide record 
sales to date 

64 

number of British hit singles, 

22 of which made the top 10 

1968 

year they released their 
first single, Pictures of 
Matchstick Men 

106 

number of appearances 
on Top of the Pops 

selection of flag-waving favourites. 

■ Tickets for Status Quo cost 
£35. Castle Proms cost £30. More 
headline acts will be confirmed 
over the coming weeks. 



ABBEY COURT SCHOOL teaches pupils with Severe, and Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties between 
the ages of 3 and 19. The school is based on 2 sites in Rainham (Nursery and Primary, and Strood 
(Secondary and Further Education) 


m. ht .l h 

An insight into who we are. 

A tour of the school and presentation. 


A presentation on how our teaching and 
learn-ing is differentiated to meet the 
special needs of our pupils. 


Are you currently working as a Supply 
Teacher? 

Have you thought of widening your experience 
working with Special Educational Needs pupils? 

Would you like to find out more? 

Why not come along to our Taster morning and 
discover more about working in a special school... 


Questions and answers. 


This school is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. Any 
offer of appointment for post is subject to 
a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau 
Disclosure. 


Tuesday 5th February 
9.30am to 1pm 

Abbey Court School, Long Catlis Road, Rainham, Kent 
ME8 9TX 

To reserve a free place, telephone the school on 
01634 338220, ore-mail 
office@abbeycourt.medway.sch.uk 



FILM 

Battle to achieve Hollywood dream 


A BUDDING film maker has taken another step 
towards Hollywood after being selected for the 
final of an international film competition. 

Kevin Andrews from West Kingsdown is now 
hoping his short film idea, Last River, emerges 
triumphant at The Pitch competition. 

Along with nine other entrants, he will be 
pitching his ideas to industry professionals at 
Pinewood Studios this weekend. 

The overall winner will receive an opportunity 


to have their film made with production support 
and a budget of £25,000. 

The winner will go to Hollywood, meet Ralph 
Winter, producer of the X Men and Fantastic 
Four, and a host of other industry professionals 
who will give feedback on the completed film. 

Mr Andrews said: “I believe my story has a 
strong voice and a great visual style. This 
competition has been an amazing experience so 
far - like nothing I've ever known. 


L'.'- 


BRITISH-DRIVEWAYS.CO.UK 

I 




ESlra 

Block Paving I Tarmac Red/Black I Pattern Imprinted Concrete 
Shingle I Concrete I Hot Tar And Chip Drives I Resin Bound Surface Dressing 
Permeable Driveways I Drainage Systems I Soak Away Units 
Brick Walls I Fences I Wrought Iron Railings And Electric Gates I Lighting I Artifical Grass Lawns 
Grab Lorry Hire I 360 degree Excavator/Operator I Twin Drum Compaction Equipment 


08443426 815 


: ■-jU.:- N&-. 


10% deposit will book your installation, balance payable on completion of all works 

CALL AN AGENT IN YOURAREATO BOOKYOURFREE SITE SURVEY 

Tunbridge Wells Maidstone Medway 

01892 572 873 01622 686 285 01634 561639 

(By Appointment Only) The Pantiles Chambers, 85 High Street, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1XP 

View our gallery and follow us on and □ a Yefl.com 
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DOMESTIC ABUSE 


‘More should have been done’ to 
prevent murder of abused wife 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THE police handling of the case 
which led to the brutal murder 
of beauty salon owner Natalie 
Esack, 3 5, is to be the subject of 
a review. 

Her estranged husband, Ivan 
Esack, 38, was on Monday sen¬ 
tenced to a life term behind bars 
- to serve a minimum of 28 
years - after he was found 
guilty of her murder. 

He went to her salon last 
April in Ashford town centre 
and stabbed her in front of her 
colleagues. She died from her 
injuries. 

Her death came after a pro¬ 
longed period of abuse and 
death threats. 

Following the sentencing, a 
woman’s group said action 
should have been taken earlier 
by police and the handling of 
the case is to be the subject of a 
multi-agency review, which 
will be made available in late 
February. 

Anne Lyttle, of the Rising 
Sun domestic violence charity 
in Canterbury, said suggestions 
of a previous strangling at¬ 
tempt should have meant Mrs 
Esack was classified as at a 
higher risk. 

Following a death after do¬ 
mestic abuse, authorities are 
obliged to undergo a ‘domestic 
homicide review’ in order to 
ensure lessons can be learned 
by all agencies involved. 

Sentencing Esack, Judge 
Charles Byers at Maidstone 
Crown Court said he had shown 
no remorse for his actions. 

He said: “You had previously 
made her life a misery, subject¬ 
ing her to repeated physical 
and verbal abuse. And yet she 
never offered you any malice, 
not of any sort. 

“You are a controlling man 
and the only way you could 
continue to control her life was 
to take it from her. ” 

Esack’s trial at Maidstone 
Crown Court lasted four weeks. 



Police say that killer Esack 
had a long history of abuse and 
violence towards his wife. 

The stocky former police of¬ 
ficer, who was attempting to 
forge a career as a football 
agent, often menaced the life of 
the woman, who was just five 
feet one inch tall and weighed 
just over eight stone. At differ¬ 
ent times he threatened to kill 
her, her family, her dog and fi¬ 
nally himself. 

On one occasion he stran¬ 
gled her until she became un¬ 
conscious - inside the hair¬ 
dressing salon in which she 
finally met her terrible death. 

But the victimised woman 
persistently refused to bring 
charges against her husband. 

Det Ch Insp Paul Fothering- 
ham was the officer in charge 
of the murder investigation, 
codenamed Operation Goblet. 

He said: “Natalie was a car¬ 
ing individual who didn’t want 
to do anything to him, even 
though she was suffering do¬ 
mestic abuse and violence.” 

Violent and remorseless Es¬ 
ack served as a Kent Police of¬ 
ficer for seven years and his 
career was described as “com¬ 
pletely unremarkable”. 

He left the force and set up as 
a football agent, claiming to 
know high-profile figures such 


as Rio Ferdinand and Sir Alex 
Ferguson. He did not have a 
single player on his books. 

Esack and Natalie married in 
2006 and two years later set 
up Esack Hair Design on Ash¬ 
ford High Street. 

But the marriage deteriorat¬ 
ed and in October 2011 Natalie 
went to Ashford police station 
and complained of abusive text 
messages and calls - including 
threats to shoot her and her fa¬ 
ther. 

A month later, Esack volun¬ 
tarily surrendered his legal 
shotgun and licence to police. 

In February 2012, two 
months before her death, Na¬ 
talie called police saying Esack 
was threatening to kill himself, 
but after a psychiatric assess¬ 
ment, he was allowed home. 

On March 13, Justin Khada- 
roo - Natalie’s new partner - 
dialled 999 and officers over¬ 
heard her in the background 
saying “You aren’t allowed to 
come in - you tried to kill me”. 

Police attended, but she did 
not want to press charges or 
give a statement. However, as 
they investigated further, they 
learnt of the strangulation at¬ 
tempt. 

At one point, Esack told Na¬ 
talie during a phone call that 
she was “walking dead”. 


THREATENING: Ivan Esack had previously strangled Natalie 
in the hairdressing salon where he eventually killed her. He 
had also phoned her and told her she was ‘walking dead' 


FAMILY’S GRIEF 


Natalie's family issued a 
statement after the court 
hearing: "We, as a family, 
are all totally devastated 
at the Loss. Natalie was 
the head of our small 
family. We all Looked up to 
and respected her. 

"We would ask anyone 
who may be suffering Like 
Natalie to please seek 
help before it is too late." 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 





DAY OF THE STABBING 


■ On April 30, 2012, Natalie Esack and her 
colleague and friend Chelsea Ford had 
travelled to work together. 

■ Esack, meanwhile, called the salon and was 
told Natalie did not have an appointment until 
10am. At 9.22am he went to Sainsbury's and 
bought a knife, as recorded by CCTV. 

■ Driving into the town centre and parking at 
County Square, Esack then walked to the 
salon, approaching from the rear via the path 
around the town church in order, say detec¬ 
tives, to confirm Natalie was present. 

■ After entering, he passed Ms Ford and 
went up to Natalie, stabbing her at least 


nine, possibly 11, times. The attack lasted 
around 20 seconds and it is believed the 
first stab was to the throat, thought to be 
to silence her screams. 

■ Esack continued to stab his victim after she 
collapsed on the floor, such was the force of 
the thrusts that the knife blade was bent and 
the tip broken off. 

■ Ms Ford ran for help and paramedics arrived 
at 9.55am but were unable to save Natalie, 
who died from her injuries. 

■ Esack was arrested at his home, he had 
drunk three cans of special brew and half 
a bottle of whisky. 



The chic harbour cafes. 

The glittering promenade. 

From there, Cannes, Monaco... 
the beauty of the entire French 
Riviera is on your doorstep. 
Book now at ba.com/gatwick 

To Fly. To Serve. 


Limited availability. Prices are one-way including taxes and charges, correct as of 28/12/12 but are subject to change at any time. Departing from 
London Gatwick to Nice Cote d'Azur for travel between 15/04/13 - 25/06/13 but excluding 23/05/13 - 02/06/13. For full terms and conditions go 
to ba.com/gatwick 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Have your say and help us to plan 
for the future of the Kent Downs 




In the table below please tick three features of the Kent 
Downs that you feel make it special. 

Features of Kent Downs natural beauty 

Please tick the top three features that you feel make it special 

□ Chalk Downland (wild flower grassland) 

□Woodland 

□ Landform and geology, cliffs and coast 

□ Ancient lanes and paths 

□ Orchards/cobnut platts 

□ River valleys 

□ Hedgerows 

□ Historic settlements and buildings 

□ Mixed farmland 

□ Dry valleys 

□ Historic parklands 

Elements valued about the Kent Downs 

Please tick the top three elements that you most value about the area 

□ Scenery and views 

□ Wildlife 

□ Peace and quiet 

□ Opportunities for outdoor recreation 
□Villages and village life 

□ Historic buildings and features 

□ Dark skies 

□Amenities (eg public houses, Post Office) 

□Available local produce 
□Visitor attractions (eg gardens) 

□ Public rights of way network 

□ Locally distinct highways 

Please state any others that are important to you: 


Letting you know about the Kent Downs 

Please tick one answer for each 

Do you think our printed publications are 

Too fewQJust rightQToo manyQ 
Do you think our electronic communications are 

Too fewQJust right □Too manyQ 
Do you think we should use other electronic communications such as 
Facebook and Twitter? YesQNoQ 

Do you think The Orchid is a good way to let you know about the Kent 
Downs? YesQNoQ 


Please let us know what you think are 
the most important priorities for action 
in the Kent Downs AONB. 


_ ^ na f 

acas *°fwine 


Priorities for action 

Please tick your three important priorities for action in the Kent Downs AONB 

□ Prevention of illegal or damaging activities (fly-tipping, abandoned cars, etc) 

□ Conserving wildlife 

□ Conserving and enhancing views and scenic beauty 

□ Conserving tranquillity-traffic, development, visitor pressure etc 

(please state which) | | 

□ Preventing inappropriate conversion or loss of historic buildings 

□ Management of equine land use 

□Availability of information about access to the AONB countryside 

□ More information on features of AONB landscape 
(old field boundaries, coppice woodland, etc) 

□ More organised events, festivals etc 

□ Research and response to climate change 

Action needed to improve enjoyment of the AONB 

Please tick your top three actions 

□ Encourage farmers to adopt environmentally-sensitive farming techniques 

□ I mprove sustainable transport, bus links, cycle routes, walkers' shelters, etc 

□ Ensure peace and quiet-traffic management, control of illegal off-road 
use in the countryside, etc 

□ Greater emphasis on development control 

□ Getting out and about - removal of stiles, better marking of access routes 

□ Better information on wildlife in the AONB 

□ More information on where to go in the AONB (woodland, gardens, historic 
sites, community orchards, etc) 

□ Improve or increase the number of visitor facilities (eg car parking, public 
toilets) at key sites 

□ More information on what local produce is produced in the AONB and 
where to get it 

□ Highways management that respects the sensitivity of the AONB landscape 

□ Control of light pollution to protect dark night skies 

Please add any priorities or actions that are important to you: 



Send us your comments through our website www.kentdowns.org.uk or 
email us at mail@kentdowns.org.uk or post this form to us using the freepost 
address Kent Downs AONB Unit, Freepost MA629 f 2nd Floor, Invicta 
House, Maidstone ME14 1BR 


We are offering a half case of Kent Downs wine or an iPod shuffle to the first two entries out of the hat 
on 3rd February, 2013. If you would like to be entered for the draw please put your name and address in 
the space provided. You will be eligible if you provide feedback through the website, email or post. 


The information you provide will be processed by the Kent Downs AONB Unit to assist in the provision of services. 

If you would like to take part in further consultation on the Kent Downs AONB Management Plan Review please tick this box □ Your information will not be disclosed to a third party. 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


What do you love about the Downs? 

Now's the time to voice your views on this outstandingly beautiful area 




W hat do you think makes 
the Kent Downs a truly 
special landscape? 

Is it the dramatic cliffs, ancient 
woodlands, the delicate chalk 
grassland, old churches and vibrant 
communities dotted throughout the 
landscape, or its tranquillity and 
remoteness? You tell us. 

The Kent Downs offer much 
value to those who visit, work and 
Live within it. With a status on par 
with National Parks, the Kent Downs 
is an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) - a Landscape whose 
distinctive character and natural 
beauty are so outstanding that it 
is in the nation's interest to safeguard 
them for the future. 

Yet to balance the competing 
needs, wishes and wants for this 
Landscape and to fulfil its role - to 
conserve and enhance natural beauty 
- we need to plan for the future. 

Helpfully, the Government has 
made management planning in 
AONBs a compulsory process 
and we at the Kent Downs AONB 
Unit are working with all Local 
authorities to review the current 
management plan. 

We need your help. We invite you 
to fill in the short questionnaire 


opposite to tell us what features of 
the AONB you value the most. How 
should we be caring for and Looking 
after it now and for future 
generations? 

Your views, along with other 
information and evidence that 
we collect, will feed into the Kent 
Downs Management Plan 2014- 
2019. In early summer, you will have 


the opportunity to comment on the 
draft plan. Once all comments are on 
board, the final plan will go through a 
formal process of 'adoption' with the 
relevant local authorities and 
published in early 2014. 

Thank you for taking the time 
to complete this questionnaire 
and helping us to continue Looking 
after this beautiful area. 


Visit www.kentdowns.org.uk to find out more about the Kent Downs AONB. 
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REGENERATION 

Coming this spring: A thrilling finale 

Since closing its doors to the public in October 2000, the former Odeon cinema site in Tunbridge 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

IT has stood empty for nearly 13 years, 
an eyesore at the heart of one of the 
county’s most picturesque town centres. 

But despite hopes last year it would 
finally be demolished, the final curtain 
appears not yet ready to fall on the 
long-running saga of the Tunbridge 
Wells cinema site. 

Developers this week confirmed 
they were still keen to push ahead 
with plans, but that economic con¬ 
cerns are applying the brakes. 

In response to a letter from a resi¬ 
dent published on a Facebook cam¬ 
paign site this week, Benjamin Du 
Boulay, director of the Carlyle Group, 
the private equity group which owns 
the site along with developers Bell- 
house Joseph, suggested hopes of the 
bulldozers moving in this year could 
be optimistic. 

He said: “While we have been work¬ 
ing hard towards our goal over the 
last 16 months, we have also been 
clear from the outset any work would 
not commence until we had the com¬ 
mitments from future tenants required 
to make the scheme viable.” 


He confirmed a supermarket is 
“very interested” in being the scheme’s 
anchor tenant and that once that deal 
was secured, along with other key 
tenants, work could push ahead. 

But the long-suffering town folk 
have heard this all before. 

Last April, the owners said they were 
in “advanced talks” with a supermar¬ 
ket and hotel chain. Nearly 10 months 
later, it would appear any imminent 
deal is not currently on the table. 

It was in 2000, when the Odeon 
pulled out of the former three-screen 
building at the top of Mount Pleasant 
Road, perched opposite the Town Hall. 

The cinema chain opted instead to 
concentrate on a multiplex on the 
outskirts of the town and the town 
centre site was subsequently sold. 

A convenant was put on the site 
preventing any other cinema chain 
from moving in. But as it changed 
hands and plans for hotels and shops 
were unveiled, the economic collapse 
in the years which followed its closure 
scuppered plans. 

Instead the building decayed in the 
full glare of the politicans peering from 
their windows across the busy street. 

Campaigners described it as the 


town’s biggest ‘grot spot’ and it has 
held the title ever since. 

It is particularly damaging for the 
town as the site includes a row of 
shops at the top of Mount Pleasant - 
all of which are boarded up. 

In addition, a recurring problem 
the town has faced is how to send 
shoppers and visitors from the busier 
top end of the town - which includes 
the likes of the Royal Victoria Place 
shopping complex - to the lower end, 
which includes the Pantiles. 

The cinema site sits on the cross¬ 
roads which divides the town, and it 
is seen as essential that the prime site 
unites the two halves. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
has been quick to point out it does not 
own the site, but campaigners say it 
should deliver on previous threats to 
issue a compulsory purchase order 
(CPO) on the site if the current own¬ 
ers do nothing. But with the council’s 
purse strings so tight, any such move 
would be high risk. 

According to council leader David 
Jukes, to use public money to inter¬ 
vene would add a staggering £1,000 
to each household’s council tax bill 
across the borough. 


The problems are intensified given 
the unique structural issues which 
impact on the site (see box off). 

A recent poll conducted by the local 
Liberal Democrats found some 92 per 
cent of people think the Tory-led coun¬ 
cil should have executed a CPO to 
kick-start regeneration on the site. 

David Neve, leader of the Lib Dems 
on the local council, said: “The town 
is in this position because successive 
Tory administrations have refused to 
take action while our town has suf¬ 
fered at the hands of developers.” 


UT) 

For a compulsory 
purchase order on 
the site, it would add 
£1,000 per household 
to council tax bills 
across the borough. 

DAVID JUKES, TORY COUNCIL LEADER 


Cllr Jukes, the Conservative leader 
of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 
hit back. He said: “I am as frustrated 
as everyone else by the lack of progress 
on the cinema site and have made my 
disappointment clear at regular meet¬ 
ings with the owners. 

“What the Lib Dem survey fails to 
mention is the potential costs associ¬ 
ated with a CPO for the cinema site. 

“The cost to our tax payers would 
be in the region of £10-15 million 
before the future re-use of the site is 
taken into consideration which will be 
in the region of £40-50m. 

“This could see a council tax in¬ 
crease of over £1,000 per household 
across the borough, per annum. 

“We are working to ensure, and I 
will not hold back, that the owners 
meet their obligations. We will not 
stop until the owners come up with a 
solution to demolish the site and 
present a planning application for a 
suitable replacement.” 

■ What do you think of the cinema 
site saga? Share your views by 
writing to: The Editor, KoS, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford 
TN25 6SS or email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk with your opinion. 


WE STOCK THE LATEST GADGETS 
AVAILABLE FROM... 

Buy 5 Get 
1 MOBILE FREE 


‘Limited stock 

Specifically, we can supply Mobile 
phones (GSM and CDMA), Video 
Gaines, Apple Ipods, Iphone, HTC, 
Laptops/Notebook Digital, musical 
instruments. Cameras and Plasma Tvs. 
Moreover, we also offer all kinds of 
international brand OEM/ODM service. 


fc'1 H 


1 


All our products are brand new 

1. Complete accessories 
(Well packed and sealed in 
original Company box) 

2. Sim free. 

3. Brand new (original 
manufacturer) box - no copies 

4. All phones have english 
language as default 

5. All material (software, manual) - 
car chargers - home Chargers - usb 
Data cables - holsters/belt clips - 
wireless Headsets (bluetooth) - 
leather and non-leather carrying 
cases - batteries. 


For order placement get back to 
us with the information below.. 

FULL NAME 
FULL ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 
COUNTRY 
ZIP CODE 

TOTAL UNITS ORDER 


Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

64GB.. 

Apple 

32GB.. 

Apple 

16GB.. 

Apple 


Apple 


Apple 


Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 

Apple 


iPhone 5 64GB.£700 

iPhone 5 32GB.£650 

iPhone 5 16GB .£500 

iPad 3 64GB wifi 4g.£600 

iPad 3 32GB wifi 4g.£550 

iPad 3 16GB wifi 4g.£450 

iPad 3 64GB wifi .£400 

iPad 3 32GB wifi .£370 

iPad 3 16GB wifi .£350 

iPad 2 2011 with Wi Fi 3G 

.£300 

iPad 2 2011 with Wi Fi 3G 

.£250 

iPad 2 2011 with Wi Fi 3G 

.£230 

Tablet iPad 64GB (Wi-Fi + 3G) 

.£200 

Tablet iPad 32GB (Wi-Fi + 3G) 

.£180 

Tablet iPad 16GB (Wi-Fi + 3G) 

.£150 

iPhone 4S 64Gb.£400 

iPhone 4S 32Gb.£370 

iPhone 4S 16Gb.£350 

iPhone 4G 32Gb .£400 

iPhone 4G 16Gb .£350 


£ Sterling & 
€ Euro accepted 


Samsung GT-19300 Galaxy Sill ....£300 

Samsung i9100 Galaxy Sll .£250 

Nokia Lumia 900.£300 

Nokia Lumia 800 (Cyan).£50 

MINIMUM ORDER: 

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE • BUY 5 GET 2 FREE 

We also stock Samsung, 
Nokia, HTC, Dell, Blackberry 

Video Games Console Playstation: 

• Sony PSP Slim Giga Bundle 

• Sony PlayStation 3 80GB 
Motorstorm Pack 

• Sony Playstation 3 60GB 

• Sony PlayStation 3 40GB 

Microsoft Xbox: 

• Xbox 360 Arcade Console 

• Xbox 360 Pro 60GB Console 

• Xbox 360 Elite 120GB Console 


Nintendo: 

• Nintendo DS Lite 

• Nintendo Wii Console 


FOR ENQUIRIES AND DETAILS CONTACT OUR EMAIL : alphofirm@yahoo.com 
PHONE : +447012948675 Yahoo Messenger Chat: alphofirm 
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bringing you the Latest news ■ sport ■ video ■ jobs ■ cars and property - .. .Just visit the Apple App Store 


to the 13-year saga of town cinema? 

Wells has become an eyesore to locals and a cause of huge consternation to the town’s council 



A key problem for the 
cinema site which blocks 
simple development is that 
beneath the building runs 
the railway tunnel which 
serves the nearby mainline 
train station. 

Any significant work will 
require careful considera¬ 
tion of the structure of the 
tunnel, meaning any 
temporary closure would 
see rail services to the town 
being stopped and resulting 
in a significant compensa¬ 
tion payment. 

It has proved a major 
thorn in the side of 
developers and put many 
off progressing with bids 
on the site. 

The cinema itself opened 
in 1934, and was a popular 
venue through the years. 

Initially boasting 1,600 
seats, the Ritz, as it was 
first named, was billed as 


Kent's "most luxurious 
cinema". As the popularity 
of offering more than one 
screen developed, it split 
into two and then into three 
-transforming a former 
cafe into a third, small 
screen. The cafe is famous 
for apparently being the 
place where the mother of 
rock legend David Bowie - 
who lived in Southborough 
and worked as an usherette 
in the cinema - met her 
future husband and the 
singer's father. 

Since the showing of its 
final film in October 2000, 
it has stood empty, with 
vandals and age causing 
ruin to its once impressive 
surroundings. 

Ironically, it closed while 
still making money. Since 
then, it has stood as an eye¬ 
sore, enraging politicians 
and residents alike. 




To keep you safe - whatever 
the weather 

WINTER MOTORING OFFERS 

ANTI-FREEEEZE & SCREEN WASH CHANGE 

£19.99 up to 1.6 petrol engines 
£24.95 up to 2.0 petrol engines 
£29.95 all diesels up to 2.0 

FREE CHECK 

Exhausts • Brakes • Tyres • Plus we price match 

£99 FIXED PRICE SERVICING 

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE MOTS 


Call us TODAY to book your vehicle in 

tor Market Service Centre ffrri 


a brand of pomphreys 


Applies to cars over 3 years old, under 2000cc petrol engines. Terms and conditions apply 

London Road • Bapchild • Sittingbourne • Kent ME9 9AQ Tel: 01795 598309 
40-42 Tribune Drive • Trinity Trading Estate • Sittingbourne • Kent ME10 2PG Tel: 01795 599877 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 
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CRIME 


ANNIVERSARY 


Shops’ concern over drink culture 


RETAILERS near the cathedral in 
Canterbury say they are growing 
increasingly concerned about the 
amount of vandalism taking place. 

Last weekend, police were called 
when a drunken reveller smashed 
the Canterbury Church Shop 
window in Orange Street, causing 


some £200 worth of damage. 

Bishop Damien Mead, chairman 
of the shop's board of directors, 
said: “Staff know that clearing the 
doorway of empty bottles, food 
packaging and sometimes even 
vomit, is now part of the routine 
after weekend revelries." 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 

Canterbury-based company specialising in accidents at work, » 
medical negligence, head injuries and car/motorcycle accidents. 



KbuLesp 109 % : 


»ff »prcfr *3 


Contact us now 
Telephone 

101227 768374 

Entail: 

p«rMma6Qfir(infif»«rsonaliftiuryxo.uli 

; 14 Rose Lane, Canterbury 
juryuc ojuk 


•oid i»jfTr. ictdvt 
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NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 


Musical tribute to honour popular 
busking pair who died in city pond 

By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

HUNDREDS of buskers are expected to 
take to the streets of Canterbury next 
weekend to mark the tragic deaths of 
two popular young musicians. 

Father-of-one Daniel Lloyd, 25, 
known to his friends as Taihg, and 17- 
year-old Hugo Wenn, were found 
drowned last year. The popular duo had 
been drinking and taking the then-legal 
high methoxetamine. 

Now, to mark 12 months since their 
bodies were found in Reed Pond, at the 
rear of Tennyson Avenue on the out¬ 
skirts of the city, friends and musicians 
will gather in Canterbury to play the 
music the pair loved. 

They will meet near Lloyds Bank on 
the High Street next Sunday, January 
2 7 - a popular location where Mr Lloyd, 
from Wincheap, used to perform. 

A tribute album, made by friends and 
fellow musicians, will also be on sale 
during the day-long event. 

Entitled One Love, One Heart, One 
Soul, proceeds will be split between Mr 
Lloyd’s daughter Kaia and the Dian 
Fossey Gorilla Fund, as nominated by 
the family of Mr Wenn, who lived in 
Barham. 


LAW CHANGED TO COMBAT LEGAL HIGHS 


LEGAL highs came under the 
microscope once more following 
the deaths of the buskers and other 
cases around the country. 

Last year, it was controversially 
decided home secretary Theresa 
May could instantly ban a substance 
for a year if it was deemed to be a 
serious danger. 

And in November, the 
Government made 
synthetic cannabinoids, 
like methoxetamine, often 
sold as ‘mexxy’, illegal 
under the Misuse of Drugs 
Act. 

The Home Office said 
at the time: "The UK 
is leading the way 
in cracking down 
on legal highs by 
outlawing not just 
individual drugs, 
but whole families 
of related 
substances that 
have the potential 
to cause harm." 



The move came after it was 
revealed in a report by the Interna¬ 
tional Centre for Drug Policy that 43 
Brits had died in 2010, compared 
with five the previous year, from 
using the so-called legal highs. 

Drug laboratories in the Far East 
work full time to alter their deadly 
recreational drugs slightly to bypass 
new legislation. 

With that in mind, and as 
drugs like mexxy became 
illegal, the report worryingly 
stated: "The rapidity with 
which these new substances 
have emerged appears to be at 
an increasing rate. In the past, 
the market for new 
v psychoactive substances 
* to explore evolved 
steadily over much 
longer periods of time. 

"It is now difficult to 
gauge what will be the 
next ‘big thing' to 
capture the attention of 
the regular recreational drug 
user." 


JANUARY 

SALE! NOW ON! 



FINANCE NOW 

AVAILABLE 


ALSTONS 

RUTLAND 

3-seater sofa and 1 chair 
Was £1090 


ALSTONS 

IXWORTH 

3-seater sofa and 2 chairs 
Was £2073 


CORNDELLl 

TAVISTOCK 

Table and 4 leather chairs 
Was £2073 


CORNDELL 

ANNECY 

Table and 4 chairs 
Was £895 


i 


Now£750 3 Now£1295 I Now£695 


MANOR 

OAK 

Table and 4 chairs 
Was £1395 


Now£1295 S Now£800 J From £299 


3FT DIVAN BEDS 

From £170 


4FT 6” DIVAN BEDS 


FREE DELIVERY AND DISPOSAL + 
MANY MORE GREAT OFFERS IN STORE 


Blundells 


35 -37 High Street, Sittingbourne ME 10 4AP 

Tel: 01795 423933 Fax: 01795 410644 

www.blundells-furniture.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday - Saturday 8.30am - 5.30pm, Sunday Closed 

Car parking available by appointment 
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/At/t/r'/r., * Free Delivery Fitting 

— ★ Expert advice 

★ Family company established 1925 


AMAZING JANUARY OFFERS 




SAVE 25% 

e.g Starter bed NOW ONLY £195 
WITH FREE DELIVERY AND FITTING. 


"TOULOUSE” OAK 



SAVE 25% 



25% OFF 

NEW PRODUCT LAUNCH 

Hand made "Bed Tailor" range 



Q&herborne 

FREE CHAIR OR 
MANUAL RECLINER 

Terms and conditions: Sofa and chair (or 2 sofas) must be purchased to qualify 
for the free chair 



Our price promise to you 

We won't be beaten on price 


Find the same product and offer for less, we'll match the price and beat it by 10% of the difference. 


+***/&*+ 


/ \ 


4 -ff Union Sena are, The Pantiles; i i* . _j i* 

TVnbridg* Xus. Xej tn4 ^he Immediate delivery 
Tei 01892 614150 on all stock items. 
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CAMPAIGN 

Agony of OAP selling her beloved family home 
to fund an ever-increasing bill for elderly care 


WHAT ARE THE DILN0T REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS? 


THE Dilnot Commission, chaired by economist 
Andrew Dilnot, drew up recommendations 18 
months ago aimed at putting an end to what 
many believe is an unfair funding system. 

The two key proposals are: 

■ A funding cap at £35,000, after which 
the Government would pay for care. This 
means an individual would pay for their 
own care - possibly funded by an insurance 
policy taken out when they are still 
working - and once they have contributed 
£35,000 would be eligible for full state 
support. 

■ An increase in the means-tested support 
threshold from £23,250 to £100,000. 
Currently, anyone with assets worth more 


than £23,250 has to bear the costs of their 
own care. Last year, more than 24,500 
people in the UK had to sell their homes to 
pay care bills. 

Prime Minister David Cameron and Lib 
Dem leader Nick Clegg pledged support to 
the Dilnot Report in the mid-term review, 
but have come under fire for the lack of detail 
in how they propose to take the reforms 
forward. 

Currently, elderly people are being left 
with no option but to sell their homes and 
use all their savings to pay for care. 

If the e-petition reaches 100,000 signa¬ 
tures, the Government will be forced to 
debate the matter in Parliament. 


CAPOURflfc 
CARE jtk 

COSTS^m 

By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

LAST week KoS joined forces with Kent County 
Council in a bid to launch the Cap Our Care Costs 
campaign and pressure the Government into 
introducing fairer care funding for our elderly. 

Our aim is to draw attention to the plight of 
elderly people who are being left with no other 
option but to sell their homes to pay for care, and 
are urging KoS readers to sign a Government 
e-petition, launched by KCC leader Paul Carter, 
calling for the Coalition to implement the Dilnot 
recommendations by 2015 (see box-off). 

Just days after launching the campaign, the 
heartbreaking extent of the problem emerged, 
with readers coming forward to share their expe¬ 
riences in struggling to pay for care for their 
loved ones. 

Geoff Snooks, from Swanley, is one of those to 
tell us his story. 


His 80-year-old mother suffers from rheuma¬ 
toid arthritis, osteoporosis and an impacted 
hip joint. She needs constant support and was 
admitted to a care home in Kent two years ago, 
costing more than £53,000 a year. 

The only option was to sell her beloved home. 

“My mother and father lived a very simple life; 
my father was a factory worker and it was very 
difficult for them to save to buy the house,” said 
Mr Snooks. 


“They never had a car; my father had a push 
bike. We never went on holiday. 

“The biggest hurt for my mother and father 
would be that the house they bought and paid 
for would be sold to pay for care and they would 
not be able to leave anything for their family.” 

Mr Snooks said the money his mother got for 
her house will run out in around four years. 

“We couldn’t get a place for my mother in any 
of the local authority-run care homes as there 


were no vacancies so she is in a private care 
home, which means we can’t get any assistance 
from the council. 

“At first, I had to finance the fees myself, but I 
couldn’t afford to be spending that kind of money. 

“We always knew we would have to sell my 
mother’s house and it sold quickly, but we had to 
accept about £20,000 less for it. 

“It went for £214,000 after costs were deduct¬ 
ed. This is being used to pay for her care, but this 
will only last four or so years and then we’ll have 
to approach the local authority for help. 

“Some of the costs may be picked up when her 
funds diminish below the current funding level 
of £23,500, but there will still be a big shortage. 

“And it also means she may have to move to 
another care home from the place she now calls 
home. Considerable care and effort was taken in 
finding my mother both the right kind of care 
and a home suitable for her needs and the care 
she receives is superb.” 

Mr Snooks has signed the Make Dilnot Happen 
by 2015 e-petition and urges others to do the 
same. 

“Paul Carter has my full support on this issue 
and I wish him every success in persuading 
Parliament to carefully and responsibly, consid¬ 
er this issue. I also urge KoS readers to sign the 
online petition. ” 

■ To do so go to http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/ 
petitions/43330 



Have your say on Kent's 



anagement Strategy 





This strategy sets out a countywide plan for managing the risks of local flooding (surface 
water, ground water and ordinary watercourses). It aims to coordinate the work of 
management authorities and improve our understanding to reduce flood risks in Kent. 

You can find out more by visiting 

www.kent.gov.uk/consultations 

and take part by completing the online feedback form 

www.consultations.kent.gov.uk/ 
consult.ti/localfloodrisk/consultationHome 
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HISTORY 

140th anniversary of 
voyage to Tasmania 
that ended in tragic 
hit-and-run sinking 


By Martin Hedges 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

TUESDAY, January 22, marks the tragic anni¬ 
versary of one of the greatest peacetime losses of 
life in the English Channel. 

On that night, 140 years ago, nearly 300 emi¬ 
grants were drowned in a shipwreck. 

However, this wasn’t a conventional drama on 
the high seas. This was a hit-and-run that took 
place within sight of Dungeness lighthouse. 

Their ship was the Northfleet, a well-main¬ 
tained sailing clipper, setting sail on a three- 
month chartered voyage to Tasmania in 18 73. 

The passengers were young - some in their 
teens. Many were Britain’s navvies; workers 
whose labour built railways, docks and canals. 
They had been recruited from around the UK to 
build a railway line on the island. 

The weather since leaving dock at Gravesend 
had been frustrating 
and the journey con¬ 
stantly delayed. 

A strengthening gale 
from the west with 
squally cold showers 
prompted the captain 
to anchor a couple of 
miles from shore in the 
lee of the bleak triangle 
of shingle that is Dunge¬ 
ness, to await favoura¬ 
ble winds. 

They felt safe there 
for a number of rea¬ 
sons. Foremost was the 
lighthouse itself; re¬ 
cently upgraded, it was 
the world’s first to be 
powered by electricity 
and thus the most pow¬ 
erful light anywhere. 

The Northfleet was 
not alone in the shal¬ 
low bay. Many other 
vessels, from fishing 
boats to big merchant 
ships were anchored. 

The nearest was just 
600 yards away. 

The passengers were bedding down in the 
converted hold at around 10.30pm when they 
heard warning whistles blowing and shouting 
from on deck. The next thing was the impact. 

A Spanish iron-hulled steamer called the Muril¬ 
lo, on its way from Dover to Lisbon, but off course 
by miles, had rammed the Northfleet, splintering 
her wooden side below the waterline. 

Very soon the deck of the Northfleet was over¬ 
crowded with nearly 400 men, women and chil¬ 
dren, jostling, shouting and doubtless praying. 

While the recently-married captain, Edward 
Knowles, who had brought his young wife 
aboard for their honeymoon, was trying to 
coordinate a calm escape, with women and chil¬ 
dren first, some of the passengers elbowed them 
out the way to take their place on one of just two 
lifeboats. 


Seeing the labourers threaten to prevent his 
wife’s boat escaping, the captain drew his pistol. 

His first shot missed, but the second hit a man 
- though he fell into the lifeboat and survived. 

Meanwhile, a cabin boy had been firing off blue 
signal rockets to get help from any other ship. 

None came, thinking the rockets were merely 
a call for a pilot ship. Eventually, three pilot boats 
did arrive, only to see the Northfleet sink, just 30 
minutes after the collision. 

Survivors recalled how soon the screams of 
those swept into the sea ceased. 

And what of the Spanish ship? 

The captain of the Murillo - almost certainly 
realising that the Northfleet was badly holed 
below the waterline - had simply ordered his 
crew to sail off into the night. 

The next morning, as the pilot boats entered 
Dover harbour with the few people they had 
saved, it was the beginning of national anger, 
but in those days there 
was no extradition. 

After numerous en¬ 
quiries and inquests 
the Murillo was named 
repeatedly. 

The captain and 
watch crew on duty 
were briefly arrested 
and held in Spain, but 
never tried or returned 
to England for any le¬ 
gal action here. 

The ship avoided its 
normal route for a time 
to keep it out of territo¬ 
rial waters. 

However, although 
it flew the Spanish flag, 
it was built in Glasgow 
and when its engines 
needed servicing or re¬ 
pair, which could only 
be done economically 
in the UK, the owners 
capitulated. 

Sent into English wa¬ 
ters some eight months 
after the tragedy, it was 
‘arrested’ in Dover and then sold and renamed. 

The proceeds were used to pay off the insur¬ 
ance claims on the Northfleet. 

Some justice, at least, for the 297 who lost 
their lives. 

Of the 74 passenger survivors, only two of the 
52 children on board were saved and one of 
the 42 women, aside from the captain’s wife. 
The captain went down with his ship. 

The only shred of good news was the one 
woman and child rescued were part of the only 
family saved. 

John and Lucy Sturgeon and their baby Har¬ 
riet, just seven months old at the time, all lived. 

One of Harriet’s descendants reported that 
though the Sturgeons lost all their belongings 
and spent time in a sailors’ home, they finally 
settled in Rotherham, where they opened a tripe 
factory and became “quite prosperous”. 


f 
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CULPRIT: Spanish steamer Murillo fled the scene 


NORTHFLEET’S ROLL-CALL 


On-board ship. 

379 

Crew members. 

37 

Men. 

248 

Women. 

42 

Children. 

52 

Number of dead. 

297 



DISASTER: The sailing clipper Northfleet had set sail from Gravesend, but sank off Dungeness coast 



Fares quoted are for return economy class flights from Manston via Amsterdam, including taxes 
and charges, and are subject to change. Fares are also subject to availability and exchange 
rate variation. Please check for exact fare at klm.com at time of booking. Book by 31.01.13 
Travel periods vary. Credit card surcharge will apply. Specific booking conditions and the 
General Conditions of Transportation of KLM and AIR FRANCE apply. Prices correct at 10.01.13 
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POLITICS 

Amid rising tensions, an expert on Falkland 
Islands explains their real worth to the UK 


HI.BM8ld8imM.MU 


Prime Minister David Cameron has already stated he 
would not hesitate in sending another task force to the 
islands to defend the 3,100 plus population, adding his 
Government's resolve is "extremely strong". 

Prof McAdam claims Argentina's president Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner is using the political row to deflect 
worries about her floundering economy. 

Mr Cameron said the island rulers will be decided by the 
islanders and another referendum will be held this year. 

Last April was the 30th anniversary of the Falklands 
War, which resulted in 649 Argentinean troops and 258 
British service personnel being killed. 

The situation is now also complicated further with the 
discovery of substantial oil and gas reserves in surround¬ 
ing waters. 



By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

AN EXPERT on the Falkland Islands 
says they continue to inject a consid¬ 
erable financial boost to the UK’s cof¬ 
fers, as tension surrounding their sov¬ 
ereignty continues to mount. 

Professor Jim McAdam, editor of the 
Falkland Islands Journal, has visited 
the islands on dozens of occasions and 
seen them flourish after the war with 
Argentina in 1982. 

Argentina’s president Cristina Fern¬ 
andez de Kirchner has been sabre 
rattling in recent months, accusing 
Britain of a “blatant exercise of 
19th century colonialism” and de¬ 
manded Las Malvinas - as the islands 
are refered to by Argentina - be hand¬ 
ed over. 

But Prof McAdam, who will be visit¬ 
ing Kent to deliver a lecture on the is¬ 
lands next month, says the situation is 
very different to that 30 years ago. 

He explained: “The Falklands are 
now financially independent from 
Britain - it is no longer a colony. They 
are virtually a country on their own. 

“She is just doing this to stir up po¬ 


litical opinion in Argentina.” 

The academic will be speaking at 
the University of Kent in a lecture 
called The Impact of the Shackleton 
Report (1976) on the development of 
the Falkland Islands. 

Prof McAdam, of the Queen’s 
University Belfast, spent three years 
in the Falklands from 1976, establish¬ 
ing an agricultural research unit 


and implementing part of the Shackle- 
ton Report’s recommendations on 
agriculture. 

The professor told this paper: “I am 
a big fan of the Falklands. Lord Shack¬ 
leton was sent by Harold Wilson to 
the Falklands in the 1970s. 

“Consider the context: Britain was 
gradually reducing its interest in the 
Falklands and there was a lot of inter¬ 


est in ditching them, getting rid of 
them and speeding up the transfer to 
Argentina. Wilson sent Shackleton to 
do an economic survey.” 

But, the academic said, instead of 
finding the islands were a millstone 
around Britain’s neck, they had 
actually earned around £1 million for 
the Treasury. 

Shackleton’s recommendation of 


massive infrastructure investment 
was largely ignored - until war broke 
out and politicians realised the people 
wanted to keep the islands. 

Following peace, the Labour peer’s 
report was looked at again, and more 
money did flow in to build roads, a 
runway and buildings, including a 
school. 

He said: “The enlargement of gov¬ 
ernment, both in its role and capabili¬ 
ty, is essential.” 

Farmers were helped and along 
with oil and gas exploration, fishing 
zones set up. 

Prof McAdam said: “Shackleton’s 
contribution was absolutely immense.” 

The lecture, organised by Falklands 
expert Professor Mark Connelly, from 
the university’s school of history, said: 
“Jim McAdam has been instrumental 
in helping provide the Falklands with 
much greater economic stability since 
the conflict ended and will provide a 
fascinating insight into why the is¬ 
landers are so resolute in their deter¬ 
mination to remain British.” 

The free lecture is on Friday, Febru¬ 
ary 8, at 6pm in Grimond Lecture 
Theatre 2 and is open to all. 
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MTW Healthcare 

The Wells Suite 


Considering cosmetic surgery? Put yourself in expert hands 




Renowned cosmetic surgeon 
Mr Brent Tanner MD (Cantab.) 
FRCS is taking bookings for free 
initial consultations at The Wells 
Suite at The Tunbridge Wells 
Hospital at Pembury. 


Mr Tanner offers a wealth of experience in all procedures including: 


• Breast reduction and enlargement 

• Liposuction 

• Brow lift 

• Breast augmentation 

• Thigh and buttock lift 

• Lip enhancement 

• Excessive skin removal 

• Rhinoplasty 


• Abdominoplasty (tummy tuck) 

• Face and neck lifts 


For an appointment and no obligation opportunity to discuss how cosmetic surgery could help you, please call 01892 635842. 

mtwhealthcare.co.uk 
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CINEMA 

Box office smash Les Miserables catapults 
county onto the big screen around the globe 



MONEY SPINNERS 


According to national arts promoters Creative 
England, feature films alone contributed 
more than £1 billion to the UK economy in 
2011, while Kent's economy was enhanced to 
the tune of £2 million in the last financial year. 

Location manager on Les Miserables, 
Camilla Stephenson, added: "People in each 
area couldn't have been more helpful and 
enthusiastic and made a difficult job a real 
pleasure. Only a tiny portion of our film was 
shot in France but there are some fantastic 
locations in England that worked perfectly as 
early 19th century France." 


ON LOCATION: The cast and crew of Les Miserables spent 11 days filming at Chatham Historic Dockyard 


By Joe Bill 

joe.bill@archant.co.uk 

THE big screen adaptation of Les Mis¬ 
erables shot straight to the top of the 
UK box office chart last weekend - 
banking more than £8 million. 

It then secued three Golden Globe 
awards - with many now tipping it to 
be one of the major winners at next 
month’s Academy Awards. 

But as stars Hugh Jackman and 
Anne Hathaway picked up their act¬ 
ing awards, they will owe a little of 
their success to the Historic Dockyard 
in Chatham - which welcomed the 
cast last year for filming. 

In addition, an appeal for extras 
proved so successful, the casting team 
had to turn hundreds away. 

All of which means there is a very 
Kentish feel to many of the crowd 
scenes of revolutionary France. 

The crew were at the dockyard for 
11 days - the longest stint at any sin¬ 
gle location in the UK for the movie. 

And it seems the county will be a 
familiar sight in movie theatres across 
the world over the coming years, with 
no let up in the number of major stu¬ 


dios looking to use the county as a 
backdrop for their films. 

A spokesman from the Kent Film 
Office - which promotes the county as 
a possible location to the movie indus¬ 
try - said: “Kent is a great place to film 
as it has an incredible variety of land¬ 
scapes, including 350 miles of coast¬ 
line with cliffs, sand and shingle. 

“It also has different architecture 
styles, ranging from Neolithic long- 
barrows at Kit’s Coty to ultra-modern 


public buildings like the Turner 
Contemporary. 

“For Les Miserables we assisted the 
location manager to look for various 
sites back in 2011 and they chose 
to shoot in Chatham as the dockyard 
was able to provide a location as 
the factory, court room and also vari¬ 
ous streets.” 

Les Miserables is the latest in a line 
of feature films to shoot at the dock¬ 
yard, which has also provided loca¬ 


tions for both of Guy Richie’s Sherlock 
Holmes films which starred Jude Law 
and Robert Downey Jnr, as well as 
fantasy film The Golden Compass and 
Amazing Grace. 

The dockyard is certainly no 
stranger to cameras. It has recently 
been the centre of TV series’ Coast, 
Countryfile, Call the Midwife and 
Great British Railway Journeys. 

Elsewhere, the likes of Harry Potter 
have been shot in Dartford and 


Brad Pitt was in the county only last 
month filming scenes for his movie 
World War Z in Thanet. 

The Kent Film Office confirmed 
there will be even more of the county 
on show later this year: 

“Unfortunately we can’t disclose 
any information about productions 
that have filmed in Kent and have not 
yet been released. However, there are 
several big feature films coming out 
this year which chose to shoot here.” 


NEW YEAR, NEW START, NEW HOME IN THE 

(jflPDfll Of (jnOLfinD 


What is shared ownership? 

Also known as ‘part buy/part rent’, this government funded initiative 
helps first time buyers purchase a share in a brand new home. A 
subsidised rent is payable on the remaining share. At a later stage, 
if you wish, you can purchase more shares in your home until you 
own it outright. The scheme helps first time buyers get a foot on the 
property ladder and work your way up to 100% ownership. 


Darland View 

Chatham (mes zfe) 

FROM £45,000 25% share 

A selection of 
two and three 
bedroom houses 
available. For more 
information please 
call Vikki on 
0845 359 6493. 


The Chase 

Longfield (DA3 zph) 

FROM £46,500 30% share 

B One and two 
bedroom 
apartments and 
three bedroom 
houses available. 
For more 

information please 
call Vikki on 
0845 359 6493. 


Kingsferry Place 

Iwade (ME 9 sfw) 

FROM £45,000 30% share 

B A selection of two, 
three and four 
bedroom houses 
available. For more 
information please 
call Katie on 


Christian Fields 

Gravesend (DA 12 idu) 
FROM £25,000 25% share 

One and two 
bedroom bedroom 
apartments 
available, some 
with private 
gardens. For more 
information please 
call Paula on 
0845 359 6387. 




* 5% deposit paid on selected plots. Terms and conditions apply. All prices are correct at time of going to press. 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage or other loans secured on it. Moat Flomes Limited is a charitable housing association. 
January 2013. 


►moat 


Home 

UK Government 
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PETS 

Explosive relationship 
has happy ending for 
retiring Afghan hound 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archantco.uk 

AN ARMY explosives expert has adopted a vet¬ 
eran bomb search dog after they bonded in trau¬ 
matic circumstances in war-torn Afghanistan. 

Corporal Andy Hawkett, from Gillingham, 
who serves with 221 Field Squadron (Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal) (Volunteers) part of 101 
(City of London) Engineer Regiment (EOD), first 
met Jake whilst on operational tour in Afghani¬ 
stan in 2010. 

Jake, a 12-year-old springer spaniel, with 14 
operational tours under his collar, has now 
settled in with his former handler’s family to en¬ 
joy a well-earned retirement. 

The dog, specially trained to search out impro¬ 
vised explosive devices (IEDs), had also served in 
Northern Ireland, Bosnia and Iraq. 

It was while on his last tour in Helmand Prov¬ 
ince he was introduced to his future new owner, 
Cpl Hawkett. 

Following a particularly catastrophic IED inci¬ 
dent, witnessed by them both, the bond between 
the two strengthened in the final months they 
had to serve before returning home. 

When Cpl Hawkett realised Jake was due to 


HOME FROM HOME: The Hawkett's - Michelle, Joshua, Courtney amd Andy - are proud to own Jake 


retire after 10 years’ service he asked if he could 
adopt him. 

Cpl Hawkett said “There is a standard process 
to follow which involves writing to the Defence 
Animal Rehabilitation Centre. 

“As a family we had to detail all the responsi¬ 
bilities we were willing to undertake surround¬ 
ing Jake’s future care and prove that we would 
take on animal medical cover for him. ” 

Jake’s rehabilitation from an Army dog to 


family pet took a whole 12 months to achieve 
including quarantine, health checks and civilian 
training, but now he is a much-loved member of 
the Hawkett family. 

Cpl Hawkett added: “When I knew Jake was 
up for retirement I wanted to replicate the sense 
of trust and loyalty he had shown to me and my 
colleagues in Afghanistan. We are honoured to 
have the opportunity to give him a good home 
for him to see out his retirement. ” 


CHARITY 

Keira pins her hopes 
on you giving an hour 
to Marie Curie Cancer 



A CANCER charity is appealing for people 
across the county to donate an hour of their 
time to help support its major annual fundrais¬ 
ing push. 

Marie Curie Cancer Care wants to recruit a 
team to hand out its famous daffodil pin in 
return for donations as part of its Great Daffodil 
Appeal in March. 

The money raised will help Marie Curie nurses 
to provide more free care to local people with a 
terminal illness in their own homes. 

This year's campaign has been supported 
by Hollywood actress Keira Knightley and actor 
Stephen Mangan. 

Fiona Dodd, commu- STAR 

nity fundraiser, for TURN: 

Marie Curie Cancer Keira 

Care, in Kent, said: Knightly 

"We need 200 people 
from the county to 
help. Collecting is 
a great experi¬ 
ence and I hope 
everyone will 
help us make 
this year's Great 
Daffodil Appeal 


■ To volunteer 
visit www. 
mariecurie.org. 
uk/daffodil. 



BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED 

INTERIORS 


• FREE MEASURING AND ADVICE • CURTAINS - E>GENSIVE RANGE 

• BLINDS - ALL TYPES • AMAZING WALLPAPERS & PAINT 

• SOR FURNISHINGS AND UPHOLSTERY • OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


www.vinehouseinteriors.co.uk I 01732 882904 
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Most days Margaret feels lost 
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She is vulnera ble 
We understand dementia 

” % ’ ' *• I I I # 

We can help 

01795 597 431 
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We have 15 care homes 
specialising in dementia care 

For more information contact us or visit our 
website at www.avantecaresupport.org.uk 


avante) !Sg 

care & support 

enquiries@avantecaresupport.org.uk 
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GAMBLING 

Steps being taken to protect public 
from the ‘crack cocaine of gambling’ 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

COUNCIL chiefs in Medway are to tackle fears 
over fixed-odds betting terminals, dubbed by 
some as the “crack cocaine of gambling”. 

The touchscreen machines have been appear¬ 
ing in bookmakers offering a quick hit with a 
variety of games, most popular being roulette. 

The time between spins of the roulette wheel is 
about 20 seconds and it is possible to bet up to 
£100 a time-or up to £18,000 an hour. 

Now councillors from Medway are to meet 
with the Gambling Commission on January 31, 
amid concerns bookmakers are targeting people 
on low incomes. 

The commission was set up under the Gam¬ 
bling Act 2005 to regulate commercial gambling 
across the UK. 

Mike O’Brien, portfolio holder for community 
safety and customer contact, said: “If you aren’t 
familiar with bookmakers’ shops, you may not 
know how easy it is to gamble very large amounts 
of money in seconds on these machines. 

“We are worried because these machines are 
highly addictive and can leave people in serious 
financial trouble very quickly. 

“The council has a duty to ensure safe gam¬ 
bling in our area, and there are allegations there 
are more than twice as many betting shops in 
areas of high unemployment than in areas of 


low unemployment. The influx of betting shops, 
often in more deprived areas, is blighting our 
high streets.” 

Vince Maple, leader of the local Labour group, 
added: “These machines are hugely lucrative, 
with a shocking £200 million bet each year 
across Medway, most often by people who can 
least afford to lose money through gambling, 
and it is clear bookmakers specifically target 
poorer communities. 

“We all know betting shops have become a 
familiar sight on some of Medway’s high streets 
- for example, Gillingham has 12 licensed bet¬ 
ting offices and 44 registered fixed-odds betting 
terminals. 

“It is very easy for one person to lose thou¬ 
sands of pounds in a matter of minutes, which is 
why we want to make sure more is done to safe¬ 
guard against the huge financial risk that fixed- 
odds betting terminals represent.” 

Last year, Medway Council carried out an ex¬ 
tensive consultation exercise into gambling. 

It followed the nationwide British Gambling 
Prevalence Survey in 2010, which showed that 
problem gambling in the UK had increased by 
50 per cent in three years. 

Campaigners against fixed-odds betting termi¬ 
nals advocate a reduction in the maximum stake 
from £100 to £2, and an increase in time be¬ 
tween spins, as well as a reduction in the number 
of terminals in betting shops from four to one. 



Fixed-odds terminal 
pulls in the punters 

First introduced to UK betting shops in 
2001, the machines resemble traditional 
gaming machines, but have the ability to 
hook users with the promise of pay-outs 
of up to £500. 

Roulette is the most popular game - 
costing around £1 a spin - but other 
games include bingo, simulated horserac¬ 
ing and greyhound racing, and a range of 
slot machine games. 

Currently betting shops are allowed a 
maximum of four. 


RESCUE 

Hunter cut off by tide 

A DUCK hunter had to be rescued by lifeboat 
crews after he found himself cut off by the tide 
on Tuesday. 

Fie raised the alarm after being cut off on a 
marshy outcrop off Stoke on the Isle of Grain. 

Sheerness inshore lifeboat was launched at 
around 2.44pm. Both he and his dog were 
recovered and returned safely to shore. 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Got to Dance hopefuls 

TWO dance groups will look to impress the 
celebrity judges on Sky l's Got to Dance this 
weekend. 

Dance troupe Juicy from Dartford return to 
the show in a bid to better their performance 
last year, while The Pulse Collective - which 
includes a performer from Gravesend - will also 
hope to shine. The show is at 6pm on Sunday. 


TRANSPORT 

Bus passes to change 

CHANGES are being made to the way conces¬ 
sionary bus passes for older and disabled people 
are issued in Medway. 

In the past Medway Council has renewed 
passes every five years. This will be changed to 
a staggered system, starting with passes due to 
expire on March 31, in a bid to reduce the 
number being replaced at any one time. 




0845 601 9982 < www.aestheticface.co.uk 


Orchard r encingLtd 

Offering an extensive range of fencing £t materials for 
Commercial, Domestic, Industrial 8t Agricultural service 
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For Free Information 
call our consultants on 
0845 601 9982 

Clinics in Medway & Maidstone 


NASO LAaUL 
FOLD5 

UPS 


LIFECARE 

• Laser Hair Removal • Tattoo Removal 

• Facial Laser Treatments • Acne • Blemish 

• Sun Damage • Anti-age • Scar - Stretch Marks 

• Chemical Peels • Skin care • Skin Tightening 

• Laser/ Microdermabrasion • Lines • Wrinkles 

• Face • Lip Dermal Fillers • Bototoxin 

• Unsightly Lump/Mole/Vein Removal • Vasectomy Operation 

• Remove Wrinkles With Your Own Collagen Using Your 
Own Blood!!! 

CHIN Travel Vaccines/HGV Medicals & Any Private Doctor Consultation 
Treatments Carried out by Guild Therapist & Cosmetic Doctor MRCGP 

Christmas Special. 

BOTOX® Line Smoothers For New Clients 
£190 One Area • £250 itao areas • £290 Three Areas 

FREE CONSULlHflON WITH THIS VOUCHER 

(Terms and Conditions apply) 


Catford 

020 8698 4064 


Call us 


Erith Welling 

01322 347799 020 8855 6961 

Landau Way, Darent Park Industrial Stephenson Close, Welling, 
Estate, Wallhouse Road, Erith, Kent DA16 3AT 

Kent DA8 2LF 


Join Kent’s 
best kept 
secret 

New Year - New Start - New Job 

Make it your New Year’s resolution to get back into employment with support 
from Business Services at MidKent College. 

Our 10-day ‘progression into work’ course provides expert training on 
subjects including interview skills, motivation and customer service, giving 
you a competitive edge on your fellow job applicants. 

Run from both our Medway and Maidstone campuses, this is one programme 
no serious jobseeker should miss. 

Call us today on 01622 624900 or visit www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

We are also running a number of other courses in the weeks and months to 
come, including PRINCE2 Foundation and Practitioner in Project Management 
workshops, the Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (PTTLS) 
programme, a number of Microsoft technical courses and lots more. 

Contact us for more information. 



Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

Join us on 



MidKent College HE Centre 
Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 
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JUSTICE 

Prison runaway numbers ‘nothing to worry about’ 


CAMPAIGNERS IN SUPPORT 


Frances Crook, chief executive of the Floward League 
for Penal Reform, said open prisons are vital. But she 
warned there were some inherent risks. 

She explained: “They place huge emotional demands 
on prisoners because there are no walls and for some 
people, the temptation to leave is simply too great, 
particularly if there has been a change in their personal 
situation, such as a family crisis. 

“If you sentence people to very long periods in prison 
and they haven't made a decision about what time to 
get up, what to wear or anything else for 15 to 20 
years, they need to be eased back into the community 
safely. It is good for prisoners to have that safe 
transition and it is good for the public. 

"Unnecessary hysteria about murderers and rapists 
'on the run' is not helpful because these people have 
usually spent a long time in prison, have been 
monitored and risk-assessed, and the reason they 
haven't returned to the prison on time is often simply 
because the pressure on them is so great." 



A lot of good 
work is done 
to rehabilitate 
inmates, some of 
the inmates have 
jobs, while many 
others undertake 
valuable work in 
the community 


GORDON HENDERSON MP, 

ON THE BENEFITS OF OPEN JAILS 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

CHIEFS at an open jail on Sheppey say 
there are no plans to reassess security 
arrangements - despite three inmates 
escaping within the space of a week. 

What is more, the prison continues 
to have the support of the local MP 
and open jail campaigners. 

Across three wings, Standford Hill 
holds 464 category D men being pre¬ 
pared for release and is often full to 
capacity. 

Being an open prison, there are no 
high walls or tough security fences to 
prevent inmates leaving, and those 
placed within are judged to be at a low 
risk of absconding. 

For decades, these facilities have 
been the final stepping stone for men 
who had faced long sentences, and 
were coming to the end of their term. 

But these deliberately lax arrange¬ 
ments can be too much of a tempta¬ 
tion for some, and 'escapes’ can be 
fairly routine, like failing to return 
from a work placement. 

In recent weeks Paul Stone, 26, 
from Medway, left the Eastchurch 
prison but was recaptured just two 
days later. 

Just days earlier, Anthony Hogan, 
50, from south London, and Nicky 
Gale, 29, from Dartford, also escaped, 


but not necessarily together and, at 
the time of writing, are still at large. 

Between 2011-12, just four men 
had absconded from the jail prior to 
the recent spate. 

A Prison Service spokesman said: 
“The number of absconds from open 
prisons is at a record low. 

“Those who do abscond will be re¬ 
turned to a more secure prison and 


may face further charges.” 

Two men also escaped separately 
from Blantyre House, Goudhurst, in 
the middle of last year. 

The Justice Ministry added: “The 
number of absconds from open pris¬ 
ons is decreasing, therefore it is wrong 
to say there is an issue with open pris¬ 
ons and absconds.” 

Sittingbourne and Sheppey MP 


Gordon Henderson believes there is 
still a need for open prisons, despite 
the escapes, which he claims are well 
down on what they used to be in 
the past. 

He told this paper: “There is a need 
for open prisons, because they still 
offer a disciplined environment that 
acts as a staging post between 
incarceration in secure accommoda¬ 


tion and an inmate’s full release back 
into society. A lot of good work is done 
to rehabilitate inmates while they are 
in prisons such as Standford Hill, some 
of the inmates actually have jobs 
in the outside world, while many 
others undertake valuable work in 
the community. 

“They play an important role in the 
penal system.” 


Advertiser’s Announcement 


A chance to win a 


Year 8 scholarship 
to King's Rochester 


King's Rochester is a very 
special place. It occupies a 
majestic site between 
Rochester's ancient castle 
and its cathedral 
overlooking the River 
Medway but its 
imposing and 
ancient exterior 
belies a warmth 
rarely found in 
a school whose 
traditions go 
back over 1400 
years. 

Founded in 
604, King's has 
evolved into an 
outstanding 21st 
century school for 3 to 18 
year old boys and girls with 
excellent facilities at all 


levels. The School has also 
just acquired the former 
Stirling Sports Centre on 
Maidstone Road which, after 
a half million pound 

refurbishment, will provide 
King's pupils - and the 
local community who 
I share it - with some of 
| the best sporting 

facilities in the South 



East. Academic standards 
are high - but King's is a 
school with a broad ability 
intake and we recognise that 
every child here is unique 
with talents and strengths 
which may extend far 
beyond the classroom. 
Principal, Jeremy Walker is 
proud that the School's 
strapline, "A Community 
that enables individuals to 
flourish", is central to 
everything it does. 

Now this highly successful 
school is offering a rare 
chance for talented pupils to 
join King's in Year 8 in 
September 2013 due to the 
creation of a range of 
Academic, Sports and Music 
Scholarships. 


Details are available from Registrar, Lynne Davies on 01634 888590 
or by email on admissions@kings-rochester.co.uk. 

Applications close on Monday 4th February 2013. 
www.kings-rochester.co.uk 

Next Open Day - Friday 1st March from 9.30am to 12 noon. 



Year 8 Scholarships at King’s Rochester 
for September 2013 entry 

King's Rochester is delighted to be able to offer a limited 
number of additional, generous Academic, Sports and Music 
Scholarships for talented pupils wishing to join Year 8 
(12+) in this highly successful School in September 2013 

For further details of these financial awards and an Application Form, 
please contact Registrar, Lynne Davies on 01634 888590 or by email 

on admissions@kings-rochester.co.uk 

Closing date for applications Monday 4 th February 2013 
Assessments to be held during w/c I I th February 2013 

www. ki ngs - roc h este r. co. u k 
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OPINION 


Helping overcome alcoholism 


In a rare glimpse into alcoholism, a member of Alcoholics Anonymous’ public information 
team - also an ex-alcoholic - reveals stories of those who have been helped by the charity 


THESE stories illustrate the 
miracles that can happen when 
someone reaches out to AA for 
help - ex-drunks who are now 
restored to soundness of mind 
and a full, sober life in their 
communities. 

AA is Alcoholics Anony¬ 
mous but it can’t afford to be 
Alcoholics Invisible. 

Charlie came to his first AA 
meeting when he had just 
turned 72. He had enjoyed 
growing up in a Kent village 
and trained to become a chef, 
which led to a career that was 
varied and enjoyable. 

Married in his 30s to a lovely 
local girl, they lived happily to¬ 
gether and often enjoyed a bot¬ 
tle of wine with their weekend 
meals. Charlie also had a pint 
or two at the local with friends 
when heading home from 
work. Seven years ago, follow¬ 
ing the retirement they had 
both looked forward to, he un¬ 
expectedly lost his wife to can¬ 
cer. So whisky began to fill the 
void and drown his heartache. 


He thought he would get 
over his loss. He attempted to 
control his drinking, but he 
could not fail to see it was be¬ 
coming daily and excessive. 

The harder he tried, the 
worse it got and more than 
once he stumbled and fell, 
causing himself nasty injuries. 

He realised his pattern of 
drinking revealed an abnormal 
dependency and, by chance, 
seeing a poster in his doctor’s 
surgery about AA, he made a 
telephone call. He thus found 
the solution to his problems - in 
AA’s Twelve Step recovery pro¬ 
gramme - freely offered. No 
longer alone, he’s now happy 
and free. 

Edith started drinking alco- 
holically aged 44 when she 
was a school teacher. To begin 
with, she only drank now and 
again and during the school 
holidays. 

At first it didn’t affect her 
work. But over the next three 
years the drinking became a 
great deal more frequent after a 


promotion which brought her 
ever greater responsibilities. 

Eventually, Edith’s drinking 
brought about frightening 
physical symptoms, occasional 
panic attacks and absenteeism. 
She drank daily and could not 
function without alcohol. 

Finally, she was made redun¬ 
dant but she continued to 
drink, until her body packed up 
and she suffered a serious col¬ 
lapse followed by six weeks in a 
psychiatric hospital. 

By good fortune there was a 
regular Sunday evening meet¬ 
ing of AA in the hospital, where 
she was introduced to Alcohol¬ 
ics Anonymous and found the 
solution to her drinking. 

That was all of 2 7 years ago 
and she still likes to attend four 
meetings a week, doing much 
to help others who have suf¬ 
fered in the same way. 

Jenny was young, pretty, 
outgoing and successful. So 
why did she need alcohol as 
a crutch? 

Battling with fear of failure 



UV 


Over two 
years a 
vibrant 
student 
became a 
paranoid 
depressive 
due to 
alcohol 


and striving to pass her profes¬ 
sional exams, this young wom¬ 
an was doomed. 

What started as social drink¬ 
ing at 18 became an obsession 
by 23. Jenny lost her family, 
driving licence and job, before 
finding A A at the age of 24. 

In two years, a vibrant stu¬ 
dent had become a paranoid 
depressive, but 12 years later 
Jenny is rehabilitated, thanks 
to AA. Today, she is married 
with a child, working full-time 
and enjoying every minute of 
it. Life is hectic yet manageable 
and without a hangover. 

These people are like millions 
of other AA members who are 
alive and well today. 

There are some 40 AA meet¬ 
ings every week in east Kent 
alone, and more than 4,500 
other weekly meetings held 
throughout the UK. 

Call AA’s confidential hel¬ 
plines 0845 769 7555 or 
01227 455557 or go online to 
eastkentaa.org for further in¬ 
formation about getting help. 


KOS COMMENT 


A sensible discussion is 
needed on council tax 

NOBODY Likes to hear council tax is 
rising and in recent years most 
councils have done what they can to 
implement a freeze to protect hard¬ 
working families. 

But these households also need 
services, and if councils can’t afford to 
run them, people could be hit harder 
than what amounts to around 50p a 
week. 

There are two sides to this; firstly, 
why should we pay more when we 
already pay a hefty amount every year? 
But, on the other hand, should services 
be cut as authorities try to juggle a tax 
freeze with spending cuts. 

There needs to be a non-political, 
sensible discussion about how we can 
recover from this crisis fairly. 

The modem day fool 

THE jester job at Leeds Castle could 
possibly be one of the best; get paid to 
mess around, making people laugh. 

Mind you, a lot of workplaces could 
argue they have a jester; actually 
employed to do something else but 
mainly the office “fool”. Let’s hope they 
don’t start charging for their comedy. 


Sale Now On 


Fantastic display of lighting 
Over 2,500 stocked products 
Large showrooms 
Tonbridge 6,000 Sq ft, 

Tunbridge Wells 5,000 Sq ft 
Free parking. Open 7 days per week 
Confident, trained & helpful staff 



Tonbridge Lighting Centre 

Tunbridge Wells Lighting Centre 

Edwards Electrical 

Edwards Electrical 

Vale Road Industrial Estate 

North Farm Industrial Estate 

TN9 1SW 01732 363583 

TN2 3BF 01892 527647 

next to Tonbridge Fire Station 

near Topps Tiles 
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Letters/emails/twitter 



Marriage not 
for same sex 

TWO weeks ago, Thanet’s 
John Worrow responded to a 
report he heard that Canon 
Jim Fry had voiced opposition 
to what Cllr Worrow calls 
“equal marriage”. 

I doubt if Canon Fry used 
the words equal marriage, but 
Cllr Worrow uses the phrase 
three times, presumably 
referring to same-sex mar¬ 
riage. He inveighs against 
discrimination, meaning 
everyone should be able to 
“marry” the person they love 
regardless of gender, or 
political, or religious belief. 

But, Cllr Worrow, are they 
not able already in civil 
partnership to make a public 
declaration of faithfulness with 
access to full legal equality? 
What can marriage add? 
Nothing except the comple¬ 
mentarity of partners who are 
un-equal - biologically and 
psychologically - who make 


the vow to be “one man and 
one woman for life” for the 
benefit of children and society. 

The Prime Minister seems 
determined to push through 
legislation re-defining marriage 
to include same-sex unions, in 
the process debasing the word 
and its age-old meaning. And 
this despite what most see as 
giving it priority over grave 
national economic matters, 
and no mention of it in the 
election manifesto and what 
most people think - in spite of 
misleading quotations of the 
result of “consultation” and 
opinion polls. 

It is hard to see why, other 
than they are being pushed 
along by pressure groups and 
a disproportionate passion for 
politically correct “equality”. 
Dr David Neden, Ramsgate 

Referendum 

clarification 

CLLR Terry Mullard’s memory 
is playing tricks on him 
(letters, last week). 


He did not vote in a 
referendum on joining the 
Common Market because 
there was no such referendum. 

Edward Heath and the 
Tories took Britain into the EC 
on January 1, 1973. Two 
years later, in 1975, the 
Labour Party under Harold 
Wilson held the country’s first 
referendum which asked us if 
we wanted to stay in or leave 
the EC: 68 per cent of those 
who voted decided that we 
should remain in. I have never 
regretted being one of them. 

A small error but important. 

Peter Spearink, Staplehurst 

Free us from 
European rule 

BEFORE the European Union 
(which was only supposed to 
be for trade) all countries were 
autonomous. ‘Great’ Britain 
pulled itself up after the Second 
World War and was happy. 

Now we pay £123 billion a 
year to the EU and get nothing 
but stupid rules which our 


insipid government obeys. 

There are not many people 
who want to stay in the EU, 
but now America has stuck its 
nose in and says it would not 
be a wise move to leave the 
union, will Cameron obey the 
Obama administration? 

All countries should go back 
to being autonomous. 

Perhaps then we will be able 
to call ourselves ‘Great’ once 
more. Not an insignificant 
island off the coast of France, 
which is what we will become 
if we don’t demand our rights; 
rights, which our government 
gives freely to strangers. 

John R O’Neon, Folkestone 

EU is not a 
democracy 

WELL Catherine Bearder MEP 
would claim the organisation 
that has made many of our 
failed politicians millionaires, 
is perfectly formed; she has a 
vested interest (letters, Jan 6). 

Try telling that to fishermen 
only allowed to catch half a 


cod in our own waters, or the 
people fined for leaving their 
bins inches over a boundary. 

Britain once had the 
reputation of bringing 
democracy to the world. 

The EU is to democracy 
what Atilla the Hun was to 
social graces. 

Phil Granger, West Mailing 

Union is intent 
on taking over 

CATHERINE Bearder lives in a 
world I do not recognise. 

In terms the ordinary person 
in the street can understand, I 
will tell a few truths about 
what the EU is responsible for: 

It adds several hundreds of 
pounds to the average family’s 
annual food bills; 

Changing the face of our 
agriculture, especially in Kent, 
where the fruit orchards and 
dairy cows have disappeared; 

Stopping the government 
subsidising post offices, forcing 
so many to close; 

There is much more too. 


And if we do not put a stop 
to this madness it will be 
responsible for the abolition of 
our national government, for 
it is the EU’s intention to rule 
every member country 
completely from Brussels. 
Roger Arnold, Herne Bay 

It’s no longer 
about trade 

WHAT planet does Catherine 
Bearder inhabit? About the 
only thing she got right was 
that when Britain joined the 
EU we joined someone else’s 
club, and - as they remind us 
daily - we are junior members. 

Every Prime Minister since 
Macmillan has lied about the 
EU, but the biggest liar was 
Heath who said we were 
joining a “common market” 
when he knew they planned to 
stealthily subsume us in to 
their federal superstate. 

Maybe the EU made sense in 
1973 when barriers stifled 
international trade, but GATT 
and the WTO have made 
insular trading blocs like the 
EU obsolete. 

Britain is forced by outdated 
and draconian rules to trade 
with sclerotic and dying 
economies, but when we leave 
we will once again trade freely 
wherever we choose. 

And Britain’s exit from the 
EU will accelerate the inevita¬ 
ble implosion of this appalling 
project, so the countries of 
Europe will once again be 
sovereign and their people free 
to govern themselves. 

David Waller, Ukip, 
Tonbridge and Mailing 

Is anti-car view 
all about cash? 

READER David Spurting may 
be relieved to know (letters, 
last week) I have no ‘’’exper¬ 
tise” in any field, but I can read 
and have the power of reason. 

This tells me it is financially 
rewarding to be anti-car, 
especially when your paymas¬ 
ter is the government. So we 
have swarms of ‘experts’ 
buzzing around the money pot 
producing statistics and telling 
us they are facts. That is not to 
dismiss totally their findings, 
but one has to be wary. 

Experts said increased C02 
levels will cause global 
warming, so taxation and anti¬ 
car measures were introduced, 
yet this rise has not happened. 

Genuine mistake or 
lucrative careers for many? 
Terry Hudson, Swalecliffe 
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a roonaRo eAca^e 

from the hectic pace of life 


BATHROOMS 

CO^t/fyJ/XN/z tfly /Tliml 




LARGE SHOWROOMS AT THE OAST, CLOCK HOUSE FARM, 
HEATH ROAD, COXHEATH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME 17 4PB 
Wealden company operating in and around the Maidstone area 

Call for an appointment: 01622 619875 www.m-b-k.co.uk 


Design, Supply & Supervised Government approved installation 


WANT TO START OR 
EXPAND A BOSINESS 
IN EAST KENT? 


WE’VE GOT AN 
INTERESTING 
BUSINESS OFFER 



To find out mor 


EXPANSION EAST KENT LOAN 


www.kent.gov.uk/expansion 


HI Regional Growth Fund 



1 

A 



Every picture tells 
a story about life in 
seaside community 



By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

WHITSTABLE natives, the peo¬ 
ple not the oysters, can take a 
look back at yesteryear as artist 
Alexis Johnson hosts her new 
exhibition at the Horsebridge 
Arts Centre. 

Entitled the Time Travel 
Tourist Information Exhibi¬ 
tion, Ms Johnson presents a 
history of the seaside town 
from the 16th century. 

The artist, who has held ex¬ 
hibitions at both the Tate Brit¬ 
ain and the V&A Museum, uses 
local stories to turn back the 
clock to the days of the prosper¬ 
ous oyster fisheries. 

She said: “The initial concept 
came from a meeting at the 
Horsebridge Centre where it 
said that everybody thinks it is 
are a tourist information cen¬ 
tre, probably because of where 
it is positioned. 

“Lots of people come in to ask 
about history; who travel to 
Whistable for day trips. They 
want to know more about 
what’s been happening in the 
area. So we went from there.” 

Ms Johnson uses video in¬ 
stallations, stories and pictures 
to take visitors through Swale- 
cliffe’s Neolithic age, Whitsta- 
ble’s famous oyster fishing and 
diving era and the 1950s and 
60s seaside boom. 

She said: “I have been bowled 
over by the level of passion that 
people have to keep the history 
alive. 

“I went into a chip shop in 
town and they have photos of 
great grandparents who used 
to be oyster fishermen up on 
the walls. They were very 


proud of their heritage and 
even took me on a trail of where 
their family lived. 

“I’ve talked to amazing people; 
local heroes who are using com¬ 
munity spirit to make things 
happen - a creative alchemy.” 

The exhibition has been di¬ 
vided into different sections in¬ 
cluding maritime, festivals, 
seaside and the Playhouse The¬ 
atre, as well as putting together 
a postcard section where peo¬ 
ple can add their stories and 
continue to grow the archive. 

Ms Johnson said: “The story 
that is really coming through is 
that Whitstable had its boom 
time with all the oyster fishing. 
It’s really interesting because it 
was a co-operative effort. 

“They bought out Lord Bol- 
lingbroke who owned the 
Whitstable fishing territories. 
A collective of individual fish¬ 
erman bought them for a sub¬ 
stantial amount of money and 
there was a boom time for 
about 70 years after that. 

“It was very wealthy and 
prosperous and had the first 
passenger railway in Kent. But 
in the 19 70s it started to slump 


and the town got a bit shabby. 
Then the London wealth start¬ 
ed to come in, which caused a 
few tensions; but there was a 
regeneration of housing and a 
property boom. 

“What’s interesting is that a 
lot of families said they wouldn’t 
give up their houses and passed 
them on from generation to 
generation. So there is still that 
strong sense of co-operative 
from the oystermen era. ” 

Ms Johnson lives in Conyer, 
near Faversham, and has been a 
participatory artist since 2003, 
using people and miniature 
movies to express her work. 

“There is a lot of video instal¬ 
lation. There is archive footage 
from the Kent archives and 
people have even given me 
their own old photographs. 
There are some lovely images 
that probably haven’t been 
seen before because they have 
been dug out of drawers.” 

The Time Travel Tourist In¬ 
formation Exhibition is open 
until Sunday, January 27. Call 
01227 281174 or visit www. 
horsebridge-centre.org.uk for 
more information. 
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Pushing the 
boundaries with 
remodelled LS 

SEE PAGE 51 


The deadly 
vengeance 
bomb Hitler 
never used 

SEE PAGE 37 
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HEALTH CLUB 

30 + 

A CLUB DESIGNED FOR THE OVER 30's 


HEALTH 

Swimming pool 
Gymnasiums 
Weights room 
Steam & Sauna 
Infra-Red Sauna 
Private Jacuzzi 
Sunbed (free) 
Squash & Tennis 
Beauty Clinic 
Sun Garden 
Classes (free) 
Guests welcome 
ADULTS ONLY 
AJI ages - all levels 


SO WHAT'S DIFFERENT? 
We've got everything! 

A complete luxurious HEALTH Club 
Reliable machines - no queues. 

Suits ail levels of fitness and ail ages 
NO children or teenagers, no kids at all 

A separate SOCIAL club 
Safe friendly, relaxing, calm. 

50 SO maie/femaie ratio. 

Great food, great parties, lots happening. 

All membership feet on our website. 
FULL from (45pp, 7 day Off -Peak 
Weekend, PayAs-You-Go. Social. 


SOCIAL 

Three luxurious bars 
Excellent restaurant. 
Bistro & snack service 
Lounges & relaxation 
TV & games room 
Private party room 
Regular social events 


CALL 01634-404770 

And book a look around 


www.roffen.com 


41 New Road 
Rochester 


Join a different sort of 
HEALTH CLUB 
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Suicide aircraft 


Picture: AUKTIONHAUS FUR HISTORIC TECHNIK 



Hitler’s kamikaze 
vengeance bomb 

A Nazi secret weapon is conning to Kent 


A NAZI flying suicide bomb that 
could have made a direct hit on 
Buckingham Palace will go on 
display in Kent almost 70 years 
after Hitler intended it to destroy 
targets across southern England. 
The bomb is set to be the main attraction at 
Lashenden Air Warfare Museum, which is part 
of the aerodrome at Headcorn and will go on 
show later this year, writes Nick Ames. 

The manned version of the fearsome VI 
doodle-bug was developed because the aim of 
the original rockets was so poor. 

Fitted with a pilot cockpit, 175 were built so 
they could be flown accurately into high-profile 
British targets at speeds of more than 5 OOmph. 

Pilots were trained to fly the aircraft - mostly 
drawn from the fanatical Nazi SS divisions - but 
none were ever used. 

The piloted missile was pioneered by female 
Luftwaffe flyer Hanna Reitsch - Hitler’s 
favourite pilot and one of only two women to be 
awarded the Iron Cross decoration - and SS 
Obersturmbannfuhrer (equivalent to the army 
rank of lieutenant colonel) Otto Skorzeny. 

A fanatical Nazi who undertook some high- 
profile missions such as the rescue of Italian 
dictator Benito Mussolini, Skorzeny was behind 
Leonidas Staffel (squadron), which looked at 
unconventional attack aircraft. 

Reitsch had some success test-flying the new 
design but on one occasion crashed, although 
she walked unscathed from the wreckage. 

However, none of the 4,7961b rockets with 
their massive 1,8701b warheads ever saw 
action - as lack of fuel and a change in the 
German high command caused the project to be 
abandoned. 

Flying them in combat would also have 
amounted to a suicide mission, with pilots 
expected to parachute out at an attack-dive 
airspeed of 550mph moments before a target 
was hit - an almost impossible task. 

Conservative estimates put the chance of the 
flyer’s survival at less than one in 100. 

The Fieseler Fil03R-4 Reichenberg rocket, 
one of only six left today, was found by the 
Allies at the end of the Second World War after 
it was captured on April 23,1945, at the 
Danneburg VI factory by the 5th Armoured 
Division, US Army 

Initially, it formed part of an exhibition of 
captured enemy aircraft at Farnborough before 
military experts decided it should be classed as 
munition rather than an aircraft and was given 
to the British army’s bomb-disposal unit. 

But it was spared from being destroyed 


because of its curiosity value and stored at the 
Joint Services Bomb Disposal School at 
Chattenden, Medway, before being taken to the 
Territorial Bomb Disposal Unit, Fort Clarence, 
Rochester, where it was painted black and, 
more or less, left to rot. 

In 1970 volunteers representing Lashenden 
Museum went to the base to see about 
acquiring some bombs for a display and spotted 
the plane. 

As it was due to be scrapped they acquired 
the plane and began to have it restored as part 
of a £40,000 project. At that time it had rusted 
badly and the tail section was a wreck. 

Restoration work was undertaken by 
Alexander Kuncze and his team at 
Auktionshaus Fur Historic Technik in 


Geisenhausen, Germany. They painstakingly 
located missing period instruments in working 
condition and gradually restored the rocket to 
its 1945 condition. 

Trevor Matthews, of the museum, which has 
now owned the plane for more than 40 years, 
said: “With a pilot you could aim it at a strategic 
target, like Buckingham Palace, the Houses of 
Parliament or capital warships, until the last 
moment when they were meant to bail out. It 
was totally kamikaze. 

“The war was lost by the time they were 
being considered as a weapon, but the aim was 
to use them to demoralise the population. 

“Fortunately they were never used.” 

Just over 9,500 original pilotless VI rockets - 
known as Hitler’s vengeance (V) weapons - 


Pictures below: LASHENDEN AIR WARFARE MUSEUM 



TERRIFYING: The aircraft, pictured restored, left, 
would have been suicide for a pilot to use in action 



were launched by Germans from France and 
The Netherlands to bomb Britain. The first hit 
Bromley on June 13,1944. 

The other five kamikaze-style doodle-bugs 
are in museums in France, The Netherlands, 
Germany, the US and Canada. 

Mr Matthews says the museum’s doodle-bug 
- which is minus its warhead, is 28ft long, has a 
wingspan of 22ft and is fitted with an Argus 
109-014 pulse jet engine - cannot be flown. 

“It has no undercarriage as the plan was to 
launch it from beneath the belly of a Heinkel 
111 bomber. Also I don’t think the Civil 
Aviation Authority would approve!” 

■ For news on when the suicide bomb can 
be viewed at Lashenden by the public, see 
www.lashendenairwarfaremuseum.co.uk 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Kent dining: Where to eat in 2013 



Waggon at Hale 

Chatham 

Why here... 

The Waggon at Hale is a well- 
run family pub with good 
food, good wines, real ales 
and a very friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere. 

Families are always welcome 
at the Capstone Road 
pub; in fact, there is a big 
garden housing its own mini 
family farm with chickens, 
guinea pigs, rabbits and, of 
course, the star of the show, 
Crackling the miniature pig. 
Proprietor Emma Pearson 


said: “We do not try to be 
anything more than we are, 
a warm and friendly country 
pub serving real food and 
drink, selected, prepared 
and served to you by a very 
friendly team." 

The home-cooked food menu 
covers all tastes and pockets 
ranging from simple light 
bites to the ever-popular 
traditional Sunday roast. 
Make sure you book ahead to 
avoid disappointment. 

The restaurant serves food 
from midday through to 9pm 
every day of the week. 

Look out for the Australian 
gourmet evening on 
Wednesday, January 23, 


featuring six courses of Down 
Under-inspired dishes. 


On the menu... 

From Thai fishcakes to the 
famous Waggon Burger - 
handmade with Angus Scotch 
beef - there is something for 
everyone. 

Look out for the bacon-and- 
crayfish salad, the homemade 
steak-and-ale pie and the 
delicious slow-roasted pork 
belly. 


How to book... 

179 Capstone Road, Chatham 
ME5 7PP 

(phone 01634 400800, website 
www.waggonathale.co.uk) 


The Red Lion 

Hernhill 

Why here... 

On the village green opposite 
the church, the black- 
beamed, white-walled Red 
Lion could well be the perfect 
English-postcard image. 
Located in picturesque 
Hernhill, the warm, cosy 
atmosphere at the Lion will 
make you want to stay all day 
and all night. With traditional 
log-fires, live entertainment 
and quality home-cooked 
food, this free house has 
something for everyone. Out 


in the garden there is an 
enclosed children’s play area, 
while there is also a sunny 
front patio on which to sit and 
enjoy a meal or cool drink. 
There is a wide selection of 
real ales available at the bar 
and the pub is renowned for 
holding real-ale festivals on 
the village green. 

Book now for Valentine’s Day 
from February 12-14. You will 
be welcomed with a glass 
of sparkling rose followed 
by a three-course meal and 
finished with coffee and 
sweet nibbles for £30 per 
head. 

Performing during the 
evening of Saturday, February 


13, will be Cultured Pearl, a 
two-piece acoustic group. 


On the menu... 

The Red Lion offers a good 
choice of meals from the a la 
carte menu. Food is served 
daily Monday to Saturday 
from midday to 2.30pm and 
6pm to 9pm. On Sunday it is 
served from midday to 8pm. 
Look out for the shin of beef 
braised in local stout and 
served with seasonal veg. 


How to book... 

The Red Lion, Crockham 
Lane, Hernhill ME13 9JR 
(phone 01227 751207, 
website www.theredlion.org) 





Oriental Buffet 
Gurkha Palace 

Why here... 

Head down to where East 
meets West with a meal at 
Oriental Buffet in Tonbridge. 
The venue is ideal for parties 
and offers guests the chance 
to feast on superb cuisines 
including Indian, Chinese, Thai 
and Nepalese. 

Quality without compromise 
is key to the team’s success. 
Bookings are still being taken 
for Valentine’s Day, so be sure 
to book now! 

You can also make Mother’s 


Day special this year at sister 
restaurant Gurkha Palace. 


On the menu... 

Look out for the tandoori 
kukhura - a whole chicken 
marinated with western 
Nepal frontier spices cooked 
in a tandoor. Gurkha Palace’s 
menu is vast and the great 
food has seen the eatery 
nominated as best Nepalese 
restaurant in the country by 
the Cobra Curry Guide. 


How to book... 

Phone Oriental Buffet, 
Tonbridge, on 01732 361666 
or Gurkha Palace, Folkestone, 
on 01303 257700 


Jalsha Tandoori 

Sidcup 

Why here... 

Wine and dine your loved one 
at Bexley’s most romantic 
Indian restaurant this 
Valentine’s Day. There is free 
entertainment, with regular 
tribute acts including Cher on 
Tuesday, March 5. 

On the menu... 

Look out for the delicious 
medley kebab with lamb, 
chicken tikka and shish kebab 
or the popular main course of 
lamb-chop achari. 

Open seven days a week for 
both lunch and dinner. 


How to book... 

Jalsha Tandoori, 169-171 
Station Road, Sidcup DA15 
7AA (phone 0208 3000777 or 
0208 3002527) 



The Black Pig 

Staple 

Why here... 

The Black Pig in Staple is 
as picturesque a traditional 
Kentish pub as you could get, 
with its black beams, white 
walls and warm atmosphere. 
The venue is also very 
traditional when it comes 
to food and drink, offering 
delicious home-cooked 
meals using locally-sourced 
produce. There is an 
extensive bar menu as well 
as daily specials, a set lunch 
menu and a mouthwatering 


selection from the a la carte 
menu for the evenings. 


On the menu... 

Look out for the Little Piggies 
as well as stuffed mushroom 
bruschetta, smoked salmon 
and chive pate. 

Or try the Whole Hog - 
pan-seared venison with 
blueberries and red wine 
served with Dauphinoise 
potatoes. There is a big choice 
of home-made desserts. 


How to book... 

The Black Pig, Barnsole Road, 
Staple, Canterbury CT3 1LE 
- phone to book a table now 
on 01304 813000 



Chives 
Broome Park 


Why here... 

Chives at Broome Park is 
offering a warm alternative 
to winter with its Australia 
Day on Saturday, January 
26. Guests can enjoy Aussie 
beers and wines at the bar as 
well as sports on the TV. 


On the menu... 

From 2pm grab a snack from 
the ‘barbie out the back’ such 
as prawn skewers and BBQ 
lamb slices. In the evening, 
enjoy the Aussie Grazing 
Menu’ with canapes, five 
courses and wines. 


How to book... 

Broome Park Golf and Country 
Club, Barham CT4 6QX 
(phone 01227 832637, email 
broomepark@chivescaterers.co.uk) 


■ IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT Six of the Best CONTACT 01303 817150 OR EMAIL features@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Gastro cool... I don’t know 
what it means, but I like it 


T he Old Brewery Tavern in Canter¬ 
bury was not somewhere I had ever 
thought about when considering 
my next dining option. It was more 
a place to go for a drink and an 
attempted dance. But after a little 
research and the promise of a double-Michelin- 
starred chefs influence behind the menu, it had 
to be worth a try. 

Along the city backstreet from its sister restau¬ 
rant at Michael Caines’s ABode, the tavern offers 
a stylish dining room and large bar area modern 
enough in decor to play both restaurant and 
late-night party venue in turn. 

The tables are simply laid out and the specials 
are on the trendy chalkboard. The main menu is 
not over-complicated and the dishes promised 
far more than your average pub grub. 

To start, I went for a special. Along came a 
tian of smoked halibut. The fish was stuffed with 
prawns and cream cheese served with a salad 
and pickled carrots. It was delicious. 

The cheese and prawns were fresh to taste and 
complemented the strong halibut flavours. The 
salad was an after-thought, but the pickled car¬ 
rots were a nice touch and presented very well. 
The dish was a perfect size, leaving you neither 
bloated nor desperate for more. 

My guest opted for the chicken and pancetta 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



croquettes. Now, croquettes don’t always look 
too appealing on the plate, but their taste made 
up for it - hot and creamy, they went down well 
across the table. 

For the main course I went for the minted 
Romney Marsh lamb steak. The menu informs 
diners that all meat used in the menu is from 
Brogdale Butchers in Faversham and supplied 
on a daily basis. 

The cut of lamb was spectacular without a 
hint of dryness. The mint wasn’t overbearing 
and the succulent meat’s own juices were 


enough without the peppercorn or other sauces 
on offer. 

It was served with roasted tomatoes, grilled 
field mushrooms, two home-battered onion rings 
that were tasty if a little greasy and a carriage of 
chips, which were crunchy and delicious. 

My guest stayed on the grill menu and went 
for the beefburger with chips and coleslaw. 

Again the meat was succulent and cooked 
well with a slight pink in the middle, but the bun 
was hard and didn’t taste as fresh as it might 
and so was left. The home-made coleslaw was 
nothing to shout about. 

We almost shied away from the dessert due to 
a lack of space, but, as tipped by the waitress, I 
ended up with a delicious sticky-toffee pudding, 
butterscotch sauce and caramel ice-cream. 

The staff were friendly and attentive - all you 
need, really. The bill, including a couple of drinks 
and slightly excessive 12 per cent service charge, 
came to a mere £61.40. A very decent price for a 
very decent meal. The website says the tavern is 
not a ‘gastro pub’, instead just ‘gastro cool’. I 
don’t know what that means, but I liked it a lot. 

Joe Bill 


■ The Old Brewery Tavern, Stour Street, 
Canterbury CT1 2NR (telephone 01227 
766266, web www.michaelcaines.com) 


Green hop beer event 
is to return this year 

THE second Kent Green Hop Beer Fortnight 
will take place from Friday, September 27, to 
Friday, October 11. 

After the success of the 2012 event, another 
fortnight will be dedicated to the brewing and 
tasting of beers made from Kent's very own 
fresh, green hops. 

For 2013 it is expected that more than 20 
breweries across the county are going to be 
producing at least one sample using their own 
methods and recipes. 

For a list of the pubs and events, including 
the Canterbury Food Festival, taking part and 
stocking new beers during the fortnight, visit 
www.kentgreenhopbeer.com. 

Wine, cheese and new 
wisdom by the sea 

DO you know your Gorgonzola from your Black 
Bomber? Or even your Pinot Grigio from your 
Chardonnay? Well, now you can learn. 

Sample the best local and international 
cheeses as well as a number of delicious wines 
in an evening designed to tingle your taste buds. 

The Horsebridge Arts and Community Centre 
in Whitstable will be hosting the tasting evening 
on Friday, February 1. The bar will open at 
7.30pm but taste-testing starts at 8pm. 

Tickets, priced at £10, are limited in 
availability, so book early. Phone the box office 
on 01227 281174 or alternatively visit 
www.horsebridge-centre.org.uk for details. 



LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas safe registered • Medway fair trader member 

i 




BDL GAS SERVICES 

E3 01634 232048 A 


ANGEL A 

FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 

Lots of vintage & retro bargains 
Telephone 01732 456196 

email: sue. carmichael@btinternet. com 


Treat someone 


with a qift voucher fron 

'^subscriDtoorE.uv ■ 


Amiable n fS. 

CIO, £2S and F50 

Subscription Sar*c 
vouchers tin br 

' - <‘lFr 

for any maparvne Ww - 
rr 

singio p'txxjes purchase 

www.su bscriptionsave 
.co.uk/giftvoucher 



9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 



23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate , candlelit , romantic 

AS SEEN 
ON 

BBC 
TV 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 OEF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 



THE VACCINE^ 


PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 

TOY-TEMPLES 



WEDNESDAY 1 st MAY 

MARGATE 
WINTER GARDENS 

01843 296 111 | 0844 811 0051 

GIGSANDTOURS.COM | SEETICKETS.COM | TICKETMASTER.CO.UK 


g 


A METROPOLIS MUSIC PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CODA 
THE #1LP ‘COME OF AGE’ OUT NOW | THEVACCINES.CO.UK 
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Marquis joins the three-rosette elite 



By Joe Bill 

joe.biLL@archantco.uk 

THE Marquis at Alkham has bagged a coveted 
third A A rosette. 

The eatery is one of only 13 in the country to 
receive the accolade for 2013. 

Head chef Charlie Lakin said: “I bounced 
around like an absolute nutcase for a bit. It’s a 
great achievement. I think every chef in the 
country knows about the Michelin stars, but the 
rosette scheme is just as rewarding. 

“I was looking at it yesterday and I wasn’t 
aware there were so few three-rosette restaur¬ 
ants in Kent. There is only Apicius, West House 
and Thackeray’s with three rosettes and Chapter 
One with four. I was quite pleased to say that I 
am in among that group. 

“When you think about the great restaurants 
like The Sportsman and Read’s and people like 
that, there are more Michelin stars in Kent.” 

To be awarded rosettes, a restaurant must 
show a passion for excellence, superb technical 
skills and intense ambition as well as recognition 
from well beyond its local area. 

Despite the recent success, Charlie, who has 
been at the restaurant since it openend in 2008, 
is keeping his feet on the ground. “To be honest, 
every chef has to be realistic to the capabilities of 
your team. We are in the middle of a recession 
and fighting for each customer,” he said. 

“My goal is to push the business on and keep 
the restaurant busy and full of happy customers. 
The guys are doing great and doing the TV work 
is fine, but as a chef my main priority is custom¬ 


ers coming through that door. They are our crit¬ 
ics and our judges, they are the people who eval¬ 
uate how good a restaurant you’ve got. 

“You can have a Michelin star or three ro¬ 
settes, but if you have an empty restaurant, 
what’s the point of them?” 

AA rosettes are awarded by AA hotel and res¬ 
taurant inspectors with no influence from any 
other guides. Of all the restaurants across the 
UK, about 10 per cent are deemed of a standard 
worthy of one rosette or more. 


AA hotel services chief Simon Numphud 
said: “We are delighted to recognise 13 new 
establishments with three A A rosettes. 

“All have demonstrated a high level of consist¬ 
ency and accuracy in the overall cooking stand¬ 
ards that our inspection team have experi¬ 
enced.” 

■ The Marquis is in Alkham Valley Road, 
Alkham, near Dover CT15 7DF. 

Visit www.themarquisatalkham.co.uk or 
phone 01304 873410 for details. 


WHAT’S ON 


AND WHERE 


Theatre Royal Margate 
1^1 Saturday, February 9pm, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01843 292795 
Website: www.theatreroyalmargate.com 

Gilbert and Sullivan Abridged: Fast-paced 
performances from all 14 of the famous 
playwrights’ operettas in one night of parody, 
wit and, of course, song. Adult tickets £17. 


The Gulbenkian, Canterbury 
Saturday, February 2, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01227 769075 
Website: www.kent.ac.uk/gulbenkian 

Terry Alderton Live: Following sell-out 
performances at the Edinbrugh Festival and live 
TV slots, stand-up Terr Alderton brings his new 
show Season 4? to Kent. Tickets £14. 


a Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells 
Monday to Saturday, February 4-9 
Box office: 01892 530613 
Website: www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 

The Rise and Fall of Little Voice: Starring 
X Factor’s Ray Quinn and Coronation Street’s 
Beverly Callard and introducing Jess Robinson 
as Little Voice. Tickets £22.50-£29.50. 


The Woodville, Gravesend 
Friday, January 25, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01474 337 774 
Website: www.woodville.co.uk 

The Inbetweeners Q&A: Meet and talk to the 
series writer and director Damon Beesley as well 
as cast members Simon Bird, Joe Thomas, Blake 
Harrison and James Buckley. Tickets £10. 




Buy with confidence - we offer a 10 year guarantee and are CPA approved. 

We are a family run business offering helpful, 
honest advice - no pushy salesmen! 

Turn your house into a home and save money on your energy bills too! 


Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories 


Unit 17 Riverside, Sir Thomas langley Rd, Strood, Kent ME2 4DP 
Call us on 01634 712432 
Email us: pjrwindows@aol.com 

www.pjrwindowsltd.co.uk 


certass 
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Analtwi 


Create your 
home’s personality 


with PVCu and aluminium windows, doors 
and conservatories 

Our comprehensive range of products are designed 
to suit any style or architecture and are tailor 
made to meet your individual needs, 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
























www.kentnews.co.uk 


KWE 


week ending January 20, 2013 I 41 


YOUR WEEKEND 


Follow us @KOSLeisure #KOSWeekender To be included on this page, please email 

or http://www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure features@kosmedia.co.uk 


Formerly a Dubliner but still a legend of folk 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biLL@archantco.uk 

AFTER 50 years of recording and touring, those 
legends of Irish folk music The Dubliners are no 
more. 

With the sudden death of Barney ‘Banjo’ 
McKenna in April last year and the passing of 
charismatic frontman Ronnie Drew in 2008, the 
boys have retired the name. 

However, as guitarist Eamonn Campbell, who 
was with the group since 1986, explains, the 
music will never die. “Barney went suddenly 
and John Sheahan [another founding member] 
has retired, so it seemed a logical conclusion to 
the whole thing,” he said. 

But with long-standing Dubliners members 
Sean Cannon and Patsy Watchorn at his side, as 
well as newly-recruited banjo-player Gerry 
O’Connor and fiddle maestro Dezi Donnelly, a 
new crew will tour as Formerly Of The Dubliners. 

“It is going to be The Dubliners in everything 
but name - that’s what the people like.” 

And more than 50 years since their creation 
the band continue to wow audiences with their 
authentic music skills and dedication to touring. 

“It’s in my blood. We’re like nomads. It’s al¬ 
ways great playing for different audiences all 
over Europe and we still get a big kick out of it. 
The travelling is a pain, but once you’re on stage 
it’s all worth it.” 

The Dubliners were handed a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the BBC Radio 2 Folk 
Awards in 2012 and followed it up with a sell¬ 
out UK concert tour, proving that the fans are 



NOMADS: The band (Eamonn Campbell far right) 

still there and the on-stage chemistry is as good 
as it ever was. 

Campbell remains as humble as the day he 
joined the group, despite the ‘legend status’ that 
can come with a lifetime achievement award. 

“Of course, that was a tremendous honour. 
Thankfully, Barney was still there to collect it be¬ 
cause he was the only one left from the 50 years. 
It was a very emotional occasion. 

“It’s a bit embarrassing being ‘a legend’, but 
I’m flattered. To me I’m just a guitar-player and 
I will always be a guitar-player. When people 


say ‘legend’, I think ‘I’m just me, going down the 
pub and having a pint’.” 

To music fans in the UK, The Dubliners are 
probably best known for their work with Irish 
punkers The Pogues, which resulted in their 
joint song, The Irish Rover, taking a place in the 
Top 10 and a spot on Top Of The Pops. 

“To me it was an institution. To end up ap¬ 
pearing on it was amazing. It was the same with 
being on Jules Holland’s show - it was a huge 
experience for us.” 

It was in fact Campbell who introduced The 
Dubliners to The Pogues and kick-started the 
union that also produced a second hit for the 
‘duo’, Whiskey In The Jar. 

“That was all my doing, yeah. I think it was 
around July 1986. Ronnie Drew and John 
Sheahan had asked me to produce an LP for their 
2 5-year anniversary. 

“I was a freelance record-producer for years 
before I joined. When I suggested work with The 
Pogues, Ronnie’s reaction was ‘The Pogues?! 
What?!’ But, heck, it all worked out.” 

Campbell already knew Pogues frontman 
Shane MacGowan and it was a chance meeting 
on a Dubliners tour that led to Campbell cement¬ 
ing a place in the band’s line-up. 

“Shane found out that The Pogues and The 
Dubliners were playing the same venue in 
Munich on tour. And, having known the two of 
them, they said let’s bring Eamonn over. So 
Ronnie asked me if I would come over and play 
with them. It’s the longest weekend I’ve ever 
done - that was October 1986.” 

Campbell quit his music-producer role and 


has concentrated on the band ever since, mark¬ 
ing 26 years in 2013. 

“I don’t have time to produce now - it’s all 
very time-consuming because you’re doing all 
the arrangements and you can be sitting home 
working on it for two weeks and then in the 
studio for a few weeks, too. 

“You can’t do both, produce and tour. I tried it 
for the first year in The Dubliners and I nearly 
ran myself into the ground. You get a great buzz 
out of production, but you get a very different 
buzz when playing for a live audience.” 

The Irish Rover took the No 1 spot in Ireland 
and remains Campbell’s favourite song to play at 
live gigs. And he has not ruled out a reunion 
with The Pogues. 

“Maybe -1 don’t know. Who knows anything 
with this business? I meet Shane occasionally. 
He spends a lot of time here in Dublin. He is much 
misunderstood, I always think. People portray 
him as a drunk, but he’s not - he’s fiercely proud 
of the second generation of Irishmen in England. 
He’s a smashing guy, he really is.” 

And the joy of The Dubliners is not forgotten, 
either: “One thing I miss, as Barney called it, are 
the banjo solos where just the two of us would 
play. He and I did a wonderful version of The Ma¬ 
son’s Apron -1 really do miss playing with him.” 

• Formerly Of The Dubliners play the 
Assembly Hall Theatre at Tunbridge Wells 
on Monday, March 18. Phone 01892 530613 
or visit www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 

• They also play The Orchard in Dartford 
on Tuesday, March 26. Call 01322 220000 
or visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk. 
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264 Napier Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 4HL I Tel: 01634 853067 I Fax: 01634 850480 
Web: www.lakesidetimber.co.uk I Email: del.peters@lakesidetimber.co.uk 


You don't need a red pencil with our prices! 


Sawn tan 47 x 50 
Sawn tan 47 x 100 
Sawn tan 47 x 150 
Sawn tan 47 x 200 
Shuttering ply 12mm 
Decking 32 x 150 
Posts 85 x 85 colonial 
Spindles 50x50 colonial 


PER METRE 

£0.79 
£1.29 
-£2tW-£1.90 
£2.71 £2.51 
£11.97 each 
-e+tfe £1.70 
£14.50 


Sawn tan 47 x 75 
Sawn tan 47 x 125 
Sawn tan 47 x 175 
Sawn tan 47 x 225 
Shuttering ply 18mm 
Decking screws (500) 

Posts 85 x 85 eased edge 
Spindles 50 x 50 eased edge 


PER METRE 

£1.09 

£1.78 

£2.n 

£2.84 

£16.79 each 
£12.34 per box 
£12.50 each 
£1 . 49 oa . £1.29 ea. 


£1.09 eo. £1.69 ea. Multi Rail 50 x 75 


Plasterboard 9.5mm 1800 x 900 £2.95 each 

Plasterboard 12.5mm 1800 x 900 £3.06 each 

Plasterboard 9.5mm 2400 x 1200 £4.46 each 

Plasterboard 12.5mm 2400 x 1200 £4.54 each 

Celotex25mm £10.91 

Celotex40mm £14.09 

Celotex50mm £17.28 

Celotex60mm £20.61 

Celotex 70mm £23.49 

£27.14 


Celotex 90mm £29.48 

Celotex 100mm £32.96 

Celotex 120mm £38.81 

Celotex 150mm £47.61 

All prices are plus VAT 
Daily deliveries to the Medway Towns, 
Sittingbourne, Maidstone, Gravesend, 
South East London and some other areas in 


£2.48 per metre Celotex 80mm £27.14 the South East - please ask. 

SEE OUR ONLINE VIDEO ON YOUTUBE - LAKESIDE TIMBER MEDWAY 

We are Medway's largest stockist of Velux roof windows 
All sections of PAR softwoods are held in stock 
A large selection of mouldings in stock 
A huge range of metric and imperial internal doors in stock 


PLUS MANY MORE BUILDING MATERIALS FOR INSIDE AND OUT 
Don’t delay, call today - we could save you money! 



tel. 01634 853067 


PFH (Procurement For Housing) Approved Supplier to Housing Associations, Local Councils and Schools 
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TV funnyman Sean 
embraces the van 
man stereotype 

PURPLE Van Man is a new stand-up show from 
Sean Lock, and it's heading for Trinity Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

We all know what White Van Man thinks about 
the world in which we live, but it's time to hear a 
different voice: that of Purple Van Man. 

Filled with gags, opinions, deft observations 
and some silly voices, this is Lock doing what he 
does best, spouting jibber-jabber as he crosses 
the country in his purple van. 

Lock is one of the UK's most highly-acclaimed 
and original comedians. The British Comedy 
Award-winner has performed on Live At The 
Apollo and Michael McIntyre's Comedy 
Roadshow as well as being the team captain for 
14 series of Channel 4's show 8 
Out Of 10 Cats. 

His TV credits also include 
appearances on Never Mind 
The Buzzcocks, Ql and Mock 
The Week. 

Lock's show is 
performed at Trinity 
Theatre on Monday, 

February 18, at 8pm. 

Tickets are priced 
at £17.50. 

See www. 
trinitytheatre.net 
or phone the box 
office 01892 
678678 to book. 


International traveller turns 
his focus on county produce 



By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

PRODUCED IN KENT, the 
champion of the county’s food, 
drink and produce, has a new 
manager. 

Edwyn Martin will take 
charge of the team that has 
seen Produced in Kent grow 
from strength to strength since 
it was re-established by Kent 
County Council in 2005. 

The new chief was born and 
raised on a Devon hill farm 
where home-cooking and farm 
produce was an essential part 
of life. After a West Country 
schooling, he graduated as a 
geographer and travelled wide¬ 
ly as an exploration geologist 
and field scientist. 

His first job was working for 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes on his epic 
three-year expedition around 
the world via both poles, 
known as The British Trans¬ 
globe Expedition - this was 
the first time this had been 
done. 

Having lived and worked 
in extreme climates and ob¬ 
scure locations around the 
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MAN AT HELM: Edwyn Martin 

world, Martin has had ample 
opportunity to discover and 
taste all manner of local pro¬ 
duce, some experiences not to 
be repeated! 

He trained as a chef in his 
student days and worked in 
restaurants and commercial 
kitchens; the value of this 
experience resurfaced when he 
opened a cafe in London’s 


Borough Market, meeting and 
working with stallholders and 
producers from across the 
country as well as food writers, 
TV chefs and restaurateurs. 

After moving to Kent, he 
worked as a chef in Canterbury 
before setting up an independ¬ 
ent research and development 
company exploring issues and 
opportunities in land use, 
conservation and agriculture, 
both in the UK and globally. 

During this time he was 
awarded a diploma in country¬ 
side management by the Uni¬ 
versity of London. He is also a 
member of the Kent Wildlife 
Trust, a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society and lives 
in F aver sham. 

William Opie, chairman of 
the Produced in Kent board, 
said: “I am delighted to wel¬ 
come Edwyn on to the Pro¬ 
duced in Kent team. 

“Never has the time been 
better to promote our great lo¬ 
cal produce and I very much 
look forward to working with 
Edwyn as we take PinK forward 
during challenging but very 
exciting times ahead. ” 


WHAT’S ON 


AND WHERE 


Quarterhouse, Folkestone 
7^1 Saturday, February 9, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01303 858500 
Website: www.quarterhouse.co.uk 

Andy Parsons Live: The Mock The Week star 
heads around the country with his new show, 
I’ve Got A New Shed. The political satirist will 
also be testing new material. Tickets £12. 


The Central Theatre, Chatham 
Friday, March 1, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01634 338338 
Website: www.medwayticketslive.co.uk 


Thank You For The Music: The tribute show to 
ABBA and The Bee Gees heads to Medway. Hits 
from one of pop’s most fruitful eras in one place. 
Tickets £20-£22. 


The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 
Thursday, February 28, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01322 220000 
Website: www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


Ballet Boyz: One of the most exciting dance 
groups around will stun audiences with a feast 
of explosive dance fused with the company’s 
trademark use of fil m. Tickets £10.50-£24.50. 


The Avenue Theatre, Sittingbourne 
February 6-9 
Box office: 01795 471140 
Website: www.avenuetheatre.co.uk 

Out of Focus: Avenue Theatre Productions 
presents a comedy by Peter Gordon. An 
unfortunate tale with a wonderful mix of local 
characters and amusing mishaps. Tickets £7. 




The Travel & Leisure Show offers the very 
best in tourism throughout the South East 
and Northern France. 

Whether you are looking for days out or short breaks, you 
will find lots of ideas and information at the show ensuring 
an enjoyable and worthwhile day out for all. 

Register for free tickets online at 

www.thetravelandleisureshow.co.uk 
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The France Show will be bringing the best of France 
to Earls Court , London from 18-20 January 2013 

Enjoy cookery demonstrations and can can dancers, listen to bestselling authors Kate Mosse and Carol 
Drinkwater, sample fine wines and champagne, visit the French market, pick up holiday ideas, and browse 
thousands of properties for sale in the French Property Exhibition - the best of France in a day! 


Enter a competition to be in with a chance of winning one of these fantastic prizes: 



Choose a cruise 

The winner of this competition will enjoy a Noble 
Caledonia river cruise for two through the Burgundy 
countryside worth over £3,990. Don't miss this opportunity 
to watch the world go by while enjoying the best French 
food and wine. 

An Auvergne adventure 

Fancy a camping holiday with a twist? Win a week's holiday 
for four people in beautiful Auvergne in the heart of 
France, staying in a tradition Mongolian yurt.A furnished 
yurt offers the chance to get back to nature without giving 
up those all-important home comforts. 



See the south-west in style 

Explore the beautiful south-west of France with a self-drive 
Morgan experience and spend three nights in a luxury 
chateau. It's the ultimate in stylish trips and an 
unforgettable way to get to know the south-west with its 
perched villages and spectacular countryside. 

Win a break for two in Champagne 

We've joined forces with Arblaster & Clarke Wine Tours 
and France Magazine to offer a lucky winner two places on 
France Magazine's weekend break to Champagne in 
September 2013.Try some of France's finest fizz while 
getting to know more about this most famous of wines. 


Find out more about our exciting and easy-to-enter competitions on www.thefranceshow.com 




18-20 January 201 3 Earls Court London 


For more information visit www.thefranceshow.com 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
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Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

tar beatings ard nlormotica 



Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 




Riviera of 
Flowers 
Monaco & 
Portofino 

Escorted Rail Holiday 
from London & Ebbsfleet 

8 days, semi-all-inclusive 
Quote RF-KOS 
From £799pp 

Departures: 14 April, 1 June 
(£849), 19 & 25 Sept, 2013 

This super holiday taking in the 
French & Italian Rivieras, starts 
with a glass of Bubbly at St 
Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) before taking an 
afternoon Eurostar to Lille or 
Paris. After an overnight stay, we 
continue by TGV train to Nice 
and by coach to Diano Marina, 
on Italy's Riviera of Flowers, our 
base for this holiday. Our hotel, 
where you will enjoy free drinks 
every night, is centrally located a 
short walk from the sea and the 
town centre. Included 
excursions take in Monaco & 
Eze, Portofino & Dolceacqua. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at 
London St Pancras 

• Return rail travel from St 
Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) - afternoon departure 


• 1 night hotel B&B in Paris or 
Lille outbound • 6 nights in 
Diano Marina, Italy - half board 
plus free drinks 6pm to 11 pm 
every night 

• All excursions 

• Transfers abroad 


Prague, 

Berlin & Elbe 
River Cruise 
at Easter 

Escorted fly-cruise 
from Gatwick 
9 days, full board 
Quote CB3-KOS 
From £1099pp 

24 March, 2013 

The Elbe River flows majestically 
through some of Germany's 
most historic and picturesque 
cities including Dresden and 
Meissen, then into the Czech 
Republic. 

The holiday starts with a flight to 
Berlin where we stay overnight 
with time to visit some of the 
city's famous landmarks. 

We then board the MPS Princess 
in Magdeburg and cruise 
through the magnificent 
sandstone mountains of the 
Saxon Alps, taking in a fabulous 
array of riverside towns, cities 
and scenery, before arriving in 
Prague, 'the city of a thousand 
spires'and stay overnight. 

We cruise on the MPS Princess, 
with an attractive bar, lounge 
and an excellent restaurant. All 


cabins are outside with window, 
en-suite show & toilet, TV, 
telephone, mini-safe, hairdryer 
and air-conditioning. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Berlin 


• Flight from Gatwick to Berlin, 
returning from Prague to 
Gatwick 

• 7-night full board cruise 
sharing a twin bed outside cabin 
- upgrades available 

• Transfers abroad 




Highland 
Steam Rail, 
Loch Cruise 
& Royalty 

Escorted Rail Holiday 
from London 

6 days, half board 
£599pp 
Quote FP6-KOS 

7 June, 2013 

Come with us to some of 
Scotland's most beautiful 
regions and attractions. We stay 
in Pitlochry, with clear sparkling 
air, beautiful scenery, the 
Pitlochry Dam and Fish Ladder. 

A ride on the Strathspey Steam 
Railway will take us away from 
the bustle of everyday life, 
through some of the most 
gorgeous highland scenery. 

The Trossachs are where the 
Highlands and Lowlands meet. 
Here, charming Loch Katrine is 
truly one of Scotland's special 
places. Just as special as the 
magnificent scenery is the 
famous steamship - the Sir 
Walter Scott - which has been a 
landmark in the area for over a 


100 years. A cruise on this 
wonderful ship or on'Lady of the 
Lake', is also included. 

Further east, in the Royal 
Deeside area, we'll discover 
Glamis Castle - the Queen 
Mother's former home which sits 
imposingly at the end of a mile- 
long drive. The castle is a 
stunning architectural treasure 
that is full of vitality to this day. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from London 
Kings Cross to Pitlochry 

• 5 nights half-board hotel stay 
in Pitlochry 

• Coach travel & touring in 
Scotland 

• Loch Katrine Cruise 

• Strathspey Railway ride 

• Entry to Glamis Castle 


Amsterdam 
& Bulbfields 
Rail to River 
Cruise 

Escorted Rail Holiday 
from London & Ebbsfleet 
5 days, full board 
From £549pp 
Quote AB4-KOS 
29 April, 2013 

The Dutch Bulbfields are always 
popular, and a visit to renowned 
Keukenhof Gardens is a must. 
Amsterdam offers something for 
everyone to enjoy, with its 
beautiful canals, famous 
museums, flower markets, 
specialist shops, cafes, bars - and 
much more. 

Nearby are the picturesque old 
fishing towns of Volendam and 
Hoorn where cheese makers and 
clog workshops abound. 

On board ship it is easy to relax 
and unwind while some of 
Holland's most historic and 
romantic scenery slips quietly by. 
There will be time for your own 
sightseeing ashore too, as each 
day the cruise ship will moor at a 
different port. 

Accommodation on board is in 


comfortable outside twin bed 
cabins with breakfast, lunch and 
dinner each day included as well 
as morning coffee and afternoon 
tea. 

The highlight of the cruise is a 
full-day visit to Keukenhof 
Gardens where Holland's finest 
horticulturists put on a 
magnificent display of tulips and 
other colourful flowers in a 
parkland setting. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel London St 
Pancras to Amsterdam (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) 

• 4 nights full board on board 
the MVVirginia sharing a twin 
outside cabin - upgrades 
available 

• Full-day visit to Keukenhof 
Gardens 

• Transfers abroad 


*£50pp initial deposit offer applies to new bookings made by 31 January 2013, followed by balance of deposit - £100 - by 28 February 2013. 
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Meet your perfei 


through you local tn*t#d dating service 


Call: 


08000329100 


Women Seeking 



Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 
(T&C's below) 

LISA 5ft 2ins, 43, average build 
plus a few pounds, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for man for 
dates. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401421 

DANCE partner sought by lady 
beginner in ballroom and Latin 
American dancing, ideally 55 plus, 
to visit local dances for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:401333 

47YR old female, fun loving, green 
eyes, likes most things, seeks N/S 
male, 47-52 with GSOH for nights 
out, friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401287| 

LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 

SINGLE mum, 35, white British, 
5ft 2ins, varied interests, looking 
for male to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4003291 
5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397915| 

JOYCE 82, widow, seeking man 
who is fun loving and good 
humoured for meals out, 60-70's. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393067 

FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392891 $ 

NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389774 | 
COUNTRY loving outgoing 
female, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
genuine, caring, intelligent, seeks 
honourable, smart, professional 
male, 68-75 to share laughter and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392899 
MARY 61, lot to give, likes 
country/western, animals, 

gardening, dancing, seeking 
someone special. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 399269 | 
FEMALE early 60's lots to offer 
someone special likes dancing 
music divorced looking for 
someone could it be you? Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400213j§ 

SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397751 | 
52YR old female, single mum of 2, 
seeking honest, caring, decent 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389891 j_ 

SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 389027 $ 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, 
seeks male for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 390230 $ 


BLACK African lady, late 30's, no 
ties, likes country walks, 
gardening, cinema, seaside, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393272 
DEBBIE 50, seeking man, 60 plus 
with GSOH for fun nights out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398173 @ 
MARGARET 57, looking for male 
companionship with GSOH for 
nights out, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390248 | 

MARY 62, fun loving, enjoy most 
things, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green 
eyes, size 14, lives alone in 
country, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385189 
RETIRED teacher, blonde, 5ft 
4ins, medium build, youthful, easy¬ 
going, likes most things, seeks tall, 
refined gent for meaningful 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 397363 
MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 394843 | 
MICHELLE petite fun female, 
outgoing, enjoys holiday abroad, 
OHAC and pretty self-sufficient, 
looking for someone to share a 
LTR with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399515 

SENSUAL female looking to enjoy 
life a little more, seeking 
likeminded male to enjoy 
interesting conversations over 
dinner, hopefully furthering our 
experience. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399195 
BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 | 

48YR old female, kind, loving, 
caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387797 0 
FEMALE looking for male for 
friendship and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392365 



PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! 


45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown 
hair, cuddly, curvaceous, love 
animals, music, sports, seeks 
kind, caring, sincere, mature male, 
40 plus with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381319 g fiS 


CLAUDIA curvy size 20, 
Mediterranean, blonde hair, brown 
eyes, seeks mature male, 40-55 for 
friendship, companionship and 
enjoy life together. Ashford. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
373611 ^ 60 


PAT widowed mid 60's blonde 
female, loves dancing, happy-go- 
lucky WLTM similar aged nice 



male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389195 


HAPPY go lucky lady, seeks tall, 
honest guy, 50-56 hopefully with a 
boat. Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392529 | 60 
PAT 67, 5ft 4ins, medium build, 
blonde hair, widow, likes dancing, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390201 

KENTISH lady, 50, no longer 
wishes to make do or mend broken 
heart, seeks kind gent to form 
patchwork moments. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 392865 
63YR old female, loving, tactile, 
seeks genuine male, 60-65. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381863 ! 


FEMALE 21, brown eyes, loving, 
looking for male, 20-30 for nights 
in and loving relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 396057 
INTERESTING attractive, 

uncomplicated, intelligent lady, 
many interests, seeks honourable, 
kind gent, 68-75 for long term 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:392211 
FOLKESTONE lady, 58, 5ft 1 ins, 
animal lover, cuddly, affectionate, 
GSOH, seeks male, 58-63 to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395551 | 

SUE 54, fairly slim, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks male, 45-55, 
N/S, likes football, sports, meals 
out etc., looking for lasting 
relationship and cuddles. Tel No: 
0906 515 711 2 Box No: 392803 
WIDOW 70's, many interests, 
seeks gent who misses 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 396401 
SUE 53, slim, blue eyes, likes 
football, animals, seeks N/S male, 
45-55 for loving, lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386247 


HAZEL blonde, 62, pretty, cuddly, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks genuine, 
attractive male, 55-65 for fun and 
friendship. Ramsgate. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 366319 


JO bubbly, fun, red hair, 
green eyes, 5ft 5ins, likes 
nights out, DVDs, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
374337 $ 

SANDRA 63, likes cuddles, varied 
interests, WLTM male with GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383497 

SUSIE from Kent, seeking tall 
honest guy for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

375883 

MARY likes most things, nights out, 
socialising, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 383847 
LONELY Folkestone lady, 57, 5ft 
1 ins, medium build, N/S, seeks 
caring, considerate male for walks 
by the sea and pubs. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 3710 67 
LISA tall slim elegant black lady 
looking for gentleman for company, 
50-90yrs. Discretion assured. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391394| 

BEVERLEY 33, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, seeks male, 40-45 for walks, 
karaoke and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 711 2 Box No: 375217 | 
47YR old female, 5ft 6ins, blonde 
hair, blue eyes, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 389413 


BLACK lady, 52, likes cinema, 
nights in/out, seeking male, 49-55 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390925 | 


Men Seeking 



HAPPY young looking 71 yr old 
female, likes life, fit, active, seeks 
male, 60 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393065 
DEBBIE 47, single parent, likes 
motorsport, seeking male with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398127 
YOUNG looking lady, late 50's, 
medium build, caring, intelligent, 
seeks kind, caring, intelligent man 
with GSOH of similar age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 3980951 
ANNETTE 58, 5ft 1 ins, cuddly, 
affectionate, likes animals, seeks 
kind, gentleman to share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394923 (j 

LYN 59, slim, fair, looking for 
someone to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397347® 
LOUISE loving, caring, thoughtful 
lady, likes photography, 
countryside, animals, seeks 
mature, N/S, genuine, caring, N/S 
gent with car to settle down with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397239 | 


FEMALE likes country walks, 
gardening, animals, seeks male 
for company, meals out and nights 
in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390147 _ 

LYNETTE 60, South African, new 
to area, N/S, sociable, like the 
outdoors, looking for new friends. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386387 ® 

BLACK female, 30, likes animals, 
swimming, music, singing, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
395941 | 

LUCY kind caring, honest, fuller 
figured, blonde, blue eyes, 44, 
looking for older man, kind, caring 
and honest. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395805 ® 
LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, 49, bubbly, looking for male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386401 
49YR old lady, honest, sincere, 
easygoing, likes a laugh, looking 
for love. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 359059 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C's below) 

BARRY 49, 6ft, well built, 
easygoing, seeks female to 
wine/dine and have fun times with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401401 ® 

THANET male, smart, young, mid 
60's, caring, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, likes 
travel, countryside, seeks slim, 
attractive, local soul mate. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 401399 
CHRIS 51, looking for young 
female, 25-42, white, slim, N/S for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401395 

HANDCUFFS and whips. Male 49, 
seeks younger, slim-medium build 
female for fun times. Chatham. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401365 I) 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 40's, 
OHAC, likes most things, seeks 
warm, sincere, fun loving female for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401361 $ 

GENT 49, romantic, caring, 
reliable, fun, seeks nice lady friend 
with same attributes, who has also 
been badly let down. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401353 ® 

SLIM 67yr old male, fit, loving, 5ft 
7ins, blue eyes, independent, 
sociable, easygoing, enjoys usual, 
seeks honest lady to share it all 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401245 | 


BLONDE tanned female, trendy, 
46, GSOH, likes walks, pubs, 
nights in, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 384852 0 


TIM own car/flat, seeks N/S lady 
60-70’s for holidays, 
companionship etc. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401351 | 
ALAN from Kent, looking for Miss 
Right to fall in love again. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401329 ® 
BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
GSOH, kind, considerate, 
easygoing, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 711 2 Box No: 401309 
SINGLE solvent 60yr old male, 
seeks female companion for days 
out and friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401281 | 
SEAMUS 5ft lOins, black hair, 
green eyes, average build, likes 
travel, weekends away, animal 
lover, varied interests, N/S, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401279| 

LOVING caring Ashford male, 46, 
likes outdoors, country pubs, cosy 
nights in, seeks similar female for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401233 |_ 

BLACK male, 50, 6ft, down to 
earth, easygoing, seeks female, 
38-55 for friendship/relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401135 

PAUL 52, businessman, own 
home, seeks female for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401127 

DENNIS 64, retired, solvent, 6ft 
4ins, 16st, widower, seeks friendly, 
attractive female for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401095 | 

STEVE 64, young at heart, ex¬ 
marine, likes meals out, seeking 
female with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401063 I) 


RICHARD 

blue eyes, 48, slim- 
medium build, likes 
travel, theatre, cinema, 
music, meals out, walks, 
countryside, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

401049| 

MARGATE gent 70’s, easygoing, 
tactile, seeking company of lady. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
400995 

PHIL 61, 5ft lOins, slim, GSOH, 
likes cooking, gardening, football, 
meals out, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400519 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40’s, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

400403 ® 

SLIM bi male, smooth, seeks 
male, 50 plus for flexible daytime 
fun. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 394012® 

51 YR old male, dark hair, 6ft, 
N/S, good looking, likes finer 
things in life, seeks lady for fun 
times and TLC. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399867 $ 
PLEASANT single black male, 
slim, 41, good natured, likes 
most things, seeks likeminded 
lady for possible relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399825 

DEREK 52, black male, honest, 
trustworthy, loyal, hardworking, 
likes nights out, meals out, quiet 
pubs, seeking similar lady for 
serious relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

3938 86 ® 

SALVATORE 68, widow, looking 
for female to share life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399613 

JAMIE tall slim fit 63 solvent 
generous retired seeks vivacious 
fun lady for no strings fun. Any 
age/status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 400211 
DAVID 51 medium build short 
hair blue eyes widowed likes 
nights in/out walks with dog 
caring thoughtful seeks honest 
genuine female 45-56 for 
friendship maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

400099 | 

RAY 41, shy, likes gardening, 
allotments, mopeds, seeks shy 
lady 41 -50 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 397301 ® 

LONELY male, 75, 6ft, N/S, 
OHAC, seeks lady for 
friendship/companionship to 
share our twilight years. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 393830 
FUN fit, friendly 50yr old male, 
medium build, seeking female for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

400045 | 


JACK 

28, fun 
loving, 

seeking female 
to share the good 
and bad times with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 393878 ® 

DOWN to earth 49yr old male, 
GSOH, OHAC, happy go 
lucky, fit, intelligent, witty, 
many interests, seeks young 
at heart female to share life 
experiences with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399965 I 


YOUNG 64yr old male, slim, 
GSOH, adventurous, 

outgoing, likes most things, 
seeks easy going, laidback, 
open-minded lady for 
friendship and good times. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3995391 


BRIAN 6ft 3ins, medium build, 
dark hair, seeking romantic, 
caring lady for meals out, 
nights in, cuddles and true 
love. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399451 ® 


Gay 

Seeking 



IF YOU'RE LOOKING to 

connect and chat with other 
men look no further TXT: 
GAY601 to 65125 for 3 chat 
matches, fun and safe serv¬ 
ice. (T&C's below) 

Go online - www.localgay- 
date.co.uk 


STRAIGHT lady 47, N/S, new 
to Gravesend area, seeking 
friends, likes most things with 
varied interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401285 


YOUTHFUL 60yr old male, bi- 
curious, seeks similar aged 
male for uncomplicated 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 394116® 
EASY-GOING guy, 64, 
medium build, 5ft lOins, likes 
outdoors, seeks slim, quiet, 
N/S guy for possible LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
400371 $ 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

Contact members by TEXT! Take a look at our members! 

If an advert has a | next to it then you can reply When you see a 60 symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile. 

and send it to 66888* (£1.50 per message sent) (£1.50 per pic sent) 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


GAY male, new to scene, 
seeks male, 50-65. Tel No: 

1 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
400025 

Friendship 


JACK mature male, Thanet 
area, seeks friends of either 
sex, any age for chats. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399455 

STRAIGHT male, 39, 
Medway, seeks pals for 
socialising, likes pubs, 
cinema, golf, table tennis, 
football. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398421 ® 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard 
network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these sen/ices, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum 
of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This serv¬ 
ice is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We resen/e 
the right to contact individuals with occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 
1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 20 01 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. SEND 
NTHCL followed by the box 
number of the person you wish 
to chat to and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 


MATURE lady, experienced in 
life seeks inexperienced male 
for informative chats! Text 
ARCHT 206299 to 66888 


YOUNG girl 21, blonde, curvy, 
available for chats, text night 
and day. Loves older men. 

Text ARCHT 206083 to 66888 


ASIAN lady, beautiful and 
respectful, hoping a strong 
minded man of any age replies. 

Text ARCHT 205760 to 66888 


ENGLISH rose, blue eyed 
blonde, wants discreet chats 
with asian men. Text ARCHT 
206010 to 66888 


ADVENTUROUS lady, bored 
at home, cant go on dates but 
wants to relax at home texting 
fun discreet men. Text ARCHT 
206442 to 66888 


NEW to this, jane, fun brunette, 
busty, 30's, show me what to 
do. Text ARCHT 205730 to 
66888 


STRICT school mistress seeks 
young men to text her, you 
wont be sorry! Text ARCHT 
206491 to 66888 


SUSIE, nurse, works odd hours 
but available for fun after dark! 

Text ARCHT 205567 to 66888 


SOLVENT lady, likes the finer 
things in life but wants a real 
working man to chat with. Text 
ARCHT 205839 to 66888 


CALL lindy and offload your 
secrets, she's willing to listen 
and can also tell you hers. Text 
ARCHT 206433 to 66888 


WELL traveled business lady 
wants man willing to chat when 
she's away from home, bored 
and lonely. Text ARCHT 
205766 to 66888 


FOREIGN beauty seeks down 
to earth male for chats about 
what english men like. Text 
ARCHT 206126 to 66888 


SALLY, attractive lady, 25yrs 
seeks men 50+ for chats. Text 
ARCHT 205655 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 


GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. SEND 
NTHCL followed by the box 
number of the person you wish 
to chat to and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 


TIM, 48, bank manager, busy 
at work but free to chat in the 
eves and weekends. Text 
ARCHT 205975 to 66888 


INTERESTING well traveled 
gent seeks inspiring conversa¬ 
tion with lonely ladies. Text 
ARCHT 206453 to 66888 


SINGLE dad wants to chat with 
single mums, cheer each other 

up. Text ARCHT 203572 to 
66888 
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CONTACT US... 



If you have a business story or 
any news you think we should 
be covering in this section, 
reporter Nick Ames would 
like to hear from you. 

You can phone him on 01303 
817181, or alternatively email 
nick.ames@archant.co.uk. 


KEY PARTNERS 



HighGrowthKent 



Bishop of 
Rochester 

Academy 
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ACADEMY 
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Business Week 


online@www.businessforkent.co.uk 


Your business is our business 


Four companies move 
to former Pfizer site to 
lift spirits in east Kent 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

SANDWICH’S Discovery Park wel¬ 
comed four new tenants this week as 
its bid to make itself a science hub for 
the county gathered momentum. 

The companies - FosterCare UK, 
Vital Software, A4P Bio and Com¬ 
municate - are now making the 
former Pfizer site their new home 
and taking advantage of the facilities 
left behind by the pharmaceutical 
giant. 

Paul Barber, site managing direc¬ 
tor, said the newcomers demonstrat¬ 
ed the opportunities for investment 
and job-creation that the park offered 
and were a sign that economic pros¬ 
pects for the area were improving. 

“We are delighted Discovery Park 
has been chosen as the base for these 
diverse businesses, which will benefit 
the area in terms of jobs and invest¬ 
ment,” he said. 

“Discovery Park is situated in a 
prime location with easy access to 
the main road network - we also 
benefit from Enterprise Zone status. 

“Our vision is to create a thriving 
business hub centred on the world- 
class science and technology facili¬ 
ties we already have on site. To have 
welcomed four new businesses to 
Discovery Park and into Innovation 
House - our dedicated luxury office 



DELIGHTED: Site MD Paul Barber 


accommodation - is testament to our 
commitment to creating a vibrant 
work environment where businesses 
can connect, share and engage. 

“As we develop the site we look 
forward to welcoming more busi¬ 
nesses in 2013.” 

Working with an increasing 
number of local authorities, Foster- 
Care UK has satellite offices in Lon¬ 
don and the South East but has de¬ 
cided to move its head office to 
Discovery Park, which is now home 
to some 20 companies, to meet its 
growth needs. 


The independent fostering service, 
which employs 98 people, has moved 
into its l,800sq ft offices. 

Jonathan Toomey, managing di¬ 
rector at FosterCare UK, said: “Mov¬ 
ing our head office to Discovery Park 
has enabled FosterCare UK to bring 
all of the high-quality, child-centred 
services we provide into one central 
destination. 

“As a rapidly-growing Kent-based 
business, the new office space gives 
us room to expand our services and 
continue the recruitment of new 
foster-carers in specialist areas.” 

Vital Software develops data- 
driven solutions for the automotive 
industry in the UK, Australia and 
The Netherlands and recently moved 
its offices to Discovery Park as part of 
its expansion plan. 

Keith Bushell, managing director 
for Vital Software, said: “Discovery 
Park is the perfect location for our 13 
UK-based staff. When we learned 
that the site was going to become an 
Enterprise Zone, it was the natural 
choice for our relocation. 

“We are pleased to be in the park 
and are looking forward to meeting 
and working with other like-minded 
and forward-thinking companies.” 

Vital Software plans to continue its 
business expansion in the UK and 
Europe, having recently opened of¬ 
fices in Amsterdam. 


HMV runs off the tracks to spark job worries 


ABOUT 150 jobs in Kent are at risk 
after the collapse into administration 
of entertainment chain HMV, which 
could signal the end of its 92-year 
presence on the high street. 

The retailer of CDs, DVDs and 
computer games is set to appoint 
Deloitte as administrator after banks 
and suppliers ran out of patience 
with its financial perfomance. 

The demise of HMV, which has 
stores in Ashford, Canterbury, 
Maidstone, Folkestone and 
Tunbridge Wells, as well as in the 
Bluewater and Westwood Cross 
shopping centres, comes just days 
after the camera chain Jessops shut 
all its 187 stores. Both have been hit 
by consumers buying online and 
competition from supermarkets. 

The explosion in digital 
downloading also badly affected 
HMV as UK consumers spent more 
than £1 billion on downloaded films, 
music and games in 2012, according 


to the Entertainment Retailers 
Association. 

Following poor returns before 
Christmas, HMV asked suppliers - 
which include the world’s biggest 
music labels, games-makers and 
film studios - for £300 million of 
additional funding to pay off its 
debts. The appeal was rejected. 

The bad results followed a 10.2 
per cent slump in sales and its net 
debt rising to £176.1m over the six 
months to the end of October. 

The chain launched a clearance 
sale on Saturday, with 25 per cent 
reductions on many products. 

In a statement, HMV suspended 
trading in its shares but said the 
administrators would continue to 
keep stores open while they sought 
a purchaser for the business. 

If a buyer keeps HMV on the high 
street, it is Likely that most of the 230 
UK stores will still close, with just a 
few profitable outlets remaining. 



Join the QR 

marketing 

revolution 

A REVOLUTION in marketing is set to give 
forward-thinking businesses the chance to 
establish one-to-one relationships with clients 
via their mobile phones. 

Newspaper and magazine articles and 
advertisements can have codes embedded 
or contain keywords to enable their websites to 
be accessed by people on the move. 

The technology for the use of QR codes and 
SMS keywords has been around for several 
years - but what is new is its use in marketing 
for business via the printed page. 

Terry McCusker is head of mobile for Archant, 
publisher of this newspaper. 

"Readers are able to use their phones to scan 
the codes, type in keywords 
or text on their phones to 
access further information," 
he said. 

"For example a 
restaurant advertisement- 
when scanned - can give 
the customer the menu and 
the opening times. A cinema 
or theatre can list what's 
on. Then, with a click, a call 
be made on the phone to make a booking. 

"The company also obtains the customer’s 
phone details, so they can get in touch regarding 
offers, discounts or any other information. 

"It's a great way for businesses to establish 
direct one-to-one relationships with their clients." 

McCusker said there had been a huge surge 
in growth in internet traffic on mobile phones - 
with actually making a phone call now the fifth 
most popular option. 

"If you're looking at the growth of the mobile 
market, I really think that sort of marketing is 
going to be very big," he said. 

David Hodgkinson, of KPMG, has also been 
following developments in the field. 

He said: "This will be an interesting year for 
mobile payments as some big players such as 
Paypal have called out their belief that NFC 
[Near Field Communications, such as smart 
phones] is not the right technology for great 
user experiences in this area. 

"Naturally, the card schemes and telco 
players have a different view. The incredible 
take-off of mobile commerce on sites such as 
Amazon and eBay already represents 
tremendous growth in mobile payments overall 
and developments in mobile POS solutions such 
as Square's Register and other tablet-based 
software solutions are really exciting retailers 
due to their potential to revolutionise in-store 
and omnichannel shopping experiences. 

"From a marketing perspective, all these 
developments represent tremendous 
opportunities and we're also starting to see 
in-app advertising models that are approaching 
an acceptable marriage between user 
experience and commerciality. 

"Furthermore, the marriage of new 
competences such as in-game advertising with 
mobile marketing will provide ever more salient 
and personalised marketing. Having a suitably 
agile platform to take advantage of these 
opportunities will be a differentiator for B2C 
[business to customer] firms." 



■ FOR ALL THE LATEST JOBS IN KENT - with more than 1,500 advertised - SEE OUR WEBSITE WWW. JOBS24.CO.UK/KENT 
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For more business news go to businessforkent.co.uk 


There's a Channel storm coming as 
Eurotunnel bids to buy French ports 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

EUROTUNNEL is bidding to take over the French 
ports of Calais and Boulogne, sparking fears 
that the operator would control too much of the 
cross-Channel travel industry. 

A tendering process organised by the French is 
under way and will see the successful bidder 
awarded the concession to run the ports for 50 
years. 

Eurotunnel spokesman John Keefe said the 
cross-Channel rail firm’s parent company, 
Groupe Eurotunnel, would make the bid for 
the ports, which are run by the Cote d’Opale 
Chamber of Commerce. 

He said the company currently ran the cross- 
Channel shuttle service and also operated trans¬ 
port services and other port infrastructure 
around France. 

The Calais and Boulogne bid was “entirely in 
keeping with the group strategy” and the com¬ 
pany had background and experience in the 
field, he said. 

“This is not us competing with P&O or with 
anybody on the [Dover-Calais] short strait. This 
is port infrastructure management and a com¬ 
pletely different issue,” said Keefe. 

But Brian Rees, P&O spokesman, said the 
Office of Fair Trading had already referred Euro¬ 
tunnel’s recent purchase of former SeaFrance 
ships, which are now run as subsidiary 
MyFerryLink, to the Competition Commission. 

He said: “To be honest, they have more front 
than Dolly Parton. The Tunnel is the biggest 
player in the market. They go and buy the Sea¬ 
France ships and now they want to run the 



CHOPPY 

WATERS? 

P&O is not 
happy with 
Eurotunnel 
proposals to 
run the two 
French ports 


French ports. It beggars belief - there has to be 
competition on the route across the Channel.” 

The Conservative MP for Dover and Deal, 
Charlie Elphicke, has also voiced his opposition. 

He said the move could have an impact on 
ferry lines P&O and DFDS, which were predomi¬ 
nantly British employers, and hit British jobs. 

“Eurotunnel effectively own the [former] Sea¬ 


France ferry company. Now they want to own 
the French ports of Calais and Boulogne,” said 
Elphicke. “I am deeply concerned that this is 
too much control of the cross-Channel freight 
market in the hands of one operator.” 

He said the situation should be investigated by 
the Competition Commission and the European 
Competition Authorities. 


HEAVY TRAFFIC 


Traffic was busy on 
Eurotunnel's service 
over the holiday period 
and a new record was 
set in terms of vehicles 
carried. 

During the period of 
intense traffic around the 
school holidays for 
Christmas and the new 
year, Eurotunnel’s Le 
Shuttle broke its 
previous volume record. 

Between December 14 
and January 6, almost 
200,000 passenger 
vehicles, including cars, 
motorcycles, vehicles 
with trailers, caravans, 
camper-vans and 
coaches crossed the 
Channel in both 
directions between 
Folkestone and Calais 
using the 35-minute 
service. 

This is the equivalent 
to about one million 
passengers and 
is the highest level of 
Shuttle traffic during 
a comparable period 
since 2001. 


Rural areas closing the broadband gap 



Apprenticeships: the good news 

SMEs looking to offer apprenticeships have been given a 
boost as grants for training are to be extended. 

The Government has confirmed an extension of the 
Apprenticeship Grant for Employers of 16-24 year olds to 
March 2014. 

The £1,500 grant is available to help businesses with 
fewer than 1,000 employees take on an apprentice. 

Business Secretary Vince Cable said: “Employers may be 
concerned about the time recruitment and training will 
take, and anxious about how it will work. So the £1,500 
grant is a token to acknowledge this and thank them.” 

The National Apprenticeship Service’s David Way said: 
“There has never been a better time to recruit an apprentice.” 


County town on the up 


THE digital divide between 
town and country should be 
narrowing as rural broadband 
comes a step closer thanks to 
a new agreement. 

The Country Land and 
Business Association (CLA) 
and National Farmers Union 
(NFU) have finalised the new 
package of payment rates. 

The terms will mean not- 
for-profit or private companies 
Looking to install the 
infrastructure needed for a 
community rural broadband 
network can work with 
farmers and Landowners. 

This will help Government in 
its aim to roll out superfast 
broadband to rural and remote 
areas where the business case 
for previous broadband 
investment had been weak 
or non-existent. 

The CLA has Long petitioned 
for better broadband in the 
countryside to enable rural 
businesses to be more efficient. 

Its South East regional 
director, Robin Edwards, said: 
"The importance of good rural 
broadband cannot be over¬ 
emphasised. It is essential for 
business, whether starting up 


or expanding, essential for 
education and research and an 
important communication tool 
for all rural communities. 

"We are confident this 
package will help secure 
consent for a broadband 
infrastructure to be rolled out 
to the final third of the country 
who still suffer with 
chronically poor broadband." 

The CLA and NFU example 
agreements suggest payment 
rates for broadband apparatus 


that Landowners can enter into 
with not-for-profit companies 
or private companies wishing 
to install a community 
broadband network. 

There could also be 
circumstances where a 
Landowner wishes to waive 
payment in return for their own 
high-speed broadband 
connection to the network. 

The minister for culture, 
communications and creative 
industries, Ed Vaizey, said: "The 


publication of the CLA and 
NFU rural wayLeave agreement 
is great news. 

"It will go a Long way 
to making our roLL-out of 
rural broadband cheaper and 
quicker by reducing the cost 
and time taken in negotiating 
individual Land-access 
agreements while providing 
certainty to communications 
providers and ensuring 
Landowners receive 
appropriate compensation." 


BUSINESS activity in the 
county town has grown during 
the past year. 

A report by business advice 
organisation Duport Associates 
Ltd says 230 companies 
formed in Maidstone between 
July and September 2012 - a 
6 per cent increase on the 
same period in 2011. 

This compares with a 3.8 per 
cent increase in new company 
registrations across the UK. 

Maidstone council's Malcolm 
Greer said: "This is excellent 
news for Maidstone. One of the 
council’s key priorities is for 
Maidstone to have a growing 


economy and we work in 
partnership with a range of 
organisations to support new 
and existing businesses across 
the borough." 

The managing director of 
Duport, Peter VaLaitis, said: "A 
rise in company formation is 
really good news for the 
Maidstone economy and 
suggests the town is moving 
forward as the recession 
comes to an end. 

"The rising number of new 
companies should help the 
thriving retail and leisure 
industries continue to grow in 
years to come." 
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Training, courses and careers 


Designed for laughter 

MATURE students at MidKent College have 
designed a new stage for a comedy night at a 
pub based just yards from the college's 
Maidstone campus. 

The Walnut Tree, near the Oakwood Park 
complex, approached the college to get interior 
design students to draw up proposals. 

Claire Ashcroft, 38, from Biddenden, and 
Janet Lowther, 57, from Maidstone had their 
designs chosen and received gift vouchers. 

Card is the perfect tonic 

A ROCHESTER man has become the 100th 
member of the Tonic Creative Business Project 
card system. 

The cards are used to pay for discounted 
short courses. Since it launched in July 2008, 
more than 700 students have taken advantage 
of them. 

Nathan Dodsworth from Rochester was 
presented with a specially produced and 
engraved gold membership card. 

Uni applications go up 

THE University of Kent has reported a signifi¬ 
cant increase in UK undergraduate applications 
for entry in 2013. 

As of the start of this month, applications 
were six per cent above the same time for 2012. 
It bucks the national trend which reveals a 6.3 
per cent decrease. 

Enrolment manager Mary Hughes said: 

"Kent's degree programmes remain in demand 
by high quality applicants." 


Apprenticeships go under the 
microscope of council panel 


KENT County Council is conducting a major 
survey to analyse the benefits of completing an 
apprenticeship. 

A select committee has been charged with 
coming up with some basic answers and has al¬ 
ready started the process. It is expected to report 
back to county chiefs by March 28. 

The number of apprenticeships has dramati¬ 
cally risen recently; believed to be as a result of 
the sharp hike in university tuition fees. 

Government has also recently introduced 
them for high end careers in law, ac¬ 
countancy and advanced engi¬ 
neering. It is estimated there 
are around 10,000 ap¬ 
prenticeships in the 
county in a variety of 
subjects. 

Cllr Kit Smith is the 
chairman of the KCC 
select committee. The 
members have the 
chance to grill people 
like Peter Hobbs, the 
chief executive of Kent 
Channel Chamber of 
Commerce and Lindsay Jar- 
dine, director of operations, and 
the Kent Association of Training 
Organisations. 
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f Cllr Smith said: “We want to en¬ 
sure that the apprenticeship quali¬ 
fication achieved fits the job when 
they are finished. 

“They used to be just for manual jobs, 
but are today much broader and more pro¬ 
fessional. ” 

As for the new law and other top level appren- 


SCRUTINY: 

Kent County 
Council will 
discuss the 
findings at the 
end of March 


ticeships, Cllr Smith said: “And why not - there 
is nothing to stop someone becoming a barrister 
without going to university.” 

He added: “We have a short timescale to get 
this finished by March, but I think we can come 
with some worthwhile recommendations. We 
are keen to talk with people and get under the 
skin of apprenticeships today.” 
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School set for entrance exam 
ahead of next academic year 


THE entrance exam to get into 
Canterbury's prestigious Kent 
College takes place this week. 

The school holds the Year 7 
entrance test on Tuesday, 
January 22, with scholarship 
assessments following on the 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

It is hoped the selection 
process will finalise entry 
ahead of the start of the next 
academic year in September. 

What's more, Year 7 
students will be able to benefit 
from the school’s embracing of 
technology, which sees all 
students in the entry year 
provided with Laptops. 

Youngsters at the junior 
school already widely use 
the Latest tablet machines. 



EDUCATION: All pupils learn to 
embrace modern technology 

Explained a spokesman for 
the school: "The majority of 
students at the school come 
from the county and our own 
bus service ensures safe 


transport from Ashford, 
Sittingbourne, Dover, Hythe, 
Sandwich and Folkestone. 

"The boarding houses within 
the school bring an exciting 
international cohort to the 
school and a 24/7 aspect 
to the lifestyle of the school. 

It also means we can run an 
extended school day, which is 
helpful to working parents. 

"Our exam results are 
always excellent: placing us 
in top 100 co-educational 
boarding schools in the 
country for A-levels and 
top 10 for the International 
Baccalaureate." 

Contact Mrs Jayne Simpson 
registrar@kentcollege.co.uk 
for more information. 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (*%) Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk (Q) Telephone us on 01303 817150 (M) Fax us on 01303 817001 


ELECTRICAL 


LOFT SERVICES 


YOUR LOCAL 
AERIAL MAA 

Digital Freeview TV 
Aerials Installations 
Freesat Satellite 
Installations 
Satellite & TV Aerial 
Maintenance 
Extra points for TVs 
& Satellite Systems 

07860645643 

We Will Better Any 
Estimates Given For 
Your Local Aerial Man, 

Ring anytime 

ESTABLISHED 1972 




ftECidt 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms. 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 
For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

4 >— +— 

V DOMESTIC Q 


C A 
INSTALLER — 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



FENCING, LANDSCAPE 
& TREE WORK 

•PATIOS • PATHS • PONDS 
• ALSO HEDGE LAYING 
CALL NICK 07779 723001 

nickjeaston@talktalk.net 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01795 522733 or 
01474 730037 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 



PROPERTY 


you need to 
sell your house? 

We buy houses for cash 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees 

■ Guaranteed offer 

■ Fast completion 

Call Elsie now on 07958 937 031 


REMOVALS 


\mmm \ 

t MiijM 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service! 

Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



" BUILDING SERVICES 

1 

r GENERAL 

1 

r MOTORS 

1 

r ROOFING 

>- i 




mirTNr Custom made to 
■ w your specifications 


a 


An independent builder's merchant 
providing a wide range of materials 
and services including bag 
materials, paving, timber, 
decking and much more. 

B&K MASTERS & SON 
01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience 

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7QB Just off M2 & A249 


COOKERS 


WOOD BURNING 
STOVES 
from £334 delivered 


Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 


jri 

BJJ 



K.O. 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 

• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freeze rs _ 

• Dishwasher^®^ 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
7am-8pm 7 days 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

_ PARTS/LABOUR 

01634 309158 / 07958 065395 



L 



storage whilst using LESS space! 


* Made to measure sliding 
wardrobe system 

* Free design & quotation 

* Fitted interiors to customer 
requirements 

* Matching bedroom 
furniture available 

* Safety backed mirror or 
wooden panel doors 

* Choice of sol id wood or 
laminated frames 


07725 952521 

www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk 


T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.coin 


HANDYMAN 


f^we Loc<3/ 
Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 


Real Hardwood Logs 

6 Nets £15.99 (min. 10 logs per net) 

Smokless Coal (Brazier) 

All uses 20kg 4 bags £35 

House Coal 

20kg 4 Bags £30 

Kindling Wood 

4 Bags £12.99 

Free delivery min. £30 spend 

01634 718286 | 07867533489 

email darranbromley@live.co.uk 


£ ILL CARS, VANS TRUCKS & 4X4S £ 
PWITH OR WITHOUT MOT. ANY AGE£ 
p OR CONDITION CONSIDERED, p 
*■ SAME DAY COLLECTION SERVICE. ~ 

£ A KCC registered company £ 


PLANNING 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



► Service and installation 

* Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

► Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 *07912 940875 


FLAT ROOFING 

Full range of flat roof systems 

Rubber roof systems 

with lifetime guarantee 

We use glass reinforced (GRP) available in a 

variety of colours 

• Built up felt roofing 

• Flat roof systems to suit all budgets 

• We will beat any quote guaranteed 

• Free roof check 81 survey 

• Public liability insurance 

The south east premiere flat roofing company 
We cover all of Kent 



0800 0921613 
07710 226552 


www.accurateflatroof.co.uk 


PROPERTY 


WASHING MACHINE 


_ i 


I 


FOR SALE 

Luxury Static Caravans at 
— Martello Beach in Pevensey. 

Park has direct access to the 
beach, indoor pool, kids play 
areas and a bar. 


<*■•>< From £ 17,500 

101323 761424 

www.martello-beach.co.uk 



CITY AND GUILDS TRAINED 
ENGINEER EX REME 


WASHING MACHINES, DRYERS, 
COOKERS, DISHWASHERS, 
FRIDGES, ETC. REPAIRED BY 


SQUADMATIC 

Same day/next day service, 

95% of repairs completed on first call. 
Most repairs cost £30-£65. 
Office 24hrs (01634) 373515. 
Engineer 07702 255105. 
Mon-Fri 7am - 9pm, Sat 8am - 5pm. 
Free call-out/estimate 
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Experience the delights 


of Park Home Living 



Hedge Barton £179,950 

Fordcome, Turnbridge Wells, TN3 OSL 


ThornleaPark £196,995 

Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7QS 




42' x 20' Wessex The Bungalow 

A new modern home boasting a beautiful 
kitchen & superb utility room. Co-ordinated 
throughout with a wall mounted fireplace. 
Two exceptional bedrooms. 


42' x 20' Omar Oulton Regency 

This new distinctive 2 bedroom home has 
a lovely lounge with modern surround fire. 
A fitted kitchen with dining room area. This 
home is great value for money without 
compromising on quality and style. 




40' x 20' Wessex Canford 

A luxury new home with ample storage, 
a stylish study, outstanding kitchen/diner 
and utility with integrated appliances. 
Two lavish bedrooms, master with 
en-suite shower and dressing room. 


Wickham Court £199,950 

Fareham, Hampshire P017 6DS 

1 

£189.500 

Bognor Regis, West Sussex, P022 9SW 


£195,950 1 

Takeley, Herts CM22 6TD 

Ijpif 
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42’ x 20' Omar Middleton 

A new two double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite and walk-in-wardrobe. A modern 
stylish fitted kitchen including all integrated 
appliances and utility area. Spacious 
lounge/diner and main bathroom. 


Braintree Park £179,995 

Braintree, Essex, CM7 9DW 


35' x 22' Omar Middleton 

A new two double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite and walk-in-wardrobe. A modern 
stylish fitted kitchen including all integrated 
appliances and utility area. Spacious 
lounge/diner and main bathroom. 


40' x 20' Wessex Cranbourne 

This new home offers a large lounge with 
feature fireplace. The luxurious kitchen with 
integrated appliances. Two double bedrooms 
master with en-suite shower. 


Truro Heights 

Truro, Cornwall TR1 3DY 


£205,950 ■ Allhallows Park £189,995 

!■ Rochester, Kent, ME3 9TD 





42' x 20' Omar Middleton 

A new two double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite and walk-in-wardrobe. A modern 
stylish fitted kitchen including all integrated 
appliances and utility area. Spacious 
lounge/diner and main bathroom. 


46' x 20' Wessex Orchard Cottage 

This new charming cottage style home 
with stunning inglenook fireplace 
offers two sumptuous bedrooms, luxury 
bathroom together with country kitchen 
with integrated appliances. 


50' x 22' Omar Middleton 

A new two double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite and walk-in-wardrobe. A modern 
stylish fitted kitchen including all integrated 
appliances and utility area. Spacious 
lounge/diner and main bathroom. 






^0 an* 


We also have some stunningly 
beautiful and enviable parks in 
the counties of 

Avon, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Cornwall, Dorset, Essex, 
Gloucestershire, Hampshire, 
Hertfordshire, Lincolnshire, Kent, 
Norfolk, Northamptonshire, 
Suffolk, Surrey, West Sussex 
and Yorkshire. 


Are you looking to downsize and 
release capital, but still have a 
detached residence with all of 
today’s modern conveniences? 

To make the most of your retirement years you will 
want peace of mind, comfort, independence and 
security as well as having like-minded friends and 
neighbours around you. 

By relocating to a Park Life Group estate you will not 
only be moving to a welcoming and secure community, 
you will be living the park home lifestyle. 

Established since 1945 we have over 50 parks across 
17 counties and celebrate almost 70 years of 
excellence. We have built up a reputation for high quality 
homes and excellent customer service. 

With fully furnished homes set in tranquil, picturesque 
locations, while allowing easy access to the surrounding 
towns for days out or visit’s to local attractions, you can 
have the best of both worlds and enjoy your retirement. 

Hedge Barton Park 

Chafford Lane, Fordcombe, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 OSL 
Initially an orchard, hedge Barton Park has many lovely 
landscaped lawns and gardens, all set in luscious Kent scenery. 
This beautiful countryside park is wonderfully peaceful, while not 
being too far from the amenities of nearby Fordcombe village and 
larger Royal Tunbridge Wells. Surrounded by mature trees and 
countryside, it is one of the prettiest parks in the region. 

Thornlea Park 

Lyminster Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 7QS 
Clean air, the sea just over the horizon and a wonderfully 
relaxed South Coast pace of life all combine to make 
Thornlea Park an excellent place to retire. Only a few 
miles from the seaside, and close to the amenities of 
nearby Wick, the park is superbly located in velvet 
West Sussex countryside. A stylish landscape 
entrance, flint walls and wrought iron 
electric gates enhance the element 
of a safe and secure living. 
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Part Exchange Example: 

100% Part Ex Available, Solicitors & Agents Fees Paid 

Park Home Price: £129,950 
House Price: £200,000 

Cash to you: £70,050 


Exclusive Residential Park 

Homes from £ 89,950 

Development plots also 
available for you to design 
your own home. 
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First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 


■ A3 Sportback What 
Car? Car Of The Year 

■ Mondeo shines as 
Ford scoops four gongs 

■ German efficiency 
wins through for BMW 



Hyundai's in 
a rush to hit 
top as UK 
sales prove 
popularity 


Drivin g 


carsforkent.co.uk 


Lexus flagship comfortably 
worth new sporting stripes 



LUXURY: 

The Lexus 
LS F Sport 
is a thing 
of beauty 
thanks to a 
radical facelift 
inside and out. 
Extras may 
significantly 
bump up the 
price but all 
combine to 
give a high- 
class driving 
experience. 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

TOYOTA turned the premium-car sector on its 
head in 1990 by launching a whole new 
executive brand and the flagship model - the 
original LS. 

Modelled on the Mercedes-Benz S-Class, seen 
then as the sector’s technological leader as well 
as delivering status and comfort, the new Lexus 
attacked the big Merc by offering loads of luxury 
spec at a keen price. It was a big success and 
Lexus went on to challenge the very best of the 
world’s premium brands, particularly the 
German powerbase of M-B, BMW and Audi. 

And whereas the original LS didn’t really offer 
big technological breakthroughs, three further 
generations have done so - notably in the form 
of petrol-electric hybrid power launched in 
2007. 

The latest car (from £71,995) is a radical 
facelift of the fourth-generation model launched 
in 2007 and not only continues to offer a hybrid 
system (total output 439bhp) but also 
introduces a world first, according to Lexus. 

This is the ‘climate concierge’ installed in the 
£99,495 long-wheelbase hybrid flagship, the LS 
600h L Premier. This system monitors the facial 
temperature of each occupant in the car and 
quickly adjusts the four-zone climate control, 
seat heaters/coolers and heated steering wheel 
to provide each with the most comfortable 
ambient temperature. Those in the back are 
also cosseted by electrically-operated reclining 
seats and adjustable footrests - one seat also has 
a power lumbar massage with remote control. 

This underlines how top-end LS sales are 
dominated by those who expect to be driven 
rather than drive themselves, but Lexus has 
responded to demand for a version offering more 
feedback to those behind the wheel. 

It’s the first-ever LS F Sport model (£74,495) 
and features the 382bhp 4.6-litre V8 petrol 
engine expected to account for most UK sales. 

It makes the most of the new sharper front 
end that exemplifies a new and sportier Lexus 
corporate look but also gains other cosmetics 
plus 19-inch F Sport alloys, Brembo brakes, a 
Torsen limited slip differential and handling 
modifications. It’s sportier inside, too, with a dark 
cabin finish, perforated leather seats and steering 
wheel trim, scuff plates, aluminium pedals and 
aluminium-effect dashboard highlights. 

But even the LS460 Luxury entry model 
exhibits a typical Lexus value-for-money spec, 
including 18-inch alloys, automatic bi-xenon 
headlamps and LED daytime running lights. 

The cabin comes with leather upholstery, 
four-zone climate control, plus air-conditioned 
and electrically-adjustable front seats. On-board 
entertainment is provided by a 19-speaker Mark 
Levinson media system with DVD-player, DAB 
tuner, Bluetooth and USB/aux ports; the quality 
of a similar system aboard a rather more 
affordable and smaller Lexus IS model prompted 
me to say it was a potential marriage-breaker, 
seducing the driver to stay in his/her car. 


J jl DON’T LIKE JJ 

... how it has taken Lexus ages to launch a 
sporting version. The Mercedes-Benz S-Class 
AMG does wonders for the image of the range. 


jl jl NOT SURE JJ 

... the F Sport can transform the slightly staid LS 
image overnight, or that the Lexus flagship can 
challenge rivals seriously without a diesel option. 


J jl REALLY LIKE JJ 

... how the fourth-generation car has been so 
radically updated in style and character. The top 
model now mirrors brand advances elsewhere. 



' ■ : ’ 


Price: 

£71,995 

Driving appeal: 

Not yet driven 
Image: 
★★★★★ 


Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★ 


Best rival: 

Mercedes-Benz 

S-Class 
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OWNING A BRAND NEW 
CHEVROLET COULD NOT BE SIMPLER! 



5 years 

0%APR 

# w Representative 

Finance available on selected Chevrolets 


ONLY 


PER MONTH 


Payments for 6 months 


BRAND NEW 
CHEVROLET SPARK 
1 .OLS 5DR 


Specification includes: 

• Air Conditioning 

• Remote Central Locking 

• USB Connectivity 

• Front Fog Lights 


HALF PRICE PAYMENTS 
FOR 6 MONTHS 
RIGHT NOW, AT PERRYS. 


Representative Example 

First 6 Monthly Payments we Pay 

£64 

First 6 Monthly Payments you Pay 

£64 

Then 54 Monthly Payments 

£128 

Cash Price 

£9,725 

Deposit 

£2,045 

Amount of Credit 

£7,680 

Total Amount Payable 

£9,725 

Borrowing Rate 

0% 

Representative 

0%APR 



CHEVROLET 


PERRYS OF DOVER Honeywood Parkway, White Cliffs, Business Park, Whitfield, Dover, CT16 3PT 

01304827 500 www.perrys.co.uk/dover-chevrolet 


Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km). Chevrolet Spark Range: Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 55.4 (5.1) C02 emissions 119g/km. Finance subject to status. 
Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions Apply. Ask for details. 
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MOTORING 


Visit carsforkent.co.uk 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



MiTo Romeo meets Twin Air 
Juliet for perfect partnership 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

BMW would have you believe the modern Mini 
is a young person’s car, but it’s not particularly 
affordable and I reckon the average customer 
age is far higher anyway. 

These older and affluent Mini fans will have 
bought one probably due to fond memories of the 
original Issigonis-designed Mini - the 1960s 
icon that endured far longer. 

With the exception of the rally-bred Cooper S 
and later 1275GT, though, most old Minis 
couldn’t pull the skin off the proverbial rice 
pudding, but they were fun to drive. 

And now Alfa Romeo has created something 
similar by marrying its MiTo supermini with 
parent group Fiat’s award-winning TwinAir - a 
tiny turbocharged twin-cylinder petrol engine 
with a big heart (0-62mph in 12.5 seconds). 

It was a union destined to happen; the MiTo 
line-up includes two diesel options, but the car’s 
pliant chassis and handling is better partnered 
with lighter petrol units and, best of all, the 
relatively featherweight 8 5bhp TwinAir - now 
the best-selling MiTo variant. 

You must keep the revs up if you really want 
to drive it hard, though, as you had to with 
another famous twin-cylinder car, Citroen’s 
legendary 2CV, as well as the original Mini. 

You’ll also want to select the most aggressive 
of three driving modes available in Alfa’s unique 
DNA system, a feature you would expect on cars 
costing far more and able to alter the steering, 
suspension and accelerator and gearshift re¬ 
sponses, with D (Dynamic) unleashing the little 
beast in the TwinAir. 

Most of the time, though, you need the crea¬ 
ture tethered in N (Normal) mode and milking 
the TwinAir’s economy - the official combined 
cycle figure is 67.3mpg - and justifying road 
tax-exempt C02 emissions of only 98g/km. 

The remaining A (All Weather) mode is select¬ 
ed when torrential rain, ice or snow makes driv- 



A DREAM 
MACHINE: 

Alfa Romeo 
has married 
its MiTo 
supermini 
with parent 
group Fiat's 
award-winning 
TwinAir engine 
to make one 
of the most 
eye-catching 
small cars on 
the market 


ing hazardous - the car helps here with optimum 
braking, throttle and steering. 

If I’m being picky, the twin-cylinder can sound 
uncomfortably and not unnaturally like a 2CV 
under stress but settles to quiet, miserly cruising 
in top at about 2,000 revs when, theoretically, 
you could be getting more than 70mpg. 

This is a bonus on top of driving one of the 
most eye-catching small cars you can buy; the 
MiTo - a name created from pairing Italy’s fash¬ 
ion capital of Milano, with motor city Torino - 
proves Alfa’s long-standing ability to create style 
on a short wheelbase. 

A personal favourite was the Giugiaro- 
designed 60s/70s Giulietta Sprint, while the 
MiTo has naturally been hailed as the long- 
awaited heir to the great Alfasud (1976-89). 

The MiTo arrived in 2008 and a few rough 
edges were smoothed out by a major makeover 
in 2011, which also consolidated a rather 
confusing line-up. 


As a three-door with small rear windows that 
looks more like a coupe, the MiTo can feel claus¬ 
trophobic for those in the back, so maybe it’s not 
a car for young families. However, it makes a 
strong case as a distinctive and stylish altern¬ 
ative to the ubiquitous Mini and other cars tar¬ 
geting the image-conscious, like the Citroen DS3 
and the MiTo’s group sister, the Fiat 500. 

There is a lot of distinctive style woven into the 
cabin design and - answering criticisms of past 
Alfas - everything feels robust and durable. 

The MiTo range also looks great value from 
£12,500, but this solitary Progression trim ver¬ 
sion comes without DNA and alloys - a bit like 
asking a supermodel to hit the catwalk without 
poise and wearing wellies. 

So you must trade up slightly to Sprint spec 
(from £13,205) to get the generous goodies. 
These also include Blue & Me, the Fiat group’s 
Bluetooth hands-free and USB media-player in¬ 
put with steering-wheel controls. 



What Car? star 
A3 Sportback 

AUDI'S new A3 Sportback - the 
premium family hatchback's 
five-door version - is What 
Car? Car Of The Year and also 
landed the Small Family Car 
category at the prestigious 
awards. 

The title's editor-in-chief, 
Chas Fiallett, said: "The Audi 
A3 Sportback mixes excellent 
refinement and accomplished 
driving experience with easily 
the finest cabin quality ever seen 
in a small family hatchback." 



Mondeo best 
of Ford’s four 


FORD gained four What Car? 
gongs, including two for the 
Mondeo - Best Family Car and 
Best Estate - even as it nears 
the end of its production life. 

The Fiesta was Best 
Supermini, and Focus ST-1, 
pictured, Best Flot Flatch. 

Fiallett said: "Ford really is 
buiLding great cars. Its cars 
look good are great to drive, 
reliable and make great buys." 



BMW scoops 
another three 


BMW'S wins were headed by 
Best Executive Car for the BMW 
3 Series' 320d ED Automatic. 

"When you consider its 
spacious, classy and user- 
friendly cabin, and its frugal 
running costs, there is no need 
to upgrade to bigger, more 
expensive executive cars," was 
the Fiallett verdict here. 

BMW's other wins were Best 
SUV (X3) and Best Open-top 
(Mini Roadster Cooper S). 
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FAST WORK: Korean carmaker Hyundai saw UK sales increase by 18.1 per cent during 2012, thanks to several models such as the stylish i40 estate, while its distinctive Veloster coupe is sure to attract attention 


Top-10 sales spot for popular Hyundai 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

HYUNDAI’S staggering 18.1 per cent sales in¬ 
crease in 2012 over the previous year has cata¬ 
pulted it into the UK top 10 for car brands. 

This is a first for any Korean marque and also 
means Hyundai has leapt 11 places in just five 
years to now hold a healthy 3.63 per cent share 
of the UK market - its second biggest in Europe 
after Germany. 

Those 2012 sales - 74,285 vehicles - out¬ 
performed the market growth trend in this coun¬ 
try by a factor of three and were undoubtedly 
helped by the brand’s five-year/unlimited-miles 


warranty, at a time when consumers demand 
better value. 

Much growth was underpinned by a 40 per 
cent rise in fleet sales for the brand, boosted by its 
Blue series of eco and tax-efficient models. 

Hyundai’s top seller of 2012 was the ilO five- 
door city car, contributing 23,000 to those 
record sales figures and taking a 12.5 per cent 
share of its market sector. 

The brand’s second star was the i30 family 
hatchback (12,000 units 2012), recently short¬ 
listed for the 2013 European Car Of The Year 
award, and already judged by Driving as a 
serious rival to those Western stars, the VW Golf, 
Ford Focus and Vauxhall Astra. 


Hyundai’s third-best seller was the i20 super¬ 
mini, with more than 11,000 units. 

The brand also possesses a stylish rival in the 
Ford Mondeo/Vauxhall Insignia/VW Passat com¬ 
pany car sector; the i40 saloon and estate (5,700 
sales) is a showcase for huge leaps in design and 
quality made by Hyundai in just a few years. 

Apart from mainstream models, though, Hy¬ 
undai also has two image-makers in the ix35 
SUV and distinctive Veloster coupe. 

The ix35 is the oldest product in the Hyundai 
range, even though it arrived less than three 
years ago, yet sales shot up last year by 58 per 
cent versus 2011 and captured 5 per cent of its 
market sector. 


The Veloster is a halo model attracting atten¬ 
tion to the brand with its sporty looks but the 
practicality of having a family-friendly nearside 
rear door allowing easier access to the back seats. 

Reviewing a record year, Hyundai UK chief 
Tony Whitehorn said it had been achieved de¬ 
spite challenging economic and social condit¬ 
ions, adding: “The investment in desirable new 
products which offer more than just good value 
has been integral to consumers reappraising the 
Hyundai brand. 

“We have risen from 21st in the UK car market 
to breaking through at number 10, a tremen¬ 
dous achievement and testament to the hard 
work of our employees and dealer network.” 


i am GlULIETTA. 
TEST 


0R1RYT0 RESIST ME. 



IV: 


WITHOUT HEART WE WOULD BE MERE MACHINES. 


NORTHGATE GARAGE NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1FW 
01227 829930 www.northgatealfaromeo.co.uk 


...NOW ONLY £219 PER MONTH*, WITH £2,000 
ALFA ROMEO DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION* ACROSS 
THE RANGE, PLUS 5 YEARS WARRANTY”. 

Stunning 5 door coupe looks, 5 star Euro NCAP rating and performance to 
make your heart race. With advanced technology that cuts emissions and 
provides combined fuel consumption of up to 64.2 mpg. The Alfa Giulietta 
1.6 JTDm -2 105 bhp Lusso is now available at £20,440 OTRt. 



ALFA GIULIETTA 1.6 JTDm- 2 105 bhp LUSSO 

On the Road Price! 

£20,440 

Alfa Deposit Contribution! 

£2,000 

Monthly Payment* 

£219 

Customer Deposit 

£2,999 

Amount of Credit 

£15,441 

Total Amount Payable by Customer 

£19,924 

Duration of Contract 

48 months 

Optional Final Payment (incl. £295 fee) 

£6,632 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

2.75% 

Representative 3.4% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 



Model shown is Alfa Giulietta 1.6 JTDm -2 105 bhp Lusso at £20,440 OTRt including Ghiaccio White special paint at £490. Range of official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa Giulietta range: Urban 26.2 - 53.3 mpg (10.8 - 5.3 l/100km); Extra Urban 48.7 - 76.3 mpg 
(5.8 - 3.7 l/100km); Combined 37.2 - 64.2 mpg (7.6 - 4.4 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 177 -114 g/km. 

♦With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in these examples) and being in good condition. Offers may be withdrawn or amended 
without prior notification. Offer subject to status, a guarantee and/or indemnity may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. We work with a number of creditors to provide finance to our customers, including Alfa Romeo Financial Services. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 ORW. Offer applies to 
vehicles registered between 1 January and 31 March 2013 on Alfa Giulietta models. Terms and conditions apply. {The Alfa Romeo £2000 Deposit Contribution is valid between 1 January and 31 March 2013 and is available across the entire Alfa Giulietta range. The deposit contribution can be used in conjunction with PCP 
only. Vehicles must be registered by 31st March 2013. Participating dealers only.Terms and Conditions apply. Retail sales only. |0n the road price is based on an Alfa Giulietta 1.6 JTDm -2 105 bhp Lusso and includes 12 months road fund licence, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and VAT. Figures correct 
at time of printing. **The 5 year warranty consists of 36 months unlimited mileage warranty (incl.24 months Pan European warranty) plus an additional warranty of 24 months or 100,000 miles, whichever comes first, excluding wear and tear items. For full details please see www.alfaromeo.co.uk. 
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Demonstrator Price 


Demolition 


SAVE UP TO Cl 1094 OFF NEW PRICES 



NEW 
£12140 
Ex demo 

£7995 


2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Agila 1.2i 16v 
S (a/c) ecoFLEX Hatchback 5dr 




2012 12 Reg Vauxhall 
16v (120PS) Exclusiv (a/c) MPV 5dr 


NEW 
£18625 
Ex demo 

£11995 


SAVE 

£6630 

against new 



NEW 
£24430 
Ex demo 

£13336 


2011 61 Reg 

Vauxhall Insignia 2.0CDTi 16v 
(160PS) SRi Hatchback 5dr 



NEW 
£13860 
demo 

£8695 


2011 11 Reg Vauxha 
16v (85ps) Excite Hatchback 3dr 


NEW 



2011 11 Reg 

Vauxhall Astra 1.3 CDTi 16v (95ps) 
Exclusiv ecoFLEX (S/S) Estate 5dr 


£20240 
demo 

£10995 


SAVE 

£9245 

against new 


NEW 



.«4 - ') 


2011 61 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.4i 
16v WT Excite Hatchback 5dr 


£18080 
demo 

10495 


SAVE 

£7585 

against new 


NEW 



2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.6i 
16v Turbo |192ps)VXR Blue 
Hatchback 3dr 


£19435 
Ex demo 

14495 


SAVE 

£4940 

against new 



2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.4i 
16v (lOOps) Active (a/c) MPV 5dr 


NEW 
£17890 
Ex demo 

£9995 


SAVE 

£7895 

against new 



2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Astra Acrive 
1.6 Hatchback 5dr 


OUR QUALITY USED CAR SECTION 


Corsa Selection 


Only 08 08 ASTRA BREEZE Sport Hatch 1.4 3dr, Black Sapphire .£6,995 Vauxhall Tigra Selection 


NEW 
£18860 
Ex demo 

£10995 


SAVE 

£7865 

against new 


10 10 CORSA SXi A/C 1.2 3dr, Metro Blue .£8,495 

10 10 CORSA ENERGY 1.2 3dr, Flame Red .£7,495 

11 11 CORSA EXCITE 1.2 3dr, Pepper Dust .£9,995 

11 11 CORSA EXCITE 1.2 3dr, Lime Green .£9,995 

11 61 CORSA S 1.0 3dr, Chilli Orange .£9,995 

11 61 CORSA S 1.0 3dr, Glacier White .£9,495 

12 12 CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Sovereign Silver .£10,395 

12 12 CORSA VXR Blue 1.6 3dr, Arden Blue .£16,995 

12 12 CORSA ACTIVE A/C 1.2 5dr, Pepper Dust .£10,395 

12 12 CORSA EXCLUSIVE CDTi 1.3 5dr, Flame Red .£10,995 

Astra Selection_Only 

06 56 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.6 5dr, Star Silver .£5,495 

08 08 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Silver Lightening .£6,495 

08 58 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Black Sapphire .£5,995 

08 58 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Panacotta .£5,650 


09 59 ASTRA LIFE E/T1.6 5dr, Star Silver .£5,995 

10 10 ASTRA SE AUTO 1.6 5dr, Silver .£10,495 

1111 ASTRA EXCLUSIV TOURER 1.3 5dr, Soverign Silver .£11,995 

11 61 NEW ASTRA EXCITE 1.4 5dr, Silver Lake .£12,995 

11 61 ASTRA SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Silver Lake .£13,995 

11 61 ASTRA GTCTBO 1.6 3dr, White .£15,995 

12 61 NEW ASTRA ACTIVE 1.6 5dr, Sovereign Silver .£13,995 

Agila Selection_Only 

12 12 AGILA S A/C 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver .£9,995 

11 61 AGILA SE 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver .£9,495 

Vauxhall Insignia Selection_Only 

11 61 INSIGNIA SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Carbon Flash .£14,495 


05 55 TIGRA SPORT 1.8 2dr, Star Silver .£4,795 

Vauxhall Meriva Selection_Only 

09 09 MERIVA CLUB 1.6 5dr, Air Blue .£6,845 

12 12 MERIVA ACTIVE 1.4 5dr, Technical Grey .£12,995 

12 12 MERIVA LTD 1.4 5dr, White .£14,995 

DUE SOON_Only. 

10 10 CORSA SRi 1.4 3dr, Silver Lake .£8,275 

07 07 ASTRA SRi X PACK 1.8 5dr, Black Sapphire .£5,495 

10 60 ASTRA SE TBO 1.6 5dr, Star Silver .£10,495 

COMMERCIALS_+VAT 

12 12 COMBO SPORTIVE 1.3 5dr, Black Sapphire .£10,695 

12 12 ASTRAVAN CDTi SPORTIVE 1.7D 3dr, Star Silver .£10,995 

12 12 MOVANO L3 H2 CDTi 2.3 5dr, White .£17,995 

11 61 VIVARO SWB SPORTIVE CDTi 2.0 5dr, Star Silver .£12,995 

12 12 VIVARO SPORTIVE LWB 2.0 5dr, Star Silver .£15,995 


Call us NOW for full stock list! 


*Terms and conditions apply. 



London Road Bapchild. 
Sittingbourne. Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 01795 476 222 

www pomphreys.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 



Scan with your 
Smartphone to view 
all our used car stock 
with pictures and full 
specifications. 





























































56 I week ending January 20, 2013 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


jobs24: 

/ IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


INCOVOUHNG 

JohsforKcnLcs.uk 


.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01303 817056 
FAX: 01303 817001 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 



M, 


PD WELFARE ASSISTANT 

34.58 hrs per wk for 39 weeks per year 
Kent Salary Range 3 
£14,241.00 - £16,144.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £11,231.08 - £12,731.87 pa 
Plus SEN Allowance of £1,181 pa 

We are seeking to appoint a passionate member of support staff who will 
join a team of Welfare Assistants to work closely with and support the 
needs of physically disabled (PD) students. 

The post holder will be required to support PD students both in the 
classroom and within the PD area with their learning and welfare needs in 
order to maximise their levels of achievement and independence. 
Experience of dealing with students' welfare therefore is essential and the 
post holder will be required to undertake moving and handling training. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report recently and was rated 
'good' in every category with some outstanding features. Thamesview is a 
new school build that benefits from innovative learning environments and 
state of the art ICT equipment. 

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences for our 

students and to supporting our staff through excellent CPD opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR 

Manager on 01474 566552 ext 8081120 or email 

k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 

Closing Date: 29th January 2013 

Interviews: Week Commencing 4th February 2013 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the 
disclosure procedure. Thamesview School operates a non-smoking policy. 


^ O 


o 


Aco rn Group 

RESIDENTTAL-EDUCATION ■ OUTREACH 

Acorn Group provides an extensive range of specialist services throughout 
the South of England, including Residential Sports and Activities Children's 
Homes, Semi-Independent Living, Fostering Service and Education via our 
own DfE registered school. 

We are currently seeking to recruit new team members who share our ethos 
of promoting the development of personal, social and academic skills 
alongside a sense of team spirit; where Children and Young people are 
enabled to positively channel frustration and negative experiences through 
sports and other energising activities. Due to rapid expansion, we are 
currently recruiting: 

Registered Home Managers - £28,000 - £32,000 per annum 

To maintain the smooth running of the home by promoting a harmonious 
culture co-ordinating, supervising, and facilitating the team in delivering 
high standards of care. Providing protection and support to the children 
and young people by facilitating their physical, psychological, emotional 
and social development. 

Level 4 NVQ / Diploma 5 in the Caring for Children and Young People / 
RMA Award required and experience essential. 

Team Leaders - £18,720 per annum 

A team leader is responsible for the supervision of a team of support staff 
to ensure that young people receive a person specific individualised 
service of care. 

Knowledge of Management theories, Child related / social care 
qualification with a minimum Level of NVQ level 3 in the Caring for 
Children and Young People preferred. 

Maths and Science Teacher - £20,000 - £24,000 per annum 

To plan and prepare courses and lessons for SEN students; to teach the 
Curriculum with regard and thought to the educational needs of the 
students. Previous experience and Maths to a minimum of A-level 
standard is essential. 

Interested candidates should apply before 1st February 2013 by 
downloading an application form from our website at www.acornhomes.eu 
or requesting an application form from Human Resources on 
hr@acornhomes.eu or 01843- 482510. Please note CVs will not be 
accepted. 

Successful candidates will be required to undertake an enhanced CRB 
check. 


Laurieni) 

Earn from £500 per 
week as a member of 
our live-in-care team. 

Lauriem LLP are recruiting now for 
experienced carers to join their established 
live in care team. Applicants must be able to 
commit to supporting adults on a live in care 
basis within Kent. 

Reliability and a caring approach are vital 
attributes for these positions. The work 
flexibility to spend a minimum of a full week, 
or longer, living with and caring for our clients 
within their own homes is necessary to secure 
these ongoing and sought after positions. 
Previous care experience is essential. Lauriem 
do provide training for all successful 
applicants to refresh and update their 
care skills. 

Ideally applicants will be aged over 25, hold 
a full driving licence, and most importantly, 
be committed to and able to demonstrate a 
desire to deliver outstanding care services. 

For further information and an 
application form please contact; 
01843 482483 and ask for Amanda 
Parker or Chris Quantock or e mail; 

Amanda.Parker@lauriem.co.uk 
Please note appointments to these positions 
are subject to interviews, satisfactory 
references and enhanced CRB checks. 





Principal/Chief Executive 



> COMPETITIVE SIX-FIGURE SALARY 

> ATTRACTIVE BENEFITS PACKAGE 

> RELOCATION PACKAGE 

> SUPPORTED PROGRESSION INTO CHIEF EXECUTIVE ROLE 

Are you INNOVATIVE, INSPIRING and AMBITIOUS? 

MidKent College comprises three key elements: MKC Training Services, which provides all of the training for the Royal School of Military 
Engineering at Chatham; our new £86 million campus at Medway; and our Maidsone Campus, which is currently undergoing a major refurbishment. 

As one of the biggest and best providers of further and higher education in the country, we are now on the hunt for an exceptional new principal 
who will take over as principal/chief executive from 2015. 

From September 2013 we are separating out the roles of principal and chief executive. Stephen Grix will continue part-time as the chief executive 
responsible for the strategic direction of the College and MKC Training Services. The successful candidate for this post will spend their first two years 
leading the College as principal and from 2015 will move into the combined role of principal/chief executive. 

Visit www.midkent.ac.uk/principal for more information and to apply for this life-changing career opportunity. 

Alternatively call HR director Andrea Ashman for an informal discussion on 01634 383544. 


Closing date: Monday 25 February 2013 


Interview dates: Tuesday 19 & Wednesday 20 March 2013 




Investors in Diversity 

wwwiiduk.com 


xm 


v 
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iKEiBA 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 

MidKent College is an equal opportunities employer 


MidKent College 
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Part-time CLEANER 

required for 

Cliffe Woods Community Association. 

Job share basis, week on week off. 

2 hrs. per day 14 hrs per week. 

Local person preferred. 

Telephone Carol - 01634 891484 


y - " project 

jSjlus 

r 

Integrated Youth Officer 

Maidstone (Shepway Youth Centre) 

(Salary: £23,054 - £26,421 pro rata) 

0.5fte to be worked mainly evenings and weekends 
Project Salus is a social enterprise established to deliver the 
services previously undertaken by Kent Safe Schools. We have 
recently been commissioned to deliver Youth Services in South 
East Urban Maidstone including the Shepway Youth Centre. 

We are currently seeking an Integrated Youth Officer to 
implement our range of centre and street-based youth services 
in Maidstone. The role will involve working directly with young 
people and agencies, offering services and support with an aim 
to improve young people’s emotional health and well-being. 

We are looking for a talented individual, experienced in working 
directly with young people in creative and innovative ways to 
achieve the best possible outcomes. This post will require 
energy and enthusiasm to ensure the success of this highly 
valued service. 

For more information please contact Peter Heckel on 
07725595519 

For an application pack please contact Katie Ling on 
01303 817470 

or at Katie.ling@projectsalus.co.uk 
Closing Date: Monday 28th January at 5pm 
Interviews will be held on the Thursday 7th February 


ECHOED® 

We are looking for an individual to assist 
with customer sales and technical support 
for our products via phone and email. 
This will primarily be an office based 
position but may involve some travel 
abroad to assist at tradeshows. 

Full product training will be given but 
knowledge of HiFi or consumer electronics 
would be beneficial. 

Working experience with email and 
Microsoft office would be expected and 
good phone and writing skills is essential. 

Please send CV and introduction letter to:- 

valerie@chordelectronics.co.uk 



The future of local media 
Be a part of an exciting and growing team 
developing our portfolio across Kent 

^Kenton Saturday - Kent on Sunday $ Tunbridge Wells 
e-Vt Medway Si You: Swale ■: yourashford ■: yourcanterbury 
6 yourdover eyourmaidstone g yourshepway e yourthanet 


News reporters - Trainees 

Permanent role, based in Smeeth, near Ashford. 

A GOLDEN opportunity has arisen to join our hard¬ 
working news team across our range of titles, including 
Kent on Sunday and our websites. 

We are seeking someone with a determined desire to 
shine and develop into a valued member of our news - 
gathering team, with an appetite for getting the very best 
stories and an ability to come up with non-stop ideas in 
this highly competitive industry. 

The right candidate will be able to turn around crisp, 
informative and entertaining copy on everything from 
hard-hitting crime stories to in-depth features. 

We'll provide all the support and encouragement to 
develop your talents. You'll need to be able to perform 
under pressure, prioritise workloads, be an excellent 
communicator both verbally and with the written word, 
and be a team player. 

We would expect you to have your NCTJ preliminary 
certificate, have undertaken work experience placements 
and be hungry to prove yourself. 

These opportunities don't come around often. In 
exchange, we offer a competitive salary, pension scheme, 
five weeks’ annual leave and a host of other voluntary 
benefits. You will be based in our office in Smeeth. It is 
essential you have a car and hold a full driver's licence. 




Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Following the retirement of the current postholder, the 
Governors at Abbey Court School are seeking to appoint a... 

Deputy Headteacher 

L18 - L22 (£56,950 to £62,811) 

We are looking for a dynamic and forward thinking individual, who has 
the passion, commitment and drive to maintain the school's outstanding 
status. The ideal candidate will be somebody who can enthuse parents 
and staff, as well as having an ability to engage the wider community. 
The successful candidate will work in partnership with the Headteacher 
and Deputy Headteacher, and will have responsibility for the day to day 
running of one site, ensuring continuous improvement in all areas. 

In return, the school can offer: happy children who respond well to 
challenge, an exciting, enquiry based approach to teaching and 
learning, a commitment to continuous professional development, which 
promotes and encourages further Leadership development and freedom 
to develop the role further. 

Abbey Court School delivers a full curriculum to pupils with Severe, and 
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties between the ages of 3 to 19. 
The school is split and based at two sites 12 miles apart: 
(Nursery/Primary in Rainham and Secondary/F.E. in Strood), and is 
located in pleasant surroundings with educational resources of 
enviable proportions. 

Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school are 
warmly welcomed 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey 
Court School, continuity and consistency of support is paramount 
and therefore candidates for all positions will need to commit to 
the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a 
satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 25.1.13 
Interviews: 14/15.2.13 


For further details and a job description, please contact 
Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, 
Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236) 



!u KwT 

Abbey Court School 


“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe 
learning environment where pupils and staff efforts, 
work and achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a.... 

Physiotherapist 

to join and enhance our high calibre team 

Medway Scale B2 to A-point 32 to 46 (£27.052 to £38.961) 

(full time-term time only-pro rata) 

Abbey Court School is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Nursery and Primary) 
and Strood (Secondary and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 
3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. We are looking for an enthusiastic 
and experienced Physiotherapist, with a professional and flexible 
approach. In essence, somebody with an interest in an educational setting 
who would like to work in a school committed to enabling pupils to reach 
their full potential. The postholder will be offered the opportunity to express 
their creativity, work holistically and demonstrate their strengths whilst 
undertaking a wide variety of tasks within the post. 

Working hours are 37 hours p/w, term time only. The successful 
candidate will work as part of a larger therapy team, alongside 
Occupational Therapist, Speech and Language Therapist, Music and Art 
Therapists. Candidates should hold a relevant Physiotherapy qualification. 
Benefits include: Local Authority pension scheme, induction training, 
performance management programme and Continuous Professional 
Development. Visits to the school are welcomed. Salary is negotiable 
between top and bottom scales. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at 
Abbey Court School, continuity and consistency of support is paramount 
and therefore candidates for all positions will need to commit to the full 
working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a 
satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 25.1.13 

For an application pack, or to make an appointment to visit, 
please contact Mrs Linda Taylor, Business Manager, 

Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 

Please note CVs will not be accepted. 
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The National Careers Service is here in Medway 

If you’re looking for a job and don’t know where to start, 
or wondering about a new career, or thinking about 
improving your qualifications and skills, drop-in and 
speak to us. You’ll get free and friendly advice from 
one of our qualified Careers Advisers. 

Help includes: 

• Developing your CV 

• Skills Assessments 

• Interview Techniques 

• Job Searching Advice 

• Information on training 



You can visit us at: 

• Connexions, 24 High Street, Gillingham ME7 IBB 
(THURSDAYS only) 

• Medway Youth Trust, 205-217 New Road, Chatham 
ME4 4QA (TUESDAYS only) 

• 48 Canterbury Street, Gillingham ME7 5UN 
(MONDAYS only, by appointment) 

You can also book a local face-to-face 
appointment by calling 

0800 1954 700 

nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 


hi 


The Op Shop Ltd Wish to appoint a 

CHARITY SHOP MANAGER 

£13,000 - £15,000 per annum (depending on experience) 

40 hours/week including Saturdays 

We are looking for a highly motivated individual to manage a local charity shop in Cheriton which 
raises funds for the work of the Folkestone Rainbow Centre. You will be responsible for running a 
volunteer team. Previous experience of retail management essential. 

For further details and an application form please contact: 

Folkestone Rainbow Centre by emailing info@rainbow-centre.org or 
Telephone 01303 850733 between 10am - 1pm 

Closing date for completed applications is Friday 8 February 2013 
Interviews will be held on Thursday 28 February 2013 



nu 


( MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and 
Maidstone is seeking to appoint outstanding individuals in 
the following areas: 


Hourly Paid Lecturer in Catering and Hospitality Ret: P06 


£23.44 - £27.22 per hour (Dependent on Qualifications and 
Experience) - Medway 

We are looking to appoint a passionate and creative individual to 
teach on a variety of practical catering qualifications, facilitating 
student learning and achievement. The applicants must have a 
relevant vocational/academic qualification. The post holder will hold 
or be willing to work towards a recognised teaching qualification. 
Recent industry experience is essential. 

Closing date: 12 noon, Friday 25 January 2013 


MidKent College and RBLI Employment Solutions are working in 
partnership to support disabled applicants. For assistance please 
contact RBLI on 0800783114 or visit their website www.rbli.co.uk 
To apply please e-mail job.applications@midkent.ac.uk for an 
application form. 

The College is committed to safeguarding young people and 
vulnerable adults therefore any offer of employment will be subject 
to a CRB check. 


O 
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' Working For Wildlife 

Reliable people required 

to recruit members on behalf of the Woodland 
Trust at pre-booked venues and organised events. 
This is an extremely rewarding opportunity with 
high earning potential. 

Applicants will receive full training and support. 
Your own transport is essential. 

Apply in writing to: 

ian@working4wildlife.org 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 
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Advertise here 
Cal 01303 
817056 

WWW. 

kentnews 

.co.uk 


Fill your job 


To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817056 


jobs24.£SHK TJft 

/ IN PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE IV6V1I 


To apply for the above position please apply online at 
www.archant.co.uk 
and click on vacancies 
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Public Sector 

You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA I Telephone: 01303 817056 | Fax: 01303 817001 | Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk I Online: www.iobs24.co.uk/kent 


PLANNING 


Planning applications 

iii* 


CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//12/02097/FUL: Altira Business Park, Margate Road, Herne Bay, CT6 6LA Erection of a foodstore (Use Class A1) including a cafe, 
industrial/commercial units (Use Class B1, B2 and/or B8), petrol filling station, surface level car parking, new access and highway works, 
landscaping, servicing and associated works. Applicant: Terrace Hill (Herne Bay) Limited Reason: Contrary to development plan and major. 

CA//12/02155/FUL: 32 Beaconsfield Road, Canterbury, CT2 7HF Loft conversion incorporating dormer window to rear elevation and rooflights 
to front elevation. Applicant: Ms Rogers Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00007/FUL: 41 Victoria Street, Whitstable, CT5 1JA Removal and replacement of dilapidated part rear of dwelling and infill of side yard. 
Applicant: MrVanzon Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00012/FUL: The Willows, Church Lane, Petham, CT4 5RD Demolition of conservatory and proposed rebuild on same footprint with flat 
roof over incorporating balcony. Applicant: Mr Bartram Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00024/FUL: Harlington, London Road, Harbledown, CT2 9AN Demolition of existing porch and creation of a new porch. 

Applicant: Mr Flower Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00034/LB: 49 Shalloak Road, Broad Oak, Sturry, CT2 OQH External and internal alterations in association with proposed conversion of 
existing garage into habitable room. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Chapman Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/00045/FUL 14 New Street, Canterbury, CT2 8AU Greenhouse at rear of property. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Parnell 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00053/FUL: 82 St Dunstan’s Street, Canterbury, CT2 8AD Demolition of existing service rooms attached to rear of 82 St Dunstan’s 
Street and replacement two-storey extension on the existing footprint. Applicant: Mr Thompson Reason: Setting of listed building in 
conservation area. 

CA//13/00060/FUL: Escombe House, The Street, Ickham, CT3 1QT Extensions and alterations, including localised demolitions. 

Applicant: Mrs Hilary Crowder Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00063/LB: Escombe House, The Street, Ickham, CT3 1QT Extensions and alterations, including localised demolitions. 

Applicant: Mrs Hilary Crowder Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/00073/FUL: 1 Ethelbert Road, Canterbury, CT1 3ND Erection of conservatory. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Khandzhyan 

Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.management@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 11 February 2013. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 18 January 2013 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/0003/SH - Broadview Old Road Elham Canterbury Kent - 
Conservation area consent for the demolition of existing retaining 
wall. 

Y12/1128/SH* - Land adjoining Hide 'n Seek Stone Street 
Stanford South Kent TN25 6DE - Erection of detached chalet 
bungalow and detached garage. 

Y12/1131/SH - Paddlesworth Court Farm Paddlesworth Court 
Paddlesworth Folkestone Kent - Erection of a two storey side 
extension. 

Y12/1149/SH - Paddlesworth Court Farm Paddlesworth Court 
Paddlesworth Folkestone Kent - Listed building consent for the 
erection of a two storey side extension. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition to 
the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 
13/00046/HOUSE Paper Mill Oast Hinksden Road, Benenden 

- Two-storey side extension with balcony to south elevation (LB) 

12/03447/FUL Sissinghurst Castle Biddenden Road, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Resurfacing of footpath in orchard (LB) 

12/03568/HOUSE Staddleden Starvenden Lane, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Two storey rear extension and interal alterations (LB) 

12/03569/LBC Staddleden Starvenden Lane, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Two-storey rear extension and internal alterations (LB) 

12/03537/FUL Gregory Rowcliffe & Milners Solicitors 10 St Johns Road, Culverden 

- Change of use from offices and workshop to four bed dwelling to include conservatory at 
basement level and rear balcony at upper ground level (CA) 

13/00014/FULMJ Land Rear Of Fowlers Park, Hawkhurst 

- Redevelopment of the site to provide 120 No. dwellings with associated access, car parking, 
landscaping and open space provision (DEVPLN) (LB) (MAJOR) (PROW) 

13/00043/HOUSE 1 Furnace Avenue Lamberhurst, Lamberhurst 

- Part demolition of existing and construction of 2 storey side extension (CA) 

12/03534/FU LMJ Land Rear Of The Old School House 17 And 19 Chapel Place And 

Pantiles & St Marks 

- Redevelopment of buildings to the rear of The Old School House and alterations to 17 and 19 
Chapel Place to create extension to hotel, including construction of tunnel and sub-basement level 
to existing hotel building and associated alterations to rear of hotel (LB) (MAJOR) (PROW) (CA) 

12/03535/LBC The Brew House Hotel 1 Warwick Park, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent - Redevelopment of buildings to the rear of The Old School House and 
alterations to 17 and 19 Chapel Place to create extension to hotel, including construction of 
tunnel and sub-basement level to existing hotel building and associated alterations to rear of 
hotel (LB) 

12/03546/HOUSE Tumblewood Rodmell Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Single storey side extension; Conversion of double garage to residential accommodation (CA) 

12/03549/HOUSE 7 Calverley Park Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Demolition of existing single garage and construction of new double garage with basement 
store room and bed/sitting room over (CA) (LB) 

12/03550/LBC 7 Calverley Park Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Listed Building Consent: Demolition of existing single garage and construction of new 
double garage with basement store room and bed/sitting room over (LB) 

12/03559/FUL Mulberry Lodge 16 Calverley Park Gardens, Park 

- Single storey dwelling (alternative to dwelling granted planning permission under TW/04039/FUL 
as amended by TW/11/03705/NMAMD) (CA) 

12/03488/FUL Malthouse Farm Queen Street, Sandhurst 

- Demolition of existing barn and replacement with detached 4 bedroom dwelling of similar style, 
detached garage building including 2 open bays, new vehicle and pedestrian access, swimming 
pool and pump room to the rear and associated landscaping (LB) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the inte 
James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 19 January 2013 



THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/12/1909/S - LAND EAST OF CHANCE, GRIGG LANE, HEADCORN, KENT, TN27 9TD - Erection of 5 
houses with associated parking. Reason: 9 

MA/12/2157/S - KNOWLE HILL FARM, KNOWLE HILL, ULCOMBE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1ES - 
Erection of a first floor extension and modification to roof, plus erection of a replacement storm porch. 

Reason:1 

MA/12/2165/N - PRIMROSE CO^AGES, OTHAM STREET, OTHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 8RN - 
Installation of a field access gate. Reason: 1 2 

MA/12/2197/S - MAIDSTONE HOSPITAL, HERMITAGE LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 9QQ - Erection 
of first floor front extension with glazed entrance and new pitched roofs above single storey projections 
on both sides. Reason: 6 

MA/12/2212/S - MAIDSTONE HOSPITAL, HERMITAGE LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 9QQ - Erection 
of single storey front extension and new pitched roofs above single storey projections on both sides. 

Reason:6 

MA/12/2217/N - HSBC, 1 - 5, WEEK STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1QW - Installation of 2 ATMs 
and new shop front on Week Street elevation and installation of 3 air conditioning units. Reason: 1 2 
MA/12/2255/S - NURSES HOME, HERMITAGE LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 9NN - Outline planning 
permission for the erection of 53 residential units with all matters reserved for future consideration. 

Reason:1 6 

MA/12/2268/N - THE TEN BELLS, UPPER STREET, LEEDS, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1SE - An 
application for conservation area consent for the demolition of existing extensions. Reason: 4 
MA/12/2301/N -18, HIGH STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1HT - Change of use of building from A1 
and A2 to A3 (restaurant/cafe). Reason: 1 2 

MA/12/2302/N -18, HIGH STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1HT - Listed building consent is sought 
for internal alterations to facilitate a change of use to A3. Reason: 3 
MA/12/2314/N - PLOT 4, ECLIPSE PARK, SITTINGBOURNE ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3EN - 
Erection of Class A1 retail development (with ancillary cafe) and associated servicing, car parking, 
landscaping and access arrangements. Reason: 6 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 -Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 -Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 -Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

4 -Application is for Conservation Area Consent. 

6 -Application is Major Development. 

9 -Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 3rd February 2013 
quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 20th January 2013. 



To advertise in this section 

IS 01303 817056 


el Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 04 FEBRUARY 2013 

SW/11/1564: 

Listed Building Consent for removal of 20th century red brick wall 
to the west. (Please note that although not part of this application, 
the historic wall that was removed is to be rebuilt on the same line 
using the same bricks) (Please note amended description and 
amended plan) - Gosmere Farm House, SHELDWICH: REASON 
2 

SW/12/1157: 

Change of use from office to residential (revert building back to 3- 
bed house) - 50 Broadway, SHEERNESS; REASON 1 
SW/12/1517: 

Proposed single storey side extension with internal alterations - 2 

Roman Road, FAYERSHAM; REASON 1 

SW/12/1532: 

Single storey rear extension to residential dwelling to 
accommodate extended kitchen, utility and sanitary facilities - 6 
Briton Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF APPLICATION 
FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
KCC/MA/ 0427/2012 - Proposed development at St 
Johns C of E Primary School, Provender Way, 
Weavering, Maidstone, Kent, ME 14 5 TZ. 

Kent County Council Property and Infrastructure 
Support is applying to Kent County Council for 
planning permission for proposed construction of 2 
classroom extension and internal alterations, new 
playground area and associated fencing. The 
development site is in close proximity to, and may 
affect, a public right of way. 

You may view this application at Maidstone Borough 
Council, Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME15 6JQ. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to 
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XX within 14 days from the date of this 
notice. Please quote the application reference 
number and note that comments may be drawn to the 
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other 
interested persons and may include publishing on the 
Borough Council website. 

KCC/SW/ 0440/2012 - Proposed development at 
Sittingboume Transfer Station, Units 5 - 7 West 
Lane, West Lane Industrial Estate, Sittingboume, 
Kent, ME 10 3 TT. 

SITA UK Ltd is applying to Kent County Council for 
planning permission for an application for change of 
use from a non-hazardous waste transfer station to a 
combined hazardous and non-hazardous waste 
transfer station with associated single storey 
portacabin, four non-hazardous waste storage bays 
and a hazardous waste storage building. 

You may view this application at Swale Borough 
Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingboume, 
Kent, ME10 3HT. 

Alternatively, details of all applications can be 
viewed on Kent County Council’s website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices 
in Maidstone at the address below during all 
reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to 
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this 
notice. Please quote the application reference 
number and note that comments may be drawn to the 
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other 
interested persons and may include publishing on the 
Borough Council website. 

Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 20 January 2013 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF SWALE 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZSX77 
IN THE PARISH OF SHEERNESS 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZSX77 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpath ZSX77 between West Street and the junction 
with Public Footpath ZSX76 between the Chefs Diner 
and PTC Limited (NGR TQ 908 735) from the 1st February 
2013. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 1st 
March 2013. 

The path is to be closed because works are planned on 
or near it and there is a likelihood of danger to users. 
There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Michael Ellis 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


VILLAGE GREENS - IN THE BOROUGH OF 
ASHFORD 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
COMMONS ACT 2006 - SECTION 15(1) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF 
LAND AS A VILLAGE GREEN 

Application has been made to the Registration 
Authority, Kent County Council, by the Kingsnorth Parish 
Council under section 15(1) of the Commons Act 2006 
and in accordance with the Commons Registration 
(England) Regulations 2008. The application seeks the 
inclusion in the Register of Town and Village Greens of 
the land described in the Schedule below which is 
claimed to have qualified for registration as a Town or 
Village Green by virtue of the use of the land for the 
purposes of lawful sports and pastimes ‘as of right’ and 
without challenge by the landowner for a period of over 
20 years. 

If the Registration Authority is satisfied that the land 
described below qualifies for registration as a Town or 
Village Green, it will so register the land. 

The application, which includes a plan of the land 
proposed for registration, may be inspected at the 
offices of Kent County Council at the address below. 
Please contact the Commons Registration Team on 
01622 221628 to make an appointment prior to visiting 
to ensure that a member of the team is available to 
assist you. 

Any person wishing to make representations regarding 
the application should send a written statement of the 
facts upon which the representation is based to Miss. 
Melanie McNeir at Kent County Council, either by post at 
the address below or by email to 
commons.villagegreens@kent.gov.uk, so as to arrive no 
later than Monday 4th March 2013. Please quote 
reference VGA648. Representations must include the 
name and postal address of the person making them 
and the nature of their interest (if any) in the land 
affected by the application. They must also be signed 
by the person making them and state the grounds on 
which they are made. 

Please note that any representations that are to be 
taken into account by the Registration Authority in 
reaching a decision on the application cannot be 
treated as confidential and may come into the public 
domain during the processing of the application. Copies 
of any objections or representations received will be 

V___ 


forwarded to the applicant for comment and may be 
disclosed to other interested parties, including the 
Planning Inspectorate where the case is referred to it for 
determination. 

Description of the land claimed to have qualified for 

registration as a Village Green 

An area of land of approximately 0.3 acres (0.1 
hectares) in size situated to the rear of property 
numbers 17 to 23 Riverside Close at Kingsnorth. 


VILLAGE GREENS - IN THE AREA OF 
CANTERBURY CITY COUNCIL 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
COMMONS ACT 2006 - SECTION 15(1) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF 
LAND AS A VILLAGE GREEN 

Application has been made to the Registration 
Authority, Kent County Council, by Ms. S. Pettman under 
section 15(1) of the Commons Act 2006 and in 
accordance with the Commons Registration (England) 
Regulations 2008. The application seeks the inclusion 
in the Register of Town and Village Greens of the land 
described in the Schedule below which is claimed to 
have qualified for registration as a Town or Village 
Green by virtue of the use of the land for the purposes 
of lawful sports and pastimes ‘as of right’ and without 
challenge by the landowner for a period of over 20 
years. 

If the Registration Authority is satisfied that the land 
described below qualifies for registration as a Town or 
Village Green, it will so register the land. 

The application, which includes a plan of the land 
proposed for registration, may be inspected at the 
offices of Kent County Council at the address below. 
Please contact the Commons Registration Team on 
01622 221628 to make an appointment prior to visiting 
to ensure that a member of the team is available to 
assist you. 

Any person wishing to make representations regarding 
the application should send a written statement of the 
facts upon which the representation is based to Miss. 
Melanie McNeir at Kent County Council, either by post at 
the address below or by email to 
commons.villagegreens@kent.gov.uk, so as to arrive no 
later than Monday 4th March 2013. Please quote 
reference VGA650. Representations must include the 
name and postal address of the person making them 
and the nature of their interest (if any) in the land 
affected by the application. They must also be signed 
by the person making them and state the grounds on 
which they are made. 

Please note that any representations that are to be 
taken into account by the Registration Authority in 
reaching a decision on the application cannot be 
treated as confidential and may come into the public 
domain during the processing of the application. Copies 
of any objections or representations received will be 
forwarded to the applicant for comment and may be 
disclosed to other interested parties, including the 
Planning Inspectorate where the case is referred to it for 
determination. 

Description of the land claimed to have qualified for 

registration as a Village Green 

An area of land of approximately 3.6 acres (1.5 hectares) 
in size known as the Kingsmead Recreation Ground and 
situated at Kingsmead Road, opposite the Kingsmead 
Leisure Centre, in the city of Canterbury 


VILLAGE GREENS - IN THE DISTRICT OF 
SHEPWAY 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
COMMONS ACT 2006 - SECTION 15(1) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF 
LAND AS A VILLAGE GREEN 

Application has been made to the Registration 
Authority, Kent County Council, by the Shepway 


Environment and Community Network under section 
15(1) of the Commons Act 2006 and in accordance with 
the Commons Registration (England) Regulations 2008. 
The application seeks the inclusion in the Register of 
Town and Village Greens of the land described in the 
Schedule below which is claimed to have qualified for 
registration as a Town or Village Green by virtue of the 
use of the land for the purposes of lawful sports and 
pastimes ‘as of right’ and without challenge by the 
landowner for a period of over 20 years. 

If the Registration Authority is satisfied that the land 
described below qualifies for registration as a Town or 
Village Green, it will so register the land. 

The application, which includes a plan of the land 
proposed for registration, may be inspected at the 
offices of Kent County Council at the address below. 
Please contact the Commons Registration Team on 
01622 221628 to make an appointment prior to visiting 
to ensure that a member of the team is available to 
assist you. 

Any person wishing to make representations regarding 
the application should send a written statement of the 
facts upon which the representation is based to Miss. 
Melanie McNeir at Kent County Council, either by post at 
the address below or by email to 
commons.villagegreens@kent.gov.uk, so as to arrive no 
later than Monday 4th March 2013. Please quote 
reference VGA647. Representations must include the 
name and postal address of the person making them 
and the nature of their interest (if any) in the land 
affected by the application. They must also be signed 
by the person making them and state the grounds on 
which they are made. 

Please note that any representations that are to be 
taken into account by the Registration Authority in 
reaching a decision on the application cannot be 
treated as confidential and may come into the public 
domain during the processing of the application. Copies 
of any objections or representations received will be 
forwarded to the applicant for comment and may be 
disclosed to other interested parties, including the 
Planning Inspectorate where the case is referred to it for 
determination. 

Description of the land claimed to have qualified for 

registration as a Village Green 

An area of land of approximately 8.7 acres (3.5 
hectares) in size situated on the western side of Stone 
Street and south of the M20 motorway and forming part 
of Folkestone Racecourse at Westenhanger in the parish 
of Stanford. 


VILLAGE GREENS - IN THE BOROUGH OF 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
COMMONS ACT 2006 - SECTION 15(1) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF 
LAND AS A VILLAGE GREEN 

Application has been made to the Registration 
Authority, Kent County Council, by Mr. R. Fitzpatrick 
under section 15(1) of the Commons Act 2006 and in 
accordance with the Commons Registration (England) 


Regulations 2008. The application seeks the inclusion 
in the Register of Town and Village Greens of the land 
described in the Schedule below which is claimed to 
have qualified for registration as a Town or Village 
Green by virtue of the use of the land for the purposes 
of lawful sports and pastimes ‘as of right’ and without 
challenge by the landowner for a period of over 20 
years. 

If the Registration Authority is satisfied that the land 
described below qualifies for registration as a Town or 
Village Green, it will so register the land. 

The application, which includes a plan of the land 
proposed for registration, may be inspected at the 
offices of Kent County Council at the address below. 
Please contact the Commons Registration Team on 
01622 221628 to make an appointment prior to visiting 
to ensure that a member of the team is available to 
assist you. 

Any person wishing to make representations regarding 
the application should send a written statement of the 
facts upon which the representation is based to Miss. 
Melanie McNeir at Kent County Council, either by post at 
the address below or by email to 
commons.villagegreens@kent.gov.uk, so as to arrive no 
later than Monday 4th March 2013. Please quote 
reference VGA649. Representations must include the 
name and postal address of the person making them 
and the nature of their interest (if any) in the land 
affected by the application. They must also be signed 
by the person making them and state the grounds on 
which they are made. 

Please note that any representations that are to be 
taken into account by the Registration Authority in 
reaching a decision on the application cannot be 
treated as confidential and may come into the public 
domain during the processing of the application. Copies 
of any objections or representations received will be 
forwarded to the applicant for comment and may be 
disclosed to other interested parties, including the 
Planning Inspectorate where the case is referred to it for 
determination. 

Description of the land claimed to have qualified for 

registration as a Village Green 

An area of land of approximately 1.1 acres (0.4 hectares) 
in size situated adjacent to the Number One Community 
Centre and Showfields Library at the junctions of Rowan 
Tree Road and Showfields Road on the Showfields 
estate in Tunbridge Wells. 


Countryside Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 lXX Dated: 20th January 2013 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Countryside Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8 am- 8 pm) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


SWAN STREET, WITTERSHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Swan Street, Wittersham, on or after 4 

February 2013 for up to 5 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed between Finches and Marefield 
House. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Maytham Road and Poplar Road. 

The alternative route is via Palstre Court Road 
(Wittersham Road) and B2082 Poplar Road. 


WAREHORNE LEVEL CROSSING, WAREHORNE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of level crossing maintenance, Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 
on Warehorne Level Crossing, Warehorne, from Sunday 
27 January 2013 at 08:00 hrs until Monday 28th January 
2013 at 04:00 hrs. 

Church Road, Warehorne will be closed at the Level 
Crossing. 

The alternative route is via B2067 Kenardington Road, 
Appledore Road, Church Lane, Firs Lane, Hogg Lane and 
Arrowhead Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


OWLS HATCH ROAD, HERNE BAY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to re-line Braggs Culvert, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Owls Hatch Road, Herne Bay, on or after 4 

February 2013 for up to 3 weeks or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed approximately 100 metres west 
of the junction with Bullockstone Road. 

There will be no access for through traffic between 
Thornden Wood Road and Bullockstone Road using this 
route. 

The alternative route is via Thornden Wood Road, 
Greenhill Road, A2990 Thanet Way to Greenhill 
Roundabout, Bullockstone Road and Owls Hatch Road. 


ROPER ROAD, CANTERBURY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow the use of a mobile crane to remove a tower 

crane, Kent County Council has made an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Roper Road, Canterbury, 

on or after 27 January 2013 for up to 1 day, between 

07:00 hrs until 00:00 hrs (midnight). 

If weather prevents these works going ahead on the 
planned date, they will be deferred until one of the 
following 2 Sundays. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with St Dunstan’s Street. 

The alternative route is via A290 St Dunstan’s Street, 
Forty Acres Road and Beverley Road. 


SEASALTER LANE, SEASALTER & RECULVER LANE, 
RECULVER (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Seasalter Lane, Seasalter and Reculver Lane, 

Reculver, as shown below. 

SEASALTER LANE, SEASALTER - closed for its entire 
length, from 7 February 2013 for up to 2 days, between 
07:30 hrs and 16:30 hrs each day 
The alternative routes are 

Southbound via Faversham Road, Joy Lane, Borstall Hill, 
Clapham Hill, A299 Thanet Way and Seasalter off slip. 
Northbound via A299 Thanet Way, High Street Off-slip, 
Highstreet Road, Thanet Way Overbridge, A299 Thanet 
Way eastwards, A2990 Thanet Way, Borstal Hill, Joy 
Lane and Faversham Road 

RECULVER LANE, RECULVER - closed for its entire length, 
on 8 February 2013, between 07:30 hrs and 11:30 hrs 
There is no alternative route; every effort will be made 
to maintain access whenever it is safe to do so. There 
will be some times when this is not possible, with 
resultant delays 


V* 


VARIOUS ROADS, RURAL CANTERBURY (PRE-PATCHING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on various roads in villages to the south of 
Canterbury, as shown below. 

All closures are between 07:30 hrs and 16:30 hrs each 
day, with roads re-opened outside these times. 

BRITTON FARM ROAD, ICKHAM - will be closed for its 
entire length, from 4 February 2013 for up to 2 days 
There is no alternative route; every effort will be made 
to maintain access whenever it is safe to do so. 

CARTER ROAD, BEKESBOURNE - closed for its entire 

length, on 6 February 2013 

The alternative route is via Shepherd's Close Road, 

Bramling Road and Adisham Road 

BAYE LANE, ICKHAM - closed for its entire length on 8 

February 2013 and 11-13 February 2013 

The alternative route is via Wingham Lane (Road), The 

Street (Ickham), Wickham Lane, Wickham Road, The 

Street (Wickhambreaux) and Seaton Road 

OLD PALACE ROAD, BEKESBOURNE - closed for its entire 

length, from 12 February 2013 for 2 days 

The alternative route is via The Street, Station Road and 

School Lane 


TOWER HILL, WHITSTABLE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to provide a raised pedestrian 

crossing, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Tower Hill, Whitstable, on 

or after 4 February 2013 for up to 1 week, or until the 

works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the footpath to 
the Tea Gardens, with no through access between the 
junctions with Tower Parade / Tankerton Road and Park 
Avenue. 

The alternative route is via B2205 Tankerton Road and 
Park Avenue. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Tower Hill will be 
suspended between the junctions with Tower Parade 
and Park Avenue to allow access from either direction 
up to the point of closure. 


WATLING STREET, CANTERBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow the placement of equipment to inspect Riding 

Gate Footbridge, Kent County Council intends to make 

an Order prohibiting through traffic on Watling Street, 

Canterbury, on or after 10 February 2013 for up to 1 day, 

between 07:00 hrs and 13:00 hrs. 

The road will be closed to southeast bound traffic in the 
vicinity of the junction with A28, with no access from 
Watling Street to the A28 Rhodaus Lane / Upper Bridge 
Street. 

The alternative route is via St George’s Lane and St 
George’s Street. 

The order restricting the use of St George’s Lane to 
buses and taxis only will be suspended, to allow its use 
as a diversion. 

Northwest bound traffic is unaffected. 


HIGHWAYS - DARTFORD AREA 


SHELLBANK LANE, BEAN, DARTFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of BT works to allow access to the carriageway 

boxes for cabling, Kent County Council intends to make 

an Order prohibiting through traffic on Shellbank Lane, 

Bean, Dartford, on or after 4th February 2013 for up to 5 

days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction with Green 
Street to Junction with High Street. There will be no 
access for through traffic between these junctions. 

The alternative route is via Green Street. Sandbanks 
Hill, Southfleet Road, High Street. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, DARTFORD) 

(PROHIBITION OF WAITING) CONSOLIDATION 
(AMENDMENT NO 13) ORDER 2013 

NOTICE is hereby given that THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
proposes to make the above named Order under 
Sections 1, 2, 4 and 124 of and Part IV of Schedule 9 to 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and of all other 
enabling powers and after consultation with the Chief 
Officer of Police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 
9 to the Act of 1984: 

The effect of the Order is to introduce: 


i) No waiting at any time (double yellow line) 
restrictions on the following roads or lengths of 
roads in Dartford: Abbey Road, Alexander Road, 
Blenheim Close, Blenheim Road, Darenth Road, 
Dene Road, Eynsford Road, Joyce Green Lane, 
Knockhall Road, Pattersdale Road, Teesdale Road; 

ii) No waiting at any time (double yellow line) 
restrictions on the following roads or lengths of 
roads in Dartford (no changes to restrictions already 
in place on site): Myrtle Place, Watling Street; 

iii) No waiting Monday - Friday 8am - 9.30am and 
2.30pm - 4pm restrictions on the following roads or 
lengths of roads in Dartford: Lunedale Road; 

iv) No stopping Monday - Friday 8am - 9.30am and 
2.30pm - 4pm on school entrance markings 
restrictions on the following roads or lengths of 
roads in Dartford: Eynsford Road, Lunedale Road, 
Main Road, Parsons Lane; 

v) No stopping Monday - Friday 8am - 9.30am and 
2.30pm - 4pm on school entrance markings 
restrictions on the following roads or lengths of 
roads in Dartford (no changes to restrictions 
already in place on site): Heath Lane, King Edward 
Avenue, Littlebrook Manor Way, St Edmunds Road, 
Swanscombe Street. 

Full details are contained in the draft Order which, 
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended 
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for 
proposing to make the Order, may be examined 
between 8.30am and 5pm on Mondays to Fridays at 
Sessions House, Maidstone, ME14 1XQ or at Ashford 
Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way, Henwood Industrial 
Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD. 

Any person wishing to support or object to the making 
of the Order should do so in writing by noon on 11th 
February 2013 to eitherTRO@kent.gov.uk or Traffic 
Schemes and MHFTeam, KCC Highways and 
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way, 
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, KentTN24 8AD 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


GROVE ROAD, PRESTON 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Grove Road, Preston, on or after 5 February 
2013 for up to 2 days, between 07:30 hrs and 16:30 hrs 
each day. 

The road will be closed in phases for its entire length, 
with no access between Preston and the A28, using this 
route. 

The alternative route is via Stourmouth Road, Preston 
Road, The Street, Gore Street, A253 Ramsgate Road, 

A28 Island Road, Grove Ferry Road and Grove Road. 


A258 LONDON ROAD / SANDWICH ROAD, SHOLDEN 
(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
For the safety of the workforce and public during site 
construction works, Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order to impose a temporary mandatory speed 
limit of 30 mph on the A258 London Road / Sandwich 
Road, Sholden, Deal, on or after 4 February 2013 for up 
to 6 months or until the works have been completed. 
This affects the section of road from the existing 30 
mph speed limit north westwards to the junction to 
Fowlmead Country Park, and applies in both directions, 
when the relevant signs are on site. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER DISTRICT) 

(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING PLACES) 
CONSOLIDATION (AMENDMENT NO 16) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
makes the above named Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) 
to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police in accordance with Paragraph 20 of 
Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The effect of the Order prohibits waiting at the following 
locations:- 

Dodd's Lane, On the north west side of the road. 

Dover From a point 10m NE of its junction 

with Crabble Hill, for a distance of 
13m in a north easterly direction 


On the north west side of the road, 
from a point in line with the north 
eastern boundary of no.52, for a 
distance of 7m in a south westerly 
direction. 

At the north end of the road, along 
the north extremity of the road for 
6m, and extending 8m on each side 
of the road from the north end of the 
road in a southerly direction. 

On both sides of the road. From the 
boundary of no.i and no.2 
Canterbury Road, in a north easterly 
then easterly direction for a distance 
of 60m. 

Full details are contained in the Order which, together 
with the relevant plans and a statement of reasons for 
making the Order may be examined on Mondays to 
Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way Ashford, 
Kent, TN24 8DH, between 8.30am and 5.00pm, and at 
Dover District Council, Council Offices, White Cliffs 
Business Park, Whitfield, Kent, CT16 3PJ during normal 
opening hours. 

The Order will be made on 7 March 2013 and will come 
into operation on 11 March 2013. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order 
or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make an 
application to the High Court for this purpose. 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESEND AREA 


CHAPMAN HILL (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of a new gas supply, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Chapman Hill, on or after 4th February 2013 for up to 10 

Days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Rosemary Lane to South 
Street. 

The alternative route is via Chapmans Hill -Rosemary 
lane - Hodsall Street -Wrotham road-Chapmans Hill 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


BABYLON LANE, SUTTON VALENCE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to install gullies and 
interconnecting pipework, Kent County Council intends 
to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Babylon 
Lane, Sutton Valence, on or after 4 February 2013 for up 
to 8 days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside “Kenmal”. 

The alternative route is via New Barn Road, Headcorn 
Road, Forsham Lane. 


BOARLEY LANE, BOXLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to lay a new sewer, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Boarley Lane, Boxley, on or after 4 February 

2013 for up to 5 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed from Old Chatham Road access 
way to “The Old Mill House”. 

The alternative route is via Old Chatham Road, Boarley 
Lane. 


CLAPPER LANE, STAPLEHURST 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to install a new water main, 

Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS 


through traffic on Clapper Lane, Staplehurst, on or 
after 21 January 2013 for up to 12 weeks or until the 
works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Lindbridge to Grave 
Lane. 

The alternative route is via Marden Road, Station 
Road, A229 Maidstone Road. 


PRISTLING LANE, STAPLEHURST 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of installation of a new water main, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Pristling Lane, Staplehurst, on or 
after 4 February 2013 for up to 35 Days or until the 
works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Goudhurst Road to 
Snoad Lane 

There will be no access for through traffic between 
the junctions with Goudhurst Road to Snoad Lane. 
The alternative route is via Five Oak Lane, Goudhurst 
Road. 


TESTON LANE, TESTON (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to change defective sleepers 

under the level crossing, Kent County Council intends 

to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Teston Lane, Teston, on or after 9 February 2013 for 

up to 1 night between 22.oohrs and n.59hrs or until 

the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at the level crossing. 

The alternative route is via B2010 Lower Road, 

Station Road, Farleigh Lane, A26 Tonbridge Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


HORTON ROAD, SOUTH DARENTH, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of maintenance to railway viaduct to 
coincide with railway possession, Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 
on Horton Road, South Darenth, Sevenoaks, on or 
after 27th January 2013 for up to 1 day or until the 
works have been completed. 

The road will be closed 10 metres either side of the 
railway duct and there will be no access for through 
traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: Station Road, A225 Main 
Road, Cedar Drive, Devon Road, Holmesdale Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


GRAVENEY LEVEL CROSSING, GRAVENEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of track renewal works, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic 
on Graveney Level Crossing, Graveney, on or after 9 
February 2013 as shown below. 

Monkshill Road will be closed in the vicinity of 
Graveney Level Crossing. 

The planned closure times are as follows 

Saturday 9 February at 01:00 hrs to Monday 11 

February 2013 at 05:00 hrs 

Sunday 17 February at 01:30 hrs to Monday 18 

February 2013 at 04:30 hrs 

Sunday 24 March at 01:30 hrs to Monday 25 March 

2013 at 04:30 hrs 

The alternative route is via Seasalter Road, Head Hill 
Road, Head Hill, Whitstable Road (Staple Street and 
Staple Street Road in reverse), A299 Thanet Way, 
(Dargate Off-slip in reverse) Highstreet Road and 
Monkshill Road. 


MANNS PLACE (WRENS ROAD), BREDGAR 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 AS 
AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to replace a telegraph pole, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 



through traffic on Manns Place (Wrens Road), 
Bredgar, on or after 6 February 2013 for up to 2 days, 
between 09:30 hrs and 15:30 hrs each day. 

The road will be closed to the north of the junction 
with Gore Road. 

The alternative route is via Gore Road, Primrose 
Lane, Tunstall Toad, Bredgar Road and Hearts Delight 
Road. 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


STAR LANE, BROADSTAIRS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of road widening and improvements, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Star Lane, Broadstairs, on or after 
4 February 2013, as shown below. 

The road will be closed in 2 phases, with some 
minimal overlap, as follows. 

From 4 February 2013 for up to 3 months, Star Lane 
will be closed between the junctions with Manston 
Court Road and Nash Road. 

The alternative route is via Manston Court Road, 

A256 Haine Road and Nash Road. 

Night time closures of Nash Road are planned for 10 
nights in early April, to be advised nearer the time. 
During these closures, the alternative route will be 
via Manston Court Road, Haine Road, Margate Road 
and Star Lane 

From 15 April 2013 for up to 3 months, Star Lane will 
be closed between the junctions with Nash Road and 
A254 Margate Road. 

The alternative route is via Nash Road, A256 Haine 
Road and A254 Margate Road 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & 
MALLING AREA 


HAWDEN ROAD, TONBRIDGE (PROHIBITION OF 

DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary install a new gas main, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Hawden Road, Tonbridge, on or 

after 4 February 2013 for up to 5 days or until the 

works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside number 27. 

The alternative route is via Houselands Road. 


LUCKS HILL, WEST MALLING (PROHIBITION OF 

DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary for a bridge inspection, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Lucks Hill, West Mailing, on or after 

22 January 2013 for up to 1 night between os.oohrs 

and os.oohrs or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed at the railway bridge. 

The alternative route is via Swan Street, High Street, 
Town Hill, A20 London Road, Winterfield Lane, Lucks 
Hill. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


FOXHOLE LANE, HAWKHURST (PROHIBITION OF 

DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 

RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary for BT Openreach pole 

replacement, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Foxhole Lane, 

Hawkhurst, on or after 5 February 2013 for up to 2 

days or until the works have been completed. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 1XQ Dated 20th January 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 





week ending January 20, 2013 I 61 



Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Section 123 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 that the Maidstone Borough Council 
proposes to dispose of the freehold interest in approximately 115 
sq. metres (137.5 sq. yards) of land at Bushy Grove, Kingswood. 

Further details of this disposal may be obtained from the office of 
the Assistant Director of Environment and Regulatory Services, 
Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King Street, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6JQ, where the plan may be inspected 
during normal office hours. 

Objections to this proposal should be sent in writing to the 
Assistant Director of Environment & Regulatory Services at the 
above address, not later than 11 February 2013. 


Steve Goulette 

Assistant Director of Environment and Regulatory Services 
Dated 12 January 2013. 
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SWALE BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Section 123(2A) Local Government Act 1972 
Disposal of land forming part of an Open Space 

Notice is hereby given that Swale Borough Council 
intends to dispose of a plot of land adjacent to 90 Upper 
Brents, Faversham, Kent ME13 7DL measuring 
approximately One Hundred and Ninety Four (194) 
square metres. A plan showing the land edged red can be 
inspected at Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East 
Street, Sittingboume, Kent ME 10 3HT during normal 
office hours. 

Any objection to the disposal should be addressed to the 
Head of Legal Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale 
House, East Street, Sittingboume, Kent ME10 3HT (Ref. 
CJS/S002607) within 14 days of the publication of this 
Notice. 


Mr M Radford 

Director of Corporate Services 
Swale Borough Council 
Swale House East Street 
Sittingboume Kent ME10 3HT 


Dated: 8 January 2013 


C3 
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MARRIAGE LICENCES 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: Upchurch River Valley Golf Club, 

Oak Lane, Upchurch 
Applicant: William Barling 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 




01303 817056 
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For more sports news and pictures go to www.kentsport.co.uk 


FOOTBALL 


We’ve got our eye on you 

Their presence is not always obvious but the police are keeping watch on you during the big 
match. Greg Miles spent a day with officers at Gills’ top-of-the-table clash with Port Vale. 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

KENT is not a hot-spot for professional football 
clubs with large fan bases, but it’s busy enough 
to keep one man and his fellow colleagues on 
their toes. 

In the week, PC Geoff Greensmith is a police¬ 
man - and at weekends and the odd Tuesday 
night he’s no different, except that he combines 
his job with his favourite hobby: football. 

As Kent’s football liaison officer (FLO), he is 
tasked with making sure Gills fans, and the 
county’s droves of non-league followers and 
their visiting counterparts, are safe to enjoy 
their passion. 

It’s all too easy to dismiss their presence as a 
show of force, as behind the scenes the risk of 
trouble is never far away and often nullified 
without anyone ever knowing, as I learnt at 
the Gillingham-Port Vale match last weekend. 

“That was the liveliest home game this season 
so far because of the size of the crowd and the 
number of risk supporters in attendance,” said 
PC Greensmith. “From a policing point of view, 
an away team winning is the best result. If they 
win they go home happy.” 

There were no arrests, but five fans were re¬ 
fused entry for being drunk, while one away 
supporter was ejected from the Brian Moore 
Stand (BMS) for repeatedly trying to enter the 
empty lower tier. 

It’s all about risk prevention and reacting to 
intelligence as far as the police are concerned. 
For instance, the 716 Vale fans were housed in 
the upper tier of the BMS as this season’s records 
show they have a history of encroaching on to 
the pitch. 

It’s not just about Gillingham, as the law states 
a presence is needed at all Blue Square Premier 
games and above, meaning Ebbsfleet United and 
Dartford are on PC Greensmith’s list. 

Figures released towards the end of last year 
by the Home Office show the number of arrests 
at international and domestic matches in Eng¬ 
land and Wales last season has dropped by 24 
per cent to 2,363. That’s 726 fewer than the 
year before and works out at an average of less 
than one arrest per match. 

Such figures come about through a lot of pre¬ 
match preparation by FLOs around the country 
- as you can imagine, a visit by Galatasaray to a 
club like Manchester United needs some home- 




27 people in Kent are the subject of Football Banning Orders relating to various teams. 

Arrests and ejections at Gillingham, Ebbsfleet United and Dartford home and away ties: 


2011/12 

15 arrests and 41 ejections 


2012/13 

12 arrests and 23 ejections (as of 8/1/13) 


work. But back in Kent, PC Greensmith keeps 
abreast of the situation in all manner of ways, 
through social-networking sites like Twitter (@ 
kentpolicefooty), information from coach oper¬ 
ators carrying fans to games, pubs and inform¬ 
ation reports documenting the behaviour of 


each club’s fans, kept on a nationwide database. 
Officers from other forces also often travel to help 
their counterparts identify away risk groups. 

So next time you think about casting a sour 
glance at those in high-vis jackets, remember 
they’ve got your safety in mind. 


A DAY ON THE BEAT 



WITHOUT sounding like the hardcore veteran 
type, I've been to a few football matches in my 
time and become accustomed to the presence 
of police at grounds around the country. So to 
go behind the scenes for the Gills v Vale game 
put things in a new light for me. 

The day started as all days should, with a cup 
of tea at Gillingham police station, followed by a 
briefing for the team on duty. This went through 
everything from the behaviour of both sets of 
fans throughout the season and who the 
trouble-makers are to how to spot the 
difference between fans by shirt colour - not 
everyone on the force is a football fan. 

Spotters were deployed to vantage points 
throughout the town, while I headed off in a 
marked police car. The first port of call was to 
the town centre to check on the favoured 
drinking spots and the train station, where the 
majority of fans arrived. Continual checks were 
made on the coach park and down the main 
roads where opposing fans would first come into 
contact with each other. 

Communication became key as a high number 
of risk fans (possible trouble-makers) from both 
sides was known to be in the area, in fact the 
highest number of the season for a Gills home 
game. Note is also made of a potential problem 
of away fans visiting the home supporters’ pub 
to watch TV before kick-off. 

Meanwhile, two coachloads of away 
supporters pitched up in Rochester. With their 
pre-match alcohol intake having started hours 
earlier, they were checked on and had an escort 
arranged to bring them into the town later. 

With kick-off fast approaching and the escort 
safely in, albeit after getting stuck in traffic, 
attention switched to the stadium, where the 
only trouble recorded was a minor 
conclude a busy day. 


FOOTBALL 

Financial woes come full circle for former Chelsea star 


JON HARLEY IN NUMBERS 


96-01 Chelsea 30 appearances, 2 goals 
2000 Wimbledon (loan) 6 appearances 
01-04 Fulham 25 appearances 
02/03 Sheffield United (two Loans) 

14 appearances, 1 goal 
2004 West Ham United (Loan) 

15 appearances, 1 goal 
04/05 Sheffield United 

48 appearances, 2 goals 
05-08 Burnley 117 appearances 

(two on loan), 3 goals 
08-10 Watford 75 appearances, 2 goals 
11/12 Notts County 53 appearances 
11/12 Rotherham (loan) 12 appearances 
12/13 Portsmouth 23 appearances, 1 goal 


ITS an all too familiar story for Jon Harley, who, 
after witnessing the liquidation of Maidstone 
United as a youngster, has now found himself a 
victim of the financial troubles at Portsmouth. 

Harley, who hails from the county town, grew 
up watching the odd game at the old London 
Road ground and is friends with current boss 
Jay Saunders. He went on to carve out a career 
in the professional game, coming through the 
ranks at Chelsea, making his debut in 1998. He 
was an unused sub in the 2000 FA Cup final 
triumph over Aston Villa. 

Fourteen years later, after a £3.5 million 
move to Fulham and spells at Sheffield United, 
West Ham, Burnley, Watford and Notts County, 


he has found himself without a club after being 
released by Portsmouth, who are currently in 
administration and keeping players on short¬ 
term deals. His career could have taken a 
different path had it not been for the withdrawal 
of support for his centre of excellence. 

“I was at a Milwall Centre of Excellence in 
Canterbury and suddenly they decided there 
weren't enough players coming through in 
Kent," he said. "Chelsea took it over. I suppose I 
could have ended up playing for Millwall. 

"Maidstone went into liquidation when I was 
young. There wasn't a team locally for me to 
support and Gillingham were the big rivals, so I 
supported Chelsea like my dad. I went to a few 


Maidstone games, but it was when they were in 
the non-league. You learn about the history of 
what's gone on. It was a very unfortunate time 
for them, but they have shown there's always a 
way forward." 

At the age of 33, and having racked up more 
than 400 career appearances, the left-back 
feels he has plenty more to give: "I don't feel like 
I’m of an age where I'm going to stop playing -1 
feel there's a good few years left yet. 

"Playing at Chelsea was the highest level I 
could have played at. I was part of the FA Cup¬ 
winning team, played in the Champions League 
and was in the England Under-21 squad. 

"There's no disappointment." 
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FOOTBALL 

Scally tackles debt and 
up search for new Gills 


steps 

home 



TALKS: Gillingham chairman Paul Scally has secured an option with a food retailer to develop Mill HilL 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

GILLINGHAM chairman Paul Scally has re¬ 
vealed to shareholders that the club is on a safer 
financial footing now it owes nothing to banks. 

He also discussed the future of the Brian Moore 
Stand and the proposed move to a new home at 
Mill H ill, close to the club’s training ground at 
Beechings Cross. 

More than 100 shareholders attended an in¬ 
formal meeting at Priestfield before the 2-1 loss 
to Port Vale last weekend and heard how Scally 
has finished his financial restructuring of 
Gillingham FC Ltd (the company that owns the 
club) following years of debt. The club has had 
no liabilities to banks since June 2011, having 
previously owed £3.6 million. 

The other good news is that the club owns the 
freehold of the stadium once again. It had been 
in the control of a separate company, Priestfield 
Developments Ltd, owned by Scally, who bought 
it in 2007 as part of the debt restructuring. 

The protracted move to a new stadium was 
also high on the agenda. This year the club failed 
in its plans to move to the Chatham Docks rede¬ 
velopment, where Scally had hoped the devel¬ 
oper of the site, Peel Holdings, would set aside 10 
acres for the club. 

He has since secured an option to develop 40 
acres at Mill Hill, just a few miles from the Gills’ 
current home. It is a joint venture with a food 
retailer, with the next step being an application 
for a feasibility study to Medway Council. 

The future of the Brian Moore Stand (BMS) is 
largely dependent on how long it may take to 
move to a new home. Plans are being drawn up 
to improve the existing stand, while architects 
are also looking at a new structure that would 
cost some £2.5m. 

The BMS was built in 2004 as a replacement 
for the old terraced Town End. However, the 
club’s temporary planning permission for the 
stand expired in May 2010. Medway Council, 
which looks after such applications, is hopeful a 
positive conclusion will be reached. 

The council told KOS Media: “Since the tempo¬ 
rary permission for the stand expired in May 
2010, the council has met with the football club. 
We have also responded to clarifications sought 
by the club and have been clear that the tempo¬ 
rary permission has lapsed and a new planning 
permission is required if the stand is to remain.” 


Student tickets and 
food vendor’s deal 

While talk of the new stadium, the club's 
finances and the Brian Moore Stand 
proved the highlights of the meeting, 
there were other points of interest for fans 
to note. 

■ The club revealed it was looking to 
attract more of the 6,000 students based 
around Medway to home games, with 
possible discounted tickets for those with 
NUS cards. 

■ Linley Catering, which runs the food 
and beverage stalls at Priestfield, has a 
new 10-year deal. It is working on 
employing more of its own staff rather 
than casual workers to improve relations. 

■ The club's new online ticketing system 
is working well, compared with the old 
Ticketline phone set-up. 


The council continued: “At present there is a 
breach of planning control, but they are not 
breaking the law unless, or until, the council 
serve an enforcement notice. No decision has 
been made as yet on serving such a notice as we 
are hopeful the club will respond positively.” 

Talk of the stand brought about the idea of 
safe standing areas at Priestfield. Nationally, a 
campaign has been under way for several years 
by the Safe Standing Campaign, backed by the 
Football Supporters Federation, for safe standing 
areas to return to English grounds, similar to 
models used in Germany. However, Scally re¬ 
jected the idea, feeling that the majority of fans 
were now used to being seated. 

With the Gills among the favourites for pro¬ 
motion from League Two, Scally was coy on sea¬ 
son ticket prices should they go up, saying they 
would be reviewed once it was known what divi¬ 
sion they would be in and that if they were pro¬ 
moted they would probably be slightly higher. 

Manager Martin Allen also made an appear¬ 
ance at the meeting and rejected talk that he 
would move away should clubs higher up the 
football league show an interest in his services. 


SNOOKER 

Hawkins devastated 
at early Masters exit 

BARRY Hawkins admits he was gutted to have 
blown his chance of an upset over world number 
two Judd Trump at the Masters this week. 

Hawkins, from Ditton, lost 6-5 to Trump at 
Alexandra Palace on Tuesday in the first-round 
match. Hawkins was 2-1 ahead before Trump 
brought it back to 2-2. The 33-year-old then won 
three in a row and was one away from victory 
before missing two crucial chances to win. 
Trump returned to the table to claim victory. 

"I never got a chance in the final frame, but 
I'm devastated as I've just handed it to him," 
he said. "I played well, but I can't take any 
positives at the moment. My head is spinning 
and I'm a bit gutted." 


CRICKET 

All-rounders ready for 
Bangladesh T20 bash 

KENT duo Darren Stevens and Azhar Mahmood 
have begun their cricketing season a few 
months early in the Bangladesh Premier League. 

The pair were both bought at the player 
auction before Christmas to appear at the 
Twenty20 competition, which started on Friday 
night and finishes on February 19. 

Stevens will be looking to defend the title 
he won last year with the Dhaka Gladiators, 
who paid $30,000 for his services this time 
around. Mahmood fetched the higher 
price of $150,000 for the Barisal Burners. 

Kent have an option to re-sign Mahmood 
should he decide to return to England to play 
T20 cricket in the summer. 


FOOTBALL 

Vahid bows out after 
recurrence of injury 

PROLIFIC non-league marksman Stuart Vahid 
has been forced to retire from football because 
of a degenerative knee injury. 

Vahid has regularly found the net in the 
Ryman One South, latterly with Whitstable 
Town, who he has played for since 2009, while 
also spending a season at neighbours Ramsgate 
in between. In that time he has scored 44 goals 
in 130 games at the Belmont Ground. 

The Oystermen have also lost recently-signed 
James Brown, who has jetted off to the US for a 
two-year football scholarship with Kansas. 

However, there are no fewer than seven new 
faces to arrive as Nicky Southall prepares for a 
relegation battle. 
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This season marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Gills being known 
as Gillingham, having originally being 
founded as New Brompton. We are 
celebrating those we think deserve a 
place in the team of the century. 


RON HILLYARD 


DOB: 

March 31,1952 
Gills stats: 

657 appearances, 

202 clean sheets 
Clubs: Gillingham, 

York (loan 
Hartlepool, Bury 
and Brighton) 

THERE is no shortage of candidates for 
the spot between the sticks, but there’s 
one we think comes out on top - Ron 
Hilly ard. 

Ronald William Hilly ard was born in 
South Yorkshire and started his career 
with York City, making his debut as a 
teenager in 1969 in the midst of a 
goalkeeping crisis. 

He spent five years making 61 league 
appearances at the club and failed to 
establish himself after loans away. 
However, he got his break in the summer 
of 19 74 when Gillingham manager Len 
Ashurst lured him to Priestfield. He had 
previously failed to sign the keeper 
when Hillyard made 2 3 appearances on 
loan at his old club Hartlepool. 

Hillyard joined Gillingham as they 
started their campaign in the Third 
Division, following promotion the year 
before. He was an ever-present that 
season and for three others, 77/78, 

79/80 and 85/86. 

The Gills came close to reaching new 
heights during his 17-year stay as they 
finished in the top eight five times 
between the 1981/82 and 1986/87 
seasons. That final season they finished 
fifth, qualifying for the newly-formed 
play-offs, in which they lost to rivals 
Swindon Town in the final after 
overcoming Sunderland. 

Sadly, a back injury forced Hillyard to 
retire in 1991 when just eight matches 
short of fellow keeper John Simpson’s 
league-appearances record of 571. By 
then he had already spent a year as 
assistant manager to Damien Richardson 
before the pair were sacked in 1992. 

He has since worked as a goalkeeping 
coach at Priestfield and Ebbsfleet United. 
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■ So, do you 
agree? 

Send in your 
opinions on our 
choice or who 
you think would 
have been a 
better option. 
Email greg. 
miles@ 
archant.co.uk 
or write to 
Sport, KOS 
Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth, 
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SLM Vauxhall 

Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, 
KentTN2 3UY 


01892 597094 

www.slmvauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 67.3 (4.2), Extra-urban: 27.4(10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 80.7 (3.5). CO 2 emissions: 324 - 94g/km. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee or Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by eitherVauxhall Motor Finance RH11SR orVauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer applies to private individuals, All other customers are excluded. Offer available on 
orders or registrations before 31st January 2013. Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, 
finance is subject to status. E&OE. 
















